
Thursday, August 6, 2026

9:30 AM

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Council Chamber, City Hall

600 4th Avenue

Seattle, WA 98104

Rob Saka, Chair

Alexis Mercedes Rinck, Vice-Chair

Dionne Foster, Member

Robert Kettle, Member

Eddie Lin, Member

Chair Info: 206-684-8801; Rob.Saka@seattle.gov

Agenda

Transportation, Waterfront, and Seattle 

Center Committee

Watch Council Meetings Live  View Past Council Meetings
 

Council Chamber Listen Line: 206-684-8566
 

              The City of Seattle encourages everyone to participate in its programs and activities. 

For disability accommodations, materials in alternate formats, accessibility information, or 

language interpretation or translation needs, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at 

206-684-8888 (TTY Relay 7-1-1), CityClerk@Seattle.gov, or visit 

https://seattle.gov/cityclerk/accommodations at your earliest opportunity. Providing at least 

72-hour notice will help ensure availability; sign language interpreting requests may take 

longer.
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Transportation, Waterfront, and Seattle Center 

Committee

Agenda

August 6, 2026 - 9:30 AM

Meeting Location:

https://seattle.gov/council/transportation-waterfront-and-seattle-center

Council Chamber, City Hall, 600 4th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

Committee Website:

This meeting also constitutes a meeting of the City Council, provided that the meeting shall be conducted as a 

committee meeting under the Council Rules and Procedures, and Council action shall be limited to committee 

business.

Members of the public may register for remote or in-person Public 

Comment to address the Council. Please register in advance in order to 

be recognized by the Chair. Details on how to register for Public 

Comment are listed below:

Remote Public Comment - Register online to speak during the Public 

Comment period at the meeting at 

https://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/public-comment. Online 

registration to speak will begin one hour before the meeting start time, 

and registration will end at the conclusion of the Public Comment period 

during the meeting. 

In-Person Public Comment - Register to speak on the public comment 

sign-up sheet located inside Council Chambers at least 15 minutes prior 

to the meeting start time. Registration will end at the conclusion of the 

Public Comment period during the meeting. 

Please submit written comments no later than four business hours prior 

to the start of the meeting to ensure that they are distributed to 

Councilmembers prior to the meeting. Comments may be submitted at 

Council@seattle.gov or at Seattle City Hall, Attn: Council Public 

Comment, 600 4th Ave., Floor 2, Seattle, WA 98104. Business hours 

are considered 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Comments received after that time will be 

distributed after the meeting to Councilmembers and included as part of 

the public record.

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 2 
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August 6, 2026Transportation, Waterfront, and 

Seattle Center Committee

Agenda

Please Note: Times listed are estimated

A.  Call To Order

B.  Approval of the Agenda

C.  Public Comment

Members of the public may address items on the agenda and 

matters within the purview of the committee. Please register in 

advance to be recognized by the Chair.

D.  Items of Business

Appointment of Benjamin Cohen as member, Central Waterfront 

Oversight Committee, for a term to December 31, 2027.

Appt 035701.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Supporting

Documents: Presentation for items 1 and 2

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Tiffani Melake, Waterfront Operations Manager, Seattle 

Center

Appointment of Efrem Fesaha as member, Central Waterfront 

Oversight Committee, for a term to December 31, 2027.

Appt 035712.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Tiffani Melake, Waterfront Operations Manager, Seattle 

Center

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 3 
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August 6, 2026Transportation, Waterfront, and 

Seattle Center Committee

Agenda

Appointment of Michael Johnson as member, Seattle Center 

Advisory Commission, for a term to September 28, 2029.

Appt 035723.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Supporting

Documents: Presentation for items 3 through 7

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Randy Engstrom, Interim Director, Seattle Center

Appointment of Ashley McClaran as member, Seattle Center 

Advisory Commission, for a term to September 28, 2029.

Appt 035734.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Randy Engstrom, Interim Director, Seattle Center

Reappointment of Eric Berlinberg as member, Seattle Center 

Advisory Commission, for a term to September 28, 2029.

Appt 035745.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Randy Engstrom, Interim Director, Seattle Center

Reappointment of John Olensky as member, Seattle Center 

Advisory Commission, for a term to September 28, 2029.

Appt 035756.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Randy Engstrom, Interim Director, Seattle Center

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 4 

4

https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=17297
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6253d355-0993-4781-8bd8-a1dda9d3630e.pdf
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7c37f84c-d964-4032-b077-8cebee8de496.pdf
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=17298
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5e75a89b-9103-4678-8d05-86ac58cc87fe.pdf
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=17296
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=496de865-cbfd-4c03-a499-d6cf7a9e2786.pdf
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=17299
https://seattle.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5219d0f9-04ff-427b-85a1-64d9749dc135.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/cityclerk/accommodations


August 6, 2026Transportation, Waterfront, and 

Seattle Center Committee

Agenda

Reappointment of Sarah C. Rich as member, Seattle Center 

Advisory Commission, for a term to September 28, 2029.

Appt 035767.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Randy Engstrom, Interim Director, Seattle Center

Overview of Waterfront Park8.

Attachments: Presentation

Briefing and Discussion

Presenter: Tiffani Melake, Waterfront Operations Manager, Seattle 

Center

Request for modification of conditional approval of a petition of 

Swedish Health Services to vacate the alley in Block 95, Terry’s 

Second Addition to the City of Seattle (CF 314304 and CF 314477).

CF 3145509.

Attachments: Alley Vacation Modification Request

Unexecuted Council Conditions

Draft Council Conditions

Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Recommendation

Supporting

Documents: Central Staff Memo

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenter: Rebeccah Maskin, Council Central Staff

E.  Adjournment

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 5 
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Appt 03570, Version: 1

Appointment of Benjamin Cohen as member, Central Waterfront Oversight Committee, for a term to

December 31, 2027.

The Appointment Packet is provided as an attachment.

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 8/5/2026Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™ 6
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CENTRAL WATERFRONT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
(CWOC)

STEPS COMMITTEE
August 6th, 2026
Presented by: Tiffani Melake, Waterfront Park Operations Manager 
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CENTRAL WATERFRONT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (CWOC)

2
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OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ROLE

• Mayor/Council appointed. 20 members, including:
 At-Large (6)
 LID Tenant/Owner (8)
 Non-Profit (5)
 Port (1)

• Developed the Waterfront Park Performance Standard in 2021

• Advises on central waterfront operations, maintenance, safety, 
cultural and recreational programming

• Provides annual report to Mayor and Council

3
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CENTRAL WATERFRONT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

• Committee work started Jan 2020, and COVID-19 impacted 
committee work

• 2023 Legislation reset original terms to 4 years and added:
• Port of Seattle (Permanent)
• Friends of Waterfront Park (Ex-Officio)
• Seattle Center (Ex-Officio)

• 2026-2028 next appointment cycle (2-year cycle)

• Quarterly meetings

4
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APPOINTMENTS

5

Appointed By
REAPPOINTMENT 

OR 
APPOINTMENT

NamePosition TitlePOS #

MayorAPPOINTMENTBen CohenLID Hotel Property Owner9

CouncilAPPOINTMENT Efrem FesahaLID Commercial/Retail 
property Owner 

14
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Appt 03571, Version: 1

Appointment of Efrem Fesaha as member, Central Waterfront Oversight Committee, for a term to

December 31, 2027.

The Appointment Packet is provided as an attachment.

