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Today’s speakers:

I. Eugene Wasserman, North Seattle Industrial Association

II. Elliot Strong, Coastal Transportation

III. Sarah Scherer, Seattle Maritime Academy

IV.Ken Saunderson, Saunderson Marketing Group



north seattle industrial association

The premier business organization 

for north seattle maritime, manufacturing and industrial support 

businesses and its property owners.



Lake Washington Ship Canal Highway



Our Maritime, Fishing and Manufacturing Industry Matters.

Maritime industry:  Annually worth $30  billion to the state economy

Employs 57,700 workers 

Average salary of $70,800 – nearly $20,000 above the state’s median salary! 

Fishermen’s Terminal is home to about 400 boats and 3,400 jobs

Seattle’s fishing fleet accounts for about 40% of the U.S. commercial fish catch every year 

Our 36 seafood processing companies account for 82% of Alaska seafood production



north seattle industrial association goals:

• Continue the economic viability of businesses

• Increase economic growth for our city

• Provide gainful employment and family wage jobs

• Be responsible members of our local communities 

both socially and environmentally



north seattle industrial association focus:

Transportation, land use and environment issues that impact our members. 

Shoreline Master Program Update  ◊ Viaduct redevelopment/tolls  ◊ Mercer Corridor development  

Burke-Gilman bicycle trail  ◊ New Ballard Bridge  ◊ Homeless issues  

Sound Transit service to the neighborhood

Port of Seattle development in Interbay ◊ Maintaining truck access on the Central Waterfront

Freight Master Plan Update  ◊ City employee regulations and dozens of other important issues
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Key Programs

I. Monthly Membership meetings

II. eNewsletters with policy background and issue statements

III. Weekly traffic and construction updates 

IV.Initiatives to promote our industry and its businesses



Elliot Strong
Vice President of Freight Traffic

Coastal Transportation



Sarah Scherer  
Director/Associate Dean

Seattle Maritime Academy



Who is SMA?
• Prof/Tech
• 1+ year
• Confident & 

Competent
• Filling the gaps
• Rebuilding the 

middle class





SMA - 2 Prof/Tech Programs

DECK
• Able Seaman-Special

• Lifeboatman

• RFPNW endorsements.  

• To receive credit for a license as Master 
of Inland Steam or Motor Vessels of Not 
More Than 100 Gross Tons OR 240 days 
sea service credit towards a license as a 
Mate Coastal Steam or Motor Not more 
than 200 Gross Register Tons

• Qualify (receive 180 days sea service 
credit towards) for a license as 
Apprentice Mate (Steersman) of Near 
Coastal Uninspected Towing Vessels with 
an additional 12 months of service on 
board a towing vessel.

ENGINEERING
• QMED 

• Ratings Forming Part of an Engine Room 
Watch endorsements.  

• Ratings of oiler, junior engineer, 
refrigerating engineer, electrician, and 
pump man

• Eligible for fireman/water tender if their 
60–day at–sea student internship is on 
steam vessels.

• Be eligible to take an examine for 
Designated Duty Engineer Limited             
– 1000 Horsepower w/4                          
months of sea service as QMED 
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Training Vessels



Future Programs
• Marine Engineering 

Apprenticeship
• Maritime Pre-

Apprenticeship 
• Experience Maritime 

Project



Community Outreach & 
Continuing Education 
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Ken Saunderson  
Saunderson Marketing Group
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Key Annual Educational Initiatives

I. Maritime 101 Campaign: April - May

II. Picnic in the Park: June 

III. Seafood 101 Campaign: October - November

IV.Annual Maritime Economic Forecast Breakfast
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www.NorthSeattleIndustrialAssociation.org


