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November 16, 2023   
   
The Honorable Debora Juarez   
President, Seattle City Council   
Seattle City Hall, 2nd Floor   
Seattle, WA  98104   
   
Dear Council President Juarez:   
   
It is my pleasure to transmit to the City Council the following confirmation packet for my appointment of 
Gülgün Kayim as the Director of the Office of Arts & Culture. 
  
The materials in this packet are divided into two sections:  
   

A. Gülgün Kayim 
This section contains Ms. Kayim’s appointment, oath of office forms, and her resume.     

  
B. Background Check    

This section contains the report on Ms. Kayim’s background check. 
  
As artists and cultural organizations are primed and poised to rebound following the pandemic peak, 
Gülgün Kayim is precisely the kind of leader the Office of Arts and Culture needs. She brings vast 
experience in uplifting artists through economic and social growth, which will help stimulate Seattle’s 
creative economy.  With a proven cross-sector leadership track record and her conviction to work with 
various stakeholders to make the arts accessible to all, Ms. Kayim is already bringing innovative and 
equitable ideas to our city.    
   
Ms. Kayim joins Seattle from the City of Minneapolis where she served as founding Director of the Office 
of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy, an office focused on powering Minneapolis’s economic and 
social growth through arts and cultural expression. During her time as Director, she oversaw the 
creation of several arts recovery funds for organizations impacted by the pandemic and funds for 
restorative art in underserved communities. Prior, she was an Assistant Director at the Archibald Bush 
Foundation where she managed the selection of artist fellows and supported the fellowship program. 
She was also the co-founder and Co-Artistic Director of Skewed Visions, a Minneapolis-based performing 
arts organization.    
   
I nominated Ms. Kayim for the Council’s consideration after an extensive stakeholder committee search 
process. An open and competitive national recruitment process was conducted by our Seattle 
Department of Human Resources that included marketing the job opportunity through professional and 
affinity career center sites, direct candidate sourcing and referrals from community. In March of this 
year, I established an ARTS Director Search Committee consisting of a broad array of prominent Seattle 
arts leaders and stakeholders. The selection committee was made up of 16 members who represented 
different perspectives in Seattle’s diverse arts community. Selection committee members included:       
      
• Councilmember Tammy Morales, District 2, Chair Neighborhoods, Education, Civil Rights and 

Culture Committee  
• Kate Becker, Creative Economy Director at Office of King County Executive Dow Constantine    
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• Catalina Cantu, Board President and Co-Founding member La Sala; multi-genre writer and 
interdisciplinary artist; Jack Straw Fellow and VONA/Voices Alum   

• Manuel Cawaling, Executive Director, Inspire Washington   
• Steven Eng, Accounting Services – Employee Representative, Seattle Office of Arts + Culture    
• Josh LaBelle, Executive Director, Seattle Theatre Group   
• Erika Lindsay, Chief Communications Officer – Employee Representative, Seattle Office of Arts + 

Culture    
• Aleksa Manila, Founder, Pride ASIA; Board Member, Historic South Downtown; Miss Gay Seattle 

2003-2004; drag performance artist & activist; Public Health researcher & social worker   
• James Miles, Assistant Professor, Seattle University; Executive Director of Third Stone   
• Nate Miles, Vice President of Strategic Initiatives – State Government Affairs, Eli Lilly and 

Company    
• Eric Nelson, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer, National Nordic Museum    
• Sam Pailca, Associate General Counsel, Regulatory Enforcement Litigation, Microsoft    
• Dr. Judith Rayl, Fine Art Photographer and President of Board of Directors at Center on 

Contemporary Art (CoCA)   
• Steven Severin, Co-Owner, Neumos; Co-President and Director of Music Programming, New Rising 

Sun (Curator and Producer of Bumbershoot: Seattle’s Arts & Music Festival)   
• Earnest Thomas, President, Onyx Fine Arts Collective     
• Ellen Walker, Executive Director, Pacific Northwest Ballet   

    
The search process included art-goers, creatives, and residents from across the city – seeking insight into 
what community members hoped the office and its next director would elevate and champion.  Seattle 
residents attended three community conversations to inform the search process as well.  This past 
spring, the committee narrowed applicants, interviewed candidates, and recommended four finalists for 
my consideration.    
  