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 8/5/2026Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™ 18
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*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 

 
 

Appointee Name:  
Efrem Fesaha 

Board/Commission Name: 
Central Waterfront Oversight Committee 

Position Title:  
Owner of a Commercial/Retail 
Property 

 
  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 

 
 

City Council Confirmation required? 
 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

  City Council  
  Mayor  
  Other:  

Term of Position: * 
1/1/2026 
to 
12/31/2027 
  
☒ Serving remaining term of a vacant position 

Residential Neighborhood: 
Downtown Seattle 

Zip Code: 
98101 

Contact Phone No.:  
 

Background:  
Efrem Fesaha is a seasoned executive with a robust career spanning over a decade as a Chief Executive 
Officer and 14 years as a financial analyst. As the Founder and CEO of Boon Boona Coffee, Efrem has 
leveraged his extensive financial expertise to grow the company into a thriving business with four 
owner-operated cafes, ten branded cafes in corporate offices, over 70 grocery store locations, and a 
strong presence in e-commerce and wholesale. 
Inspired by the vibrant café culture of Asmara during a transformative trip to Eritrea in 2011, Efrem 
returned to Seattle with a vision to enter the coffee industry. His entrepreneurial spirit and strategic 
acumen have since driven Boon Boona Coffee's success. 
Efrem is dedicated to supporting organizations with a focus on environmental sustainability and social 
consciousness. His blend of executive leadership, financial expertise, and entrepreneurial drive 
positions him to contribute meaningfully to mission-driven, community-focused organizations. Efrem is 
eager to apply his skills and experience to furthering impactful, growth-oriented initiatives. 

Authorizing Signature (original signature):  

 
 
Date Signed (appointed): 
04/14/2026 
 

Appointing Signatory: 
Rob Saka  
 

Seattle City Councilmember 
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Appt 03572, Version: 1

Appointment of Michael Johnson as member, Seattle Center Advisory Commission, for a term to

September 28, 2029.

The Appointment Packet is provided as an attachment.

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 8/5/2026Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™ 23
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 *For most boards and commissions, the term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment 
date. 
 

 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 
Appointee Name: Michael Johnson 

Board or Commission Name: Seattle Center Advisory Commission 

Position Title: Member 

☒ Appointment ☐ Reappointment              *Term of Position:  9/29/2026  to 9/28/2029 

☐ Serving partial term (eligible for full terms thereafter) 

Appointing Authority:  ☐ City Council    ☒ Mayor   ☐ Other: Insert Appointing Authority 

City Council Confirmation Required?  ☒ Yes   ☐ No  

Residential Neighborhood: Counsil District 7    

 
Appointee brief overview: Growing up in South Seattle, Michael Johnson developed a deep appreciation for the 
role public spaces play in shaping community identity and opportunity. That foundation continues to drive his 
commitment to serving others, including his volunteer work with St. Vincent de Paul, where he gives back to the 
communities that shaped him. For Michael, joining the Seattle Center Advisory Commission is an opportunity to help 
ensure that one of Seattle’s most beloved civic institutions remains a welcoming, world-class destination for every 
corner of the city. 
Michael is a civic impact leader and urban placemaking executive with a passion for building public spaces that are 
vibrant, inclusive, and financially sustainable. As Director of Park Experience at Friends of Waterfront Park, Michael 
helped launch Seattle’s new waterfront destination, delivering an award-winning grand-opening season and 
establishing the park as a cornerstone of Seattle’s public realm. 
With deep roots in Seattle’s civic landscape, Michael has spent his career bridging community programming, equitable 
access, and operational excellence. His prior work as Director of Public Realm Operations at the Downtown Seattle 
Association gave him firsthand experience collaborating with Seattle Center’s neighboring institutions, city agencies, 
and community partners to activate public spaces and drive meaningful impact for residents and visitors alike 
Michael’s background in both public and private sector operations brings a balanced perspective to advisory 
leadership that values bold programming, responsible stewardship, and Seattle’s unique role as a gathering place for 
all communities. A proud graduate of Washington State University’s Carson College of Business, he brings both 
academic grounding and real-world expertise to every table he sits at. 

 
Appointing Authority Signature: 
 

 
 
Date Signed: 6/16/26 

Appointing Authority Printed Name and Title: 
 
Katie B. Wilson 
Mayor of Seattle 
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MICHAEL JOHNSON 
Civic Placemaking Leader | Community Steward | Urban Operations Executive 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Seattle-rooted civic leader with a proven record of building vibrant, inclusive public spaces that serve entire 
communities. Expert in public realm operations, earned revenue strategy, equitable programming, and cross-
sector partnership, with direct experience collaborating with Seattle Center, city agencies, and community 
organizations to shape Seattle's most ambitious public projects. Brings board-level strategic thinking grounded in 
a deep commitment to access, belonging, and long-term sustainability. 

 
 

ACCOLADES & RECOGNITION 
 

• Public Realm Operation (2023): Recognized for implementing an updated deployment strategy that 
encompassed four downtown Seattle urban parks with updated programming and placemaking activations. 

• Rising Star Award (2020): Recognized by ClubCorp for retention and profitability strategies during COVID. 
• Top F&B Director (2019): Named one of the top three Food & Beverage Directors nationwide; completed 

training at CIA Copia, Napa Valley. 
 
 

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

Director of Park Experience | Friends of Waterfront Park - Seattle, WA 2024 – Present 
Played a pivotal role in launching Seattle's new waterfront destination. Developed the organization's first earned 
revenue strategy, built a scalable staffing model for year-round operations, and collaborated with city agencies — 
including Seattle Center, SDOT, and SDCI — to prioritize public safety and inclusive programming. 

• Spearheaded strategic planning and infrastructure for Seattle's new 20-acre waterfront park, integrating 
public programming with earned revenue models. 

• Delivered award-winning grand opening season, including the Oodalalee Concert Series and Waterfront Park 
Market. 

• Designed a 'Social Impact Layer' with capacity set-asides and fee-reduction tiers, creating a sustainable 
incubator pipeline for underrepresented entrepreneurs. 

• Project Manager for brick-and-mortar buildouts on park property, coordinating with SDOT, Office of 
Waterfront Civic Project, Seattle Center, and SDCI. 

• Reports directly to the Board on the intersection of fiscal health, equity, and community impact. 

 
Director of Public Realm Operations | Downtown Seattle Association - Seattle, WA 2021 – 2024 
Orchestrated strategic revitalization and operational management of Seattle's central metropolitan core. 
Exercised full P&L stewardship over a multi-site portfolio of high-traffic urban parks, forging public-private 
partnerships that stabilized the downtown economy and prioritized engagement with underserved communities. 

• Managed large-scale public realm operations across Seattle's urban core, including multi-site integration of 
four downtown parks with Seattle Parks and Recreation. 

• Launched a transformative public-private initiative delivering 20+ murals and lighting installations along 3rd 
Avenue, enhancing safety and community pride. 

• Developed a public asset tracking app integrated with city systems for real-time accountability. 
• Built a strategic hiring and retention plan for ambassador teams, reducing turnover and establishing a culture 

of accountability. 

25



Director of Operations | Columbia Tower Club - Seattle, WA 2019 – 2021 
Directed all operations for a premier private club, with full P&L responsibility. Served as strategic liaison to the 
Board of Directors. 

• Secured Board approval for capital improvements through data-driven presentations on facility 
modernization and member retention. 

• Delivered significant annual savings through lean labor modeling and inventory optimization. 
• Achieved an 11.5% year-over-year increase in member satisfaction scores. 

Regional Director of Operations | Blue C Sushi - WA/OR/CA 2013 – 2019 
Directed multi-state operations across a growing restaurant group, leading expansion, culture-building, and 
fiscal performance. 

• Directed a team of 400+ across three states; opened flagship locations in Hollywood, Newport Beach, and 
San Francisco. 

• Created a new retail revenue division and redefined forecasting systems to improve enterprise-wide financial 
visibility. 

EDUCATION 

 
B.A. Hospitality Management - Carson College of Business, Washington State University | Pullman, WA 
Proud Coug and committed advocate for education, community, and civic engagement. 

 
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

• St. Vincent de Paul, Federal Way - Volunteer, giving back to the South Seattle community that shaped him. 
• Junior High Basketball Coach - Mentored youth ages 10-14, developing fundamentals, discipline, and 

teamwork. 
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1STEPS Committee | August 6, 2026 | Presented by Randy Engstrom, Seattle Center Acting Director

Seattle Center Advisory Commission Appointment Hearing

28



2

Seattle Center Advisory Commission Overview
The Seattle Center Advisory Commission’s mission is to protect, preserve, and enhance Seattle Center as a civic 
gathering space, hub of culture and celebration, and public green space in the heart of the city - ensuring the long-
term sustainability of Seattle Center for future generations. The Commission works in partnership with Seattle 
Center Leadership to help ensure equal access to all communities, especially those historically underrepresented, 
to advocate for the changing values and needs of the community, and pioneer ways to deliver public good. The 
Commission provides a long-view perspective and continuity through electoral political and leadership changes.  

Number of Members: 15 Commissioners + 1 Get Engaged Member
Length of Term: 3 Years (1 Year for Get Engaged Member)
Meeting Schedule: First Thursday of each month, 12:00 to 1:30 p.m.

New Appointments

• Michael Johnson – Director of Park 
Experience at Friends of Waterfront Park

• Ashley McClaran – Capital Program 
Advisor

Reappointments

• Eric Berlinberg – Vice President of Program 
Management at Torc Robotics

• John Olensky – Licensed architect and 
building envelope consultant 

• Sarah Rich – Community Volunteer

29



SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Appt 03573, Version: 1

Appointment of Ashley McClaran as member, Seattle Center Advisory Commission, for a term to

September 28, 2029.

The Appointment Packet is provided as an attachment.

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 8/5/2026Page 1 of 1
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 *For most boards and commissions, the term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment 
date. 
 

 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 
Appointee Name: Ashley McClaran 

Board or Commission Name: Seattle Center Advisory Commission 

Position Title: Member 

☒ Appointment ☐ Reappointment              *Term of Position:  9/29/2026  to 9/28/2029 

☐ Serving partial term (eligible for full terms thereafter) 

Appointing Authority:  ☐ City Council    ☒ Mayor   ☐ Other: Insert Appointing Authority 

City Council Confirmation Required?  ☒ Yes   ☐ No  

Residential Neighborhood: Council District 6   

 
Appointee brief overview:  
Ashley McClaran is a Seattle-based project executive and community engagement leader with 
more than 25 years of experience guiding public-sector capital programs throughout Washington 
State and I other states across the country. Her work with local governments, school districts, and 
public institutions has focused on helping communities make thoughtful decisions about the 
spaces and investments that shape civic life. She has seen how welcoming, active, and accessible 
public spaces foster participation, create a sense of belonging, and encourage shared ownership of 
community assets. These connections strengthen civic life, support public safety, and help people 
feel invested in the future of the places they share. As a Seattle resident, she is honored at the 
potential to bring that perspective to the Seattle Center Advisory Commission and support Seattle 
Center's role as one of our most important civic and cultural gathering places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appointing Authority Signature: 
 

 
 
 
Date Signed: 6/16/26 

Appointing Authority Printed Name and Title: 
 
 
Katie B. Wilson 
Mayor of Seattle 
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ASHLEY McCLARAN 
 

CIVIC & CULTURAL STRATEGIST | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT LEADER | 
PUBLIC-SECTOR ADVISOR 
Community-focused leader with 25 years of experience guiding complex civic, cultural, 
educational, and public-space initiatives through planning, engagement, and implementation. 
Brings a rare combination of architectural training, public-sector advisory experience, 
cultural-institution leadership, and large-scale community facilitation. Known for building 
trust across diverse stakeholder groups, translating complex issues into accessible 
conversations, and helping organizations align public priorities with long-term vision. 

 
 

RELATED EXPERIENCE 
2024 - PR ESEN T STV | PROJECT EXECUTIVE | SEATTLE, WA | 2024–PRESENT 

Leads public-sector advisory and capital planning efforts across Washington, supporting school 
districts, municipalities, and public agencies with strategic planning, stakeholder engagement, 
governance frameworks, and community-centered decision making. Advises organizations 
navigating complex public processes involving funding, accessibility, growth, and civic investment. 

 

20 18 - 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20 1 4 - 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20 1 1 - 2014 

OAC SVCS | SR DIRECTOR / PROGRAM MANAGER | SEATTLE, WA | 20 1 8–2024 
Led long-range planning, bond planning, and public engagement initiatives for school districts and 
public agencies across Washington. Facilitated community task forces, board workshops, and 
public-facing planning efforts involving thousands of stakeholders across diverse communities. 
Selected experience included: 

• Leading community-centered capital planning processes for districts across Washington 
• Facilitating large public workshops and stakeholder advisory groups 
• Developing accessible communication tools to explain funding, planning, and infrastructure 

decisions 
• Supporting historically significant renovations, performing arts facilities, and inclusive 

educational environments 
 

AUDUBON NATURE INSTITUTE | VP OF CONSTRUCTION & EXHIBITS | NEW 
ORLEANS, LA 
Directed strategic planning and capital improvements across 13 public-facing cultural and 
environmental institutions, including the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas, Audubon Zoo, 
riverfront developments, parks, museums, and public gathering spaces. 
 
Worked closely with executive leadership, city agencies, community organizations, donors, and 
public officials to support long-range planning and public engagement tied to the Mississippi 
Riverfront and major civic destinations. Oversaw public-private partnership initiatives focused on 
education, tourism, accessibility, guest experience, and stewardship of public space. 
 
JACOBS | OWNER’S REPRESENTATIVE | NEW ORLEANS, LA 
Supported the post-Katrina rebuilding effort for Orleans Parish schools through a $2.1B FEMA-
funded reconstruction program. Worked in highly visible public environments balancing community 
priorities, historic preservation, education goals, and long-term neighborhood investment. 
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Appt 03574, Version: 1

Reappointment of Eric Berlinberg as member, Seattle Center Advisory Commission, for a term to

September 28, 2029.

The Appointment Packet is provided as an attachment.

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 8/5/2026Page 1 of 1
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 *For most boards and commissions, the term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment 
date. 
 