After meeting with her, Gülgün Kayim stood as the clear choice to lead our Office of Arts & Culture, 
bringing her experience as an artist, a bridge-builder, a planner, and an advocate. She takes a strategic 
approach to arts investment and recognizes the value in assisting cultural organizations through capacity 
building, planning, and investing for the future. And, most importantly, she has a true love for the arts.  
   
I would like to express my sincere thanks to the members of the Search Committee who offered both 
their time and valuable insight. Their work helped lead to the nomination of the credentialed leader by 
I’ve referred for your review today.   
   
If you have any questions about the attached materials or need additional information, Deputy Mayor 
Greg Wong would welcome hearing from you. I appreciate your consideration.  
  
 
Sincerely,    

 
Bruce A. Harrell    
Mayor of Seattle 
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November 6, 2023 
 
Gülgün Kayim 
Seattle, WA 
Transmitted via e-mail 
 
Dear Gülgün, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to appoint you to the position of Director of the Office of Arts & Culture at an 
annual salary of $180,006. 
 
Your appointment as Director is subject to City Council confirmation; therefore, you will need to attend 
the Council’s confirmation hearings. Once confirmed by the City Council, you serve at the pleasure of 
the Mayor.  
 
Your contingent offer letter provided employment information related to the terms of your 
employment, benefits, vacation, holiday and sick leave.   

 
I look forward to working with you in your role as Director and wish you success.  We have much work 
ahead of us, and I am confident that the Office will thrive under your leadership.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bruce A. Harrell 
Mayor of Seattle 
 
cc:  Seattle Department of Human Resources file 
 
 
 
 



*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

City of Seattle Department Head Notice of Appointment 
 

 

 
 

Appointee Name:  
Gülgün Kayim 

City Department Name: 
Office of Arts & Culture 

Position Title:  
Director  

 
  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 

 
 

City Council Confirmation required? 
 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

  City Council  
  Mayor  
  Other: Fill in appointing authority 

Term of Position: * 
Council Confirmation 
to 
Mayor’s Discretion 
  
☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position 

Background: Ms. Kayim joins Seattle from the City of Minneapolis where she served as founding 
Director of the Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy, an office focused on powering 
Minneapolis’s economic and social growth through arts and cultural expression. During her time as 
Director, she oversaw the creation of several arts recovery funds for organizations impacted by the 
pandemic and funds for restorative art in underserved communities. Prior, she was an Assistant 
Director at the Archibald Bush Foundation where she managed the selection of artist fellows and 
supported the fellowship program. She was also the co-founder and Co-Artistic Director of Skewed 
Visions, a Minneapolis-based performing arts organization.    
 
Authorizing Signature:  

 
Date Signed: November 16, 2023 
 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 
 

Mayor of Seattle 

 



 
 
CITY OF SEATTLE ▪ STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
            

 
State of Washington  
     
County of King   
      
   

I, Gülgün Kayim, swear or affirm that I possess all of the 

qualifications prescribed in the Seattle City Charter and the Seattle 

Municipal Code for the position of Director of the Office of Arts & 

Culture; that I will support the Constitution of the United States, the 

Constitution of the State of Washington, and the Charter and Ordinances 

of The City of Seattle; and that I will faithfully conduct myself as Director 

of the Office of Arts & Culture. 

               

                  Gülgün Kayim 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me  
                    
this ____ day of __________, 2023.                                             [Seal] 
    

        
________________________________________ 
Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk 
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 Seattle Department of Human Resources 

Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 5th Avenue Suite 5500, PO Box 34028, Seattle, WA 98124-4028  
 (206) 684-7999  TTY:7-1-1  Fax: (206) 684-4157  Employment Website: www.seattle.gov/jobs 

An equal employment opportunity employer.  Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

June 26, 2023 
 
TO:  Pam Inch – Senior Executive Recruiter SDHR 

    
FROM:  Annie Nguyen - Seattle Department of Human Resources  

 
SUBJECT:  Background check for Gulgun Hayati Kayim 

 
The Seattle Department of Human Resources has received a copy of Gulgun Hayati Kayim’s background  
check provided by Global Screening Solutions.  There were no findings that would impact their 
employment eligibility. 

 
 
 

Cc:  Personnel File 
 
 
 
 
  

Seattle Department of Human Resources 
Kimberly Loving, Director 
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