 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 
Appointee Name: Eric Berlinberg 

Board or Commission Name: Seattle Center Advisory Commission 

Position Title: Member 

☐ Appointment ☒ Reappointment              *Term of Position:  9/29/2026  to 9/28/2029 

☐ Serving partial term (eligible for full terms thereafter) 

Appointing Authority:  ☐ City Council    ☒ Mayor   ☐ Other: Insert Appointing Authority 

City Council Confirmation Required?  ☒ Yes   ☐ No  

Residential Neighborhood: Counsil District 1   

 
Appointee brief overview:  
Eric Berlinberg is a more than 14-year Seattle resident who has extensive experience serving on 
community and commerce-related boards. Berlinberg serves as Vice President of Program Management 
at Torc Robotics, which is developing self-driving semi-trucks. Berlinberg previously served as a member 
of the leadership team that scaled Amazon Prime Air - the drone delivery program at Amazon for over a 
decade. He was the founder & scaled the largest employee engagement group at Amazon called 
Connect@Amazon, bringing together hundreds of thousands of employees across 74 Amazon offices 
globally. Berlinberg previously served as Chief Operating Officer of Manhattan Creative Group, an Emmy 
award-winning entertainment management firm focused on live entertainment in regional theme parks 
across the US, live concert series, and commercials. Outside of work, Berlinberg has served on several 
boards and committees to continue to build Seattle as an equitable and inclusive community. Berlinberg 
has served on the Seattle Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, the Seattle CityClub Board of 
Directors, the Seattle Symphony, the SLU Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, and the Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce Young Professionals Network Board of Directors, among others. Berlinberg was a 
member of the Leadership Tomorrow class of 2020 and continues to volunteer for the organization 
today. Finally, Berlinberg spends time volunteering with local organizations including FareStart and NW 
Harvest. Berlinberg resides in West Seattle. 
 
 

 
Appointing Authority Signature: 
 

 
 
Date Signed: 6/16/26 

Appointing Authority Printed Name and Title: 
 
Katie B. Wilson 
Mayor of Seattle 
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 *For most boards and commissions, the term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment 
date. 
 

 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 
Appointee Name: John Olensky 

Board or Commission Name: Seattle Center Advisory Commission 

Position Title: Member 

☐ Appointment ☒ Reappointment              *Term of Position:  9/29/2026  to 9/28/2029 

☐ Serving partial term (eligible for full terms thereafter) 

Appointing Authority:  ☐ City Council    ☒ Mayor   ☐ Other: Insert Appointing Authority 

City Council Confirmation Required?  ☒ Yes   ☐ No  

Residential Neighborhood: Counsil District 7   

 
Appointee brief overview:  
John Olensky is a licensed Architect and Building Envelope Consultant in Seattle.  Olensky has a Master’s 
degree in the Conservation of Historic Towns and Buildings from Catholic University in Leuven, Belgium. 
Olensky’s focus is on the rehabilitation of existing and historic buildings throughout the Puget Sound. 
Originally from Western Canada, Olensky has practiced for more than 25 years in the US in several 
states, most recently California and Hawaii. Olensky has lived in the Magnolia neighborhood for the last 
8 years with his wife and 3 sons.  Most of all, Olensky really appreciates learning and collaborating with a 
team of people, contributing to the success of the Seattle Center while representing the community and 
advising the Seattle Center staff as well as the Mayor and City Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appointing Authority Signature: 
 

 
 
 
Date Signed: 6/16/26 

Appointing Authority Printed Name and Title: 
 
Katie B. Wilson 
Mayor of Seattle 
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John Olensky AIA, REGISTERED ARCHITECT, WASHINGTON STATE & THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING ENVELOPE DESIGN ▪ FORENSIC ARCHITECTURE ▪ ARCHITECTURE ▪ HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 
 

For multiple years I have designed repairs for building exteriors (building envelope repair) and done new building 
envelope design. Prior to building envelope design, I practiced Architecture and historic preservation. I was educated 
in Europe and Canada. I am humble, respectful and collaborative. Much of what I do is technical, but requires 
creative solutions, borne from collaboration, communication, and importantly, listening to clients and stakeholders. 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
Architect, Senior Consultant 
OAC Consertus, Seattle, Washington - 2025 

Architect focused on building envelope design and forensic consulting on new and existing building envelope design within Consertus, 
a capital program management and advisory firm leveraging digital innovation to redefine how the world gets built. 

 
Principal Architect, Senior Consultant, Architectural Building Envelope Repair 
Evolution Architecture, Seattle, Washington – 2020 (Current) 

Lead principal Architect responsible for signing and stamping drawings with a youthful company focusing on design for exterior 
building envelope repair and rehabilitation of existing commercial and multi-family buildings, with an outstanding team that combines 
practical know-how, state of the art technology, professional expertise, and forward-thinking marketing. 

 
Senior Project Manager: Building Envelope Design, New Construction 
Cross 2 Design, Seattle, Washington - 2015 to 2019 

Rewarding and challenging opportunity in a high-volume, very profitable and fast-paced work environment, serving clients in the 
climatically challenging (and booming) Pacific Northwest and for the robust Northern California construction boom. 
Design Building Envelope plans and details corresponding to Architectural designs for multifamily housing for multiple clients in the 
Pacific Northwest, San Francisco Bay Area, Silicon Valley, and Southern California markets. Exterior systems encompass everything 
but the kitchen sink, including concrete courtyard amenity spaces, roof top amenity spaces, multiple below grade conditions, as well as 
multiple claddings and window and storefront systems. 

 
Senior Project Manager: Building Envelope Repair and Forensic Architecture 
Allana Buick & Bers, Honolulu, Hawaii - 2010 to 2014 

Had the great fortune to enjoy working in one of the friendliest and unique cultures in America! Investigated, developed and made 
building envelope designs and drawing packages for projects throughout the Hawaiian Islands on Oahu, Maui, and Hawaii, for a 
variety of clients, from the largest landowners in the state to small businessmen and individual owners. Gained new and enriching 
technical perspectives from the unique technical challenges of a Pacific Island environment, while working within a closely knit 
business community with strongly held community values. 

Projects included hotel and resort exterior facade restorations, shopping mall facade restorations, resort and condominium recreation 
deck restorations, hospital and institutional restorations, and elderly housing. 

 
Project Manager: Building Envelope Repair and Forensic Architecture Litigation 
Posard Broek + Associates, San Francisco Bay Area, California - 2008 to 2010 

Rewarding position within a profitable small business environment, reporting to the firm Principles, with responsibilities for developing, 
producing, and implementing stand-alone design packages for remedial repairs at projects throughout the San Francisco Bay area. 

Implemented system for field documenting existing conditions at buildings, and researching products and repair techniques, leading to 
the production of remedial designs for deteriorated and defective building exteriors. Developed techniques and strategies to 
communicate using detailed hand-drawn sketches and photos to clearly guide overseas drafting personnel. Flexibly assisted with the 
firm’s core business in forensic consulting and field investigations as plaintiff experts representing clients locally and nationally. 
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John Olensky  
Project Manager: Building Envelope Design, New Construction 
Olympic Associates, Seattle, Washington - 2007 to 2008 
Designed Building Envelope details, drawings and specifications corresponding to Architectural designs for clients in the Pacific 
Northwest. Collaborated with Architectural design firms focusing on new condominium construction in Seattle and Eastern 
Washington. Collaborated with senior managers while managing personnel producing CAD drawings. Gained eye opening exposure 
to stringent technical requirements and unique products required in a challenging climactic region, requiring understanding, study, and 
implementation of critical building science concepts and state-of-the art building components. 

 
Building Envelope Designer: Historic Architecture 
Page and Turnbull, San Francisco, California - 2006 to 2007 
Provided in-house technical consulting for producing building envelope design details and specifications for adaptive re-use, re-
development, and re-modeling of historic buildings for residential and commercial use. Mentored and collaborated with junior and 
senior colleagues on exterior building envelope details within a medium-sized historic preservation firm, at the longest practicing and 
one of the top preservation firms in the Western United States. 

Projects included redevelopment of historic officers’ barracks into the Disney Family Museum in the Presidio, San Francisco; 
redevelopment of the historic residences in the Presidio; redevelopment of historic multi-unit university housing at Stanford University; 
and remodeling of historic craftsman style homes in San Francisco. 

 
Consultant, Building Envelope Repair and Forensic Architecture Litigation 
Aquatech Consultancy, San Francisco Bay Area, California - 2004 to 2006 
Managed and assisted with forensic field investigations and water testing of building envelope components, producing remedial 
repairs, representing building owners, contractors, and clients in litigation cases. 

Served as an in-house Architectural designer producing architectural CAD designs and drawings for a variety of buildings ranging 
from wood frame to curtain wall assemblies, for residential, commercial and public-sector clients. Performed small scale investigations 
and water testing of difficult, head-scratching building defects, leading to production of short form specification repair reports featuring 
hand sketches, annotated photos, and manufacturers’ product data. 

 
Project Manager, Building Envelope Repair and Forensic Architecture Litigation 
McGinnis Chen Associates, San Francisco, California - 2000 to 2004 
Began initial Forensic Architectural career for a recognized and respected San Francisco Forensic Architecture firm, producing 
exterior remedial repair designs, managing production of construction drawings, and performing construction observation. Projects 
included existing contemporary and historic buildings varying from multi-story office towers to low rise residential and commercial 
structures, ranging from wood frame to storefront construction, clad in stucco, siding, stone veneer, and EIFS. 

Developed valuable skills for performing forensic field investigations for repair projects, including documenting existing buildings, using 
detailed measured hand-sketches and digital photography, translating the field information into accurate base drawings that formed 
the basis for remedial repair CAD drawings and specifications. 

Projects varied widely and included remedial repair at Wells Fargo World Headquarters in the San Francisco Financial District; 
investigation and preparation of exterior envelope conditions assessments of high and low rise historic buildings in the San Francisco 
Financial District; investigations and remedial repairs to Bank of America buildings in the San Francisco Bay Area, commercial office 
buildings in Sacramento, hotels on the Coastal Sonoma County, California, and an assisted living complex on the Bay Area Peninsula 

 

EDUCATION 
Master Conservation Historic 
Towns and Buildings 
Catholic University Leuven 
Leuven, 1999 

Bachelor of Environmental 
Studies in Architecture 
University of Manitoba 
1986 to 1992 

SKILLS 
Computer Graphics and Architectural CAD drafting with AutoCad and Revit; training and 
experience in hand drafting; PDF red line markup and illustration using Bluebeam Revu: 
Digital photo editing using Photoshop and other photo software; Report writing including 
developing graphic and photographic content using MS Word and Publisher; Estimating A&E 
services and construction budgets using MS Excel; Layout of digital photos, illustrations, 
sketches, and drawings using MS Publisher and Adobe Acrobat; Extensive digital 
photographic experience in field documenting architectural conditions; Production of precise, 
measured hand drawn field sketches for documenting existing conditions; Operation of 
various field testing apparatus including Elcometer, moisture meters, thermal imaging 
camera, and water testing with spray racks and standardized nozzles 
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 *For most boards and commissions, the term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment
date.

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 

Appointee Name: Sarah C. Rich 

Board or Commission Name: Seattle Center Advisory Commission 

Position Title: Member 

☐ Appointment ☒ Reappointment *Term of Position:  9/29/2026  to 9/28/2029

☐ Serving partial term (eligible for full terms thereafter)

Appointing Authority:  ☐ City Council    ☒ Mayor   ☐ Other: Insert Appointing Authority 

City Council Confirmation Required?  ☒ Yes   ☐ No  

Residential Neighborhood: Council District 6   

Appointee brief overview:  
Sarah Rich is currently a full-time mother and volunteers for her children's schools. Rich previously 
worked as the Digital Marketing Manager at Ritani where she worked on their email and affiliate 
marketing programs. Before that, she was the Marketing and Retention Manager at The Seattle Times 
where she drove the subscription retention and direct marketing strategies.  
   
Rich served as a Get Engaged Member of the Seattle Center Advisory Commission prior to serving as a 
Commissioner. She was part of the Imagine Curriculum Team that won the AKCHO Heritage Education 
Award in 2012 for curriculum it developed about Seattle Center and the 1962 World’s Fair. In 2010, she 
received a Newspaper Association of America award for curriculum development.  
   
Rich is a graduate of Oberlin College with a concentration in geology. She also holds a Master’s in 
Teaching from Pace University and completed the Teach For America program, teaching high school 
earth science in the Bronx.  

Appointing Authority Signature: 

Date Signed: 6/16/26 

Appointing Authority Printed Name and Title: 

Katie B. Wilson 
Mayor of Seattle 
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Sarah C. Rich 
 

 

Energetic, digitally-savvy marketing professional with nine years of experience helping acquire 

customers, develop sales leads, and drive revenues within a highly competitive B2C industry niche 
Areas of Expertise 

 
 

Employment History & Accomplishments 
MOTHER Seattle, WA: 2015-present 

• Currently a stay-at-home mom to two children, the role for which I am most proud 

CONSULTANT Seattle, WA: 2016-2019 
• Working as a part-time consultant, advising multiple clients and developing their marketing and business strategies 

RITANI Seattle, WA: 2014-2016 
• Was responsible for the email and affiliate marketing channels for Ritani.com, which generated over 
• $3MM in annual net revenue 
• Managed Ritani’s inbound/outbound email programs, developing strategy & content for 200K consumers 
• Increased traffic and revenue from the email channel by over 100% by implementing a comprehensive strategy, including 

promotional, automated and personalized email campaigns 
• Directed an end-to-end effort to select a new email service provider for Ritani - researching, negotiating terms and integrating 

the new solution 
• Led the affiliate program, managing over 100 existing partnerships and forging new relationships to drive sales for Ritani.com 
• Spearheaded all promotional holiday efforts, working closely with development and content teams to execute promotions for 

Ritani.com 
• Created marketing dashboards to analyze ROI and campaign performance metrics 

THE SEATTLE TIMES Seattle, WA: 2008-present 

Marketing & Customer Retention Manager (2013-Present) 
• Designed and managed marketing initiatives aimed at improving subscriber retention through various targeted marketing 

methods including email, direct mail, inserts and display advertising (print/digital) 
• Administered budget of $500k and managed key relationships with vendors and advertising agencies 
• Coordinated a weekly rewards/loyalty email campaign with offers from over 50 local partners 
• Work closely with Business Intelligence team to analyze ROI and campaign performance metrics 
• Participate on (and occasionally lead) larger cross-functional marketing projects for the organization, collaborating with key 

personnel in the branding, circulation, sales, finance, and advertising departments 

Marketing Plan Development 
Campaign Management 

Direct Mail / Direct Response Marketing Project Management 

Advertising, Promotions & Special Offers Telemarketing / Inside Sales 
Customer Loyalty/Retention 

Management 
 

Collateral, Branding and 
Messaging 

 

Recurring 
Revenue/Subscriptions 

 
Branding & Positioning 

Vendor Selection/Management 
 

Digital & Social Media Channels  
 

Marketing Manager—Consumer Products 
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Marketing & Promotions Specialist (2011-2013) 
• Managed the Seattle Restaurant Week promotion from end-to-end, coordinating partnerships with more than 165 restaurants,

attracting over 20,000 customers, and generating more than $750,000 in revenue
• Coordinated dozens of promotions and sponsorships with major clients including Seattle Theatre Group, 5th Avenue Theatre,

Live Nation, Seattle Foundation, Pacific Northwest Ballet and Pacific Science Center
• Designed and ran targeted marketing campaigns to drive incremental revenue and audience engagement
• Received the Seattle Times Sales and Marketing Award for Revenue in 3rd Quarter, 2012
• Worked closely with advertising sales directors to conceptualize and launch creative promotional efforts that generated over

$500k in new revenue and led over $3.5M in client sales

Outreach Specialist, Newspapers In Education (NIE) Program (2008-2011) 
• Led strategic marketing and recruitment plan that grew NIE circulation rates by more than 150%
• Managed a team of contractors in the development of appropriate program curriculum and web content
• Prior experience as Teach For America Corps Member, Frederick Douglass Academy III, Bronx, NY.

Education & Affiliations 

M.S. Teaching, Pace University, New York, NY (4.0 G.P.A.)

B.A. Geology, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH (3.62 G.P.A.)  

Secretary, Cascadia Elementary PTA (2025-Present)  

Member, Green Lake Elementary PTA (2025-Present) 

Coach and Volunteer, NCLL (2025-Present)  

Leader, Girl Scout Troop #42566 (2024-Present)  

Volunteer, Seattle Public Schools (2022-Present) 

Commissioner, Seattle Center Advisory Commission (2012-Present) 

Member, Get Engaged Program (2012-2013) 

Member, Community of Thinkers, Seattle Art Museum (2009-2011) 

United Way Giving Campaign Coordinator, The Seattle Times (2011) 
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WATERFRONT PARK OPERATIONS
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• Partnership with non-profit Friends of Waterfront Park

• Dedicated, specialized City maintenance team from Seattle Center 

• Free public programming and activation year-round through Friends 

• Public safety and outreach services jointly provided

• Oversight Committee to ensure accountability and Mayor/Council reporting

PARK OPERATIONS

2
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3

WATERFRONT OPS TEAM 
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• Dedicated team that provides daily maintenance of the park

• Dedicated landscaping team 

• Over 600 graffiti tags removed in 2025

• In 2025, over 450 Work Orders issued, outside of daily trash removal and litter picking

WATERFRONT OPERATIONS TEAM

4
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PUBLIC SAFETY TEAM (ESU)
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6

WATERFRONT PUBLIC SAFETY TIERED RESPONSE 
Outreach to assist visitors in need of support resources. 
This is currently provided by REACH, under contract to 
Friends. 

Social Services Tier 1

Customer-focused staff wearing Friends’ branded 
clothing/uniform. Provides information, directions, 
verbal reminders re: rules. Friends’ front-line team to 
ensure a positive visitor experience. Reports issues to 
enforcement and maintenance teams as needed.

Park AmbassadorsTier 2

City staff that can enforce Waterfront Park RulesBasic Park Rules 
Enforcement

Tier 3

SPD response to criminal activity or life-threatening 
situations.

Criminal EnforcementTier 4 
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7

Seattle Center is 
committed to creating and 

maintaining a safe and 
welcoming environment 
for all.  They have a team 
of public safety personnel 

with a 24/7 presence. 

The waterfront hired a 
dedicated public safety 
team as an extension of 
Seattle Center’s team to 

enforce park rules, as 
needed. 

REACH’s work begins by 
forging trust between clients 
and their team members. 
These relationships are the 
key to REACH’S work.

REACH meets people where 
they are and work with 
them to meet the goals that 
they define.

Friends contracts with 
REACH to provide services 
along the waterfront. 

TIER 1
Social 

Services 

TIER 2
Park 

Ambassadors

TIER 3
ESU

Basic Park Rule 
Enforcement

Park Ambassadors are 
Friends staff that are 

uniformed and 
approachable to assist 
with park operations. 

They can remind the 
public of park rules but do 

not enforce. 
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ESU AUTHORITY

8

• Authority to enforce Waterfront Park Rules
• Anything criminal or life-threatening goes to SPD/SFD
• Waterfront Park Rules established in 2023

• Vast majority of rules already in existence between SPR and CEN
• New rules related to water and promenade safety
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2025 PUBLIC SAFETY DATA

9

• Over 43,000 public interactions

• Less than 1% in relation to park rule violations

• 0 established encampments since 2023
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SEATTLE SOCCER CELEBRATION – WORLD CUP 

10
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SEATTLE SOCCER CELEBRATION

11
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SEATTLE SOCCER CELEBRATION 

12

• Pier 62 activated on 10 days

• Floating barge activated

• Pier 58 activated on June 19th and July 6th

• March to the Match 
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2026 TORCHLIGHT 
RUN AND PARADE

13

62



SUMMER PROGRAMMING
• Spotlight Series

Yoga
Zumba
Basketball 
Waterfront Block Party
Salmon Homecoming 
Rentals like Parkchata

Swipe through for the full lineup and check out the details 
here: https://waterfrontparkseattle.org/events/
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WATERFRONT BLOCK PARTY
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QUESTIONS?
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DESIGNATED EXPRESSION SPACES

17
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June 18, 2026 

Via Email (Rob.Saka@seattle.gov) 
Councilmember Rob Saka 
Seattle City Council 
600 4th Ave. 2nd Floor  
Seattle, Washington 98104 

Re: Modifying Grant of Approval for Alley Vacation in Block 95 for Swedish Health Services (CF 
314304, CF 314477) 

Dear Councilmember Saka: 

Swedish Health Services (“Swedish”) manages the Swedish First Hill campus in Seattle.  
Swedish seeks to modify the City’s grant of approval for the petition to vacate the alley in Block 95, 
Terry’s Second Addition, within City Council District 3, in the block bounded by Boren Avenue, 
Cherry Street, Minor Avenue, and Columbia Street (“Block 95”).  The alley vacation approval was 
originally approved in Clerk File 314304, and then extended in Clerk File 314477.   

Swedish is constructing a $1.4 billion new hospital across the street from Block 95. The 
original Medical Office Building and loading facility planned for the Block 95 site has been deferred. 
However, the First Hill community and Swedish desire to build the public improvements tied to the 
alley vacation in Block 95. The proposed modifications to the City’s grant of conceptual approval to 
vacate the alley in Block 95 will allow Swedish to construct those public improvements and to obtain 
title to the Block 95 alley land, before completing the now deferred Block 95 project. To achieve 
those goals, we enclose a proposed revised grant of conceptual approval for your review. 

Please let us know if any additional information would be helpful in pursuing this 
modification.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

cc: Joy Hollingsworth (Joy.Hollingsworth@seattle.gov)  
Lish Whitson (Lish.Whitson@seattle.gov) 
Rebecca Masking (Rebecca.Masking@seattle.gov) 
ND: 25373.003 4917-8001-5528v3 
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Block 95 Alley Vacation Conditional Approval, Clerk File 314550 
Rebeccah Maskin 
August 4, 2026 
v3 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF SWEDISH HEALTH SERVICES TO 
FURTHER MODIFY THE GRANT OF APPROVAL FOR THE PETITION OF THE 

VACATION OF THE ALLEY IN BLOCK 95, TERRY'S SECOND ADDITION, WITHIN 
CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 3, IN THE BLOCK BOUNDED BY COLUMBIA STREET, 

MINOR AVENUE, CHERRY STREET, AND BOREN AVENUE 

CLERK FILE 314304 
CLERK FILE 314477 
CLERK FILE 314550 

The City Council modifies its grant of approval of the Swedish Health Services petition 
contained in Clerk File 314304 approved August 8, 2016, and the extended approval as 
described in Clerk File 314477, so as to authorize vacation of: 

The alley lying within Block 95, Terry's Second Addition to the 
City of Seattle, according to the Plat thereof recorded in Volume 
1 of Plats, Page 87, Records of King County, Washington; 
Containing an area of 3,841 square feet or 0.0882 Acres, more or 
less; Situate in the City of Seattle, King County, Washington 

Clerk File 314550 is granted subject to the following: 

The vacation is granted to allow the Petitioner to redevelop Block 95 
substantially in conformance with the medical and support uses identified for 
the site in the Major Institution Master Plan for Swedish Medical Center First 
Hill Campus adopted by Ordinance 121965, such as the project presented 
to the City Council in August of 2016, and for no other purpose. 

The vacation is granted upon the Petitioner meeting the following conditions, 
which are modified versions of the conditions contained in Clerk Files 
314304 and 314477. The Petitioner shall demonstrate that all conditions 
imposed on the vacation by the City Council have been satisfied: all utility 
work relating to the vacation including easements or other agreements is 
completed; all public benefit elements have been provided; any other 
agreements or easements have been completed and recorded as 
necessary; the appraised value of the alley lands and all fees are paid, prior 
to the passage of the street vacation ordinance. 

1. All street improvements shall be designed to City
standards, as modified by these conditions to implement
the Public Benefit requirements, and be reviewed and
approved by the Seattle Department of Transportation;
elements of the street improvement plan and required
street improvements to be reviewed include:
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Block 95 Alley Vacation Conditions for Swedish, Clerk File 314550 

Page 2 of 6 

 

 

 
Street improvement plan showing sidewalks, street trees, 
bike racks, street furniture, lighting, art or artist-made 
elements, and landscaping around the site and the off-site 
public benefit features, including but not limited to these 
specific elements: 

• Marion to Madison sidewalk and plantings; 
• Minor & Seneca curb bulbs, sidewalks, furnishings & plantings; 
• University & Summit traffic circle; 
• Boylston & Seneca curbs bulbs, sidewalk, furnishings, & plantings; 
• Boylston & Marion curb bulbs & sidewalk; 
• Broadway Avenue plantings; 
• Wayfinding signs and street tree replacement; 
• Public art in the ROW along the First Hill Mile; 
• Columbia & Cherry expanded and enhanced pedestrian streetscape; 
• Pedestrian controlled signal at Boren & Cherry; and 
• Pedestrian controlled signal at Minor & James. 

It is expected that construction of the street improvements listed in this section 
will occur pursuant to an SDOT-approved Street Improvement Permit and be 
completed in two years. 

2. Any remaining utility issues shall be resolved to the full 
satisfaction of the affected utility prior to the approval of the final 
vacation ordinance. This may include easements, restrictive 
covenants, relocation agreements, or acquisition of the utilities, 
which shall be at the sole expense of the Petitioner. Utilities 
impacted may include: 

• Seattle City Light; 
• Seattle Public Utilities; 
• Puget Sound Energy; and 
• CenturyLink Communications. 

 
Prior to the commencement of any development activity on the site, the Petitioner 
shall work with the affected utilities and provide for the protection of the utility 
facilities. 

3. It is expected that development of the improvements listed in Condition 1 will 
commence within approximately 2 years after this approval and will be 
completed before the expiration of this conditional approval in 2029. The 
petitioner shall provide SDOT with quarterly reports, following Council 
approval of the vacation, providing updates on the redevelopment within the 
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Major Institution Master Plan, schedule, and progress on meeting the 
conditions of approval. 

4. Completion of a development project on Block 95 is not a precondition to 
granting the Alley Vacation. The petitioner may seek a final ordinance 
granting the vacation after a Property Use Development Agreement, as 
described in condition 8, has been negotiated. 

5. The Petitioner shall work with the City to develop an appropriate interim 
condition at the site, (e.g., graded, erosion controlled, and secured), and the 
Petitioner will install those interim improvements on the same timeframe as 
the construction of the street improvements listed in Condition 1. This interim 
condition shall be maintained by the Petitioner until redevelopment of the 
property occurs. 

6. Access to the Block 95 property may include three access points, unless 
otherwise approved by SDCI or SDOT: two driveways on Cherry Street and 
one exit-only driveway on Columbia Street. Curb cuts associated with these 
access points will be constructed together with any development activity on 
the site, and their presence described in the Property Use and Development 
Agreement required by condition 8. 

7. The Petitioner is a health care facility, for which maintaining a healing 
environment is paramount. In the context of maintaining the healing 
environment, free speech activities such as hand billing, signature gathering, 
and holding signs, all without obstructing access to the space, the building, or 
other adjacent amenity features, and without unreasonably interfering with the 
enjoyment of the space by others, shall be allowed within the vacation public 
benefit features; however, the Petitioner shall retain the right to preclude any 
such activities in the event they interfere with the provision of healthcare 
services in a healing environment. Members of the public may be asked to 
leave for conduct that unreasonably interferes with the enjoyment of the space 
by others or unreasonably interferes with the provision of healthcare services 
in a healing environment that includes but is not limited to, activities that 
create noise that interferes with patients' rest and recovery, and interfere with 
access to care including emergency care and physician services. Signage 
clearly identifying public access and allowed free speech activities is required 
at the public open space elements and shall require the review and approval 
of SDOT Street Vacations. Signage shall be consistent with signage provided 
for public amenity space, if any, on the site. Any violation of these conditions 
will be enforced through Chapter 15.90 of the Seattle Municipal Code. 

8. The Petitioner shall develop and maintain the public benefit elements as 
defined by the City Council. A Property Use and Development Agreement 
(PUDA) shall be required to ensure that the public benefit elements remain 
open and accessible to the public 24 hours per day, with temporary closures 
permitted for reasons such as maintenance, safety, or private functions and to 
outline future maintenance obligations of the improvements. Signage shall be 
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provided as described in Condition 7. The final design of the public benefit 
elements shall require the review and approval of SDOT Street Vacations. 
SDOT may request additional review by the Design Commission of the 
implementation of the public benefit elements or the pedestrian 
enhancements, as necessary. Public benefit elements in the right-of-way 
require additional SIP review, street use permits and indemnification; public 
and private areas must be clearly distinguished and markers in the sidewalk 
shall be required. The public benefit requirements include the following 
features as well as corresponding development standards, including 
approximate square footage dimensions: 
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Block 95 Alley Vacation Proposal 
 

 Public Benefit 
Component 

Description Quantity Estimated 
Cost1 

1 First Hill Mile Sidewalk & pedestrian crossing 
improvements 

 $1,300,000 

• Marion to Madison sidewalk and 
plantings 

4,800 SF  

• Minor & Seneca curb bulbs, 
sidewalk furnishings and 
plantings 

2,650 SF  

• University & Summit traffic circle 925 SF  

• Boylston & Seneca curb bulbs, 3,870 SF  
• Sidewalk, furnishings and 

plantings 
• Boylston & Spring traffic circle 
• Boylston & Marion curb bulbs 

and sidewalk 
• Broadway Avenue plantings  
• Wayfinding signs 
• Street tree replacements 

 
1,130 SF 
2,715 SF 
830 SF 
11 
39 

 

2 First Hill Park 
Contribution 

Contribution toward 
improvements to First Hill Park 

$500,000  

3 Public Art Public art in the ROW along the 
First Hill Mile 

$300,000  

4 Minor Avenue 
Voluntary 
Setback 

Setback along Minor Avenue 1,700 SF $125,000 

5 Boren Avenue 
Voluntary 
Setback 

Setback along Boren Avenue 1,200 SF $90,000 

6 Columbia St. 
Row 
Improvements 

Expanded and enhanced pedestrian 
streetscape 

980 SF $40,000 

7 Cherry St. Row 
Improvements 

Expanded and enhanced pedestrian 
streetscape 

560 SF $70,000 

8 Pedestrian 
Controlled 
Signal 

Pedestrian controlled signal at 
Boren & Cherry 

1 $200,000 

 
1 In 2016 dollars. 
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9    Pedestrian 
Controlled 
Signal 

Pedestrian controlled signal at 
Minor & James 

1 $200,000 

TOTAL $2,825,000 
 
 
 

 
Granted by the City Council the ________ day of ________________________, 2026, 

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this _____ day of 

_________________________, 2026.  

____________________________________ 

President ____________ of the City Council 
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DRAFT

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF SWEDISH HEALTH SERVICES TO FURTHER MODIFY THE 
GRANT OF APPROVAL FOR THE PETITION OF THE VACATION OF THE ALLEY IN BLOCK 95, 

TERRY'S SECOND ADDITION, WITHIN CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 3, IN THE BLOCK BOUNDED BY 
COLUMBIA STREET, MINOR AVENUE, CHERRY STREET, AND BOREN AVENUE  

CLERK FILE 314304  
CLERK FILE 314477  

CLERK FILE [XXXXXX] 

The City Council modifies its grant of approval of the Swedish Health Services petition contained 
in Clerk File 314304 approved August 8, 2016, and the extended approval as described in Clerk 
File 314477, so as to authorize vacation of: 

The alley lying within Block 95, Terry's Second Addition to the City of 
Seattle, according to the Plat thereof recorded in Volume 1 of Plats, Page 
87, Records of King County, Washington; Containing an area of 3,841 
square feet or 0.0882 Acres, more or less; Situate in the City of Seattle, 
King County, Washington 

Clerk File [XXXXXX] is granted subject to the following:  

The vacation is granted upon the Petitioner meeting the following conditions, 
which conditions are modified versions of the conditions contained in Clerk Files 
314304 and 314477. The Petitioner shall demonstrate that all conditions imposed 
on the vacation by the City Council have been satisfied: all utility work relating to 
the vacation including easements or other agreements is completed; all public 
benefit elements have been provided; any other agreements or easements have 
been completed and recorded as necessary; the appraised value of the alley lands 
and all fees are paid, prior to the passage of the street vacation ordinance.  

1. All street improvements shall be designed to City standards,
as modified by these conditions to implement the Public
Benefit requirements, and be reviewed and approved by the
Seattle Department of Transportation; elements of the
street improvement plan and required street improvements
to be reviewed include:
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Street improvement plan showing sidewalks, street trees, bike 
racks, street furniture, lighting, art or artist-made elements, 
and landscaping around the site and the off-site public benefit 
features, including but not limited to these specific elements: 
• Marion to Madison sidewalk and plantings;
• Minor & Seneca curb bulbs, sidewalks, furnishings & plantings;
• University & Summit traffic circle;
• Boylston & Seneca curbs bulbs, sidewalk, furnishings, & plantings;
• Boylston & Marion curb bulbs & sidewalk;
• Broadway Avenue plantings;
• Wayfinding signs and street tree replacement;
• Public art in the ROW along the First Hill Mile;
• Columbia & Cherry expanded and enhanced pedestrian streetscape;
• Pedestrian controlled signal at Boren & Cherry; and
• Pedestrian controlled signal at Minor & James.

It is expected that construction of the street improvements listed in this section
will occur pursuant to an SDOT-approved Street Improvement Permit and be
completed in two years.

2. Any remaining utility issues shall be resolved to the full satisfaction 
of the affected utility prior to the approval of the final vacation
ordinance.  This may include easements, restrictive covenants,
relocation agreements, or acquisition of the utilities, which shall be
at the sole expense of the Petitioner. Utilities impacted may
include:

• Seattle City Light;
• Seattle Public Utilities;
• Puget Sound Energy; and
• CenturyLink  Communications.

Prior to the commencement of any development activity on the site, the Petitioner 
shall work with the affected utilities and provide for the protection of the utility 
facilities. 

3. The Petitioner shall work with the City to develop an appropriate interim
condition at the site, (e.g., graded, erosion controlled, and secured), and the
Petitioner will install those interim improvements on the same timeframe as the
construction of the street improvements listed in section 1. This interim condition
shall be maintained by the Petitioner until development occurs.
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4. Access to the Block 95 property may include three access points: two driveways
on Cherry Street and one exit-only driveway on Columbia Street. Curb cuts
associated with these access points will be constructed together with any
development activity on the site, and their presence described in the Property
Use and Development Agreement required by section 6.

5. The Petitioner is a health care facility, for which maintaining a healing
environment is paramount. In the context of maintaining the healing
environment, free speech activities such as hand billing, signature gathering, and 
holding signs, all without obstructing access to the space, the building, or other
adjacent amenity features, and without unreasonably interfering with the
enjoyment of the space by others, shall be allowed within the vacation public
benefit features; however, the Petitioner shall retain the right to preclude any
such activities in the event they interfere with the provision of healthcare services
in a healing environment. Members of the public may be asked to leave for
conduct that unreasonably interferes with the enjoyment of the space by others
or unreasonably interferes with the provision of healthcare services in a healing
environment that includes but is not limited to, activities that create noise that
interferes with patients' rest and recovery, and interfere with access to care
including emergency care and physician services. Signage clearly identifying
public access and allowed free speech activities is required at the public open
space elements and shall require the review and approval of SDOT Street
Vacations. Signage shall be consistent with signage provided for public amenity
space, if any, on the site. Any violation of these conditions will be enforced 
through Chapter 15.90 of the Seattle Municipal Code. 

6. The Petitioner shall develop and maintain the public benefit elements as defined
by the City Council. A Property Use and Development Agreement (PUDA) shall be
required to ensure that the public benefit elements remain open and accessible
to the public 24 hours per day, with temporary closures permitted for reasons 
such as maintenance, safety, or private functions and to outline future
maintenance obligations of the improvements. Signage shall be provided as
described in Condition 4. The final design of the public benefit elements shall 
require the review and approval of SDOT Street Vacations. SDOT may request
additional review by the Design Commission of the implementation of the public
benefit elements or the pedestrian enhancements, as necessary. Public benefit
elements in the right-of-way require additional SIP review, street use permits and
indemnification; public and private areas must be clearly distinguished and 
markers in the sidewalk shall be required. The public benefit requirements include
the following features as well as corresponding development standards, including
approximate square footage dimensions:
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Block 95 Alley Vacation Proposal 

PUBLIC 
BENEFIT 

DESCRIPTION QUANTITY ESTIMATED 
COST1 

1 First Hill Mile Sidewalk & pedestrian crossing 
improvements 

$1,300,000 

 Marion to Madison sidewalk and
plantings

4,800 SF 

 Minor & Seneca curb bulbs, sidewalk, 
furnishings and plantings

2,650 SF 

 University & Summit traffic circle 925 SF 

 Boylston & Seneca curb bulbs, 3,870 SF 
 Sidewalk, furnishings and plantings
 Boylston & Spring traffic circle
 Boylston & Marion curb bulbs and

sidewalk
 Broadway Avenue plantings

Wayfinding signs
 Street tree replacements

1,130 SF 
2,715 SF 
830 SF 
11 
39 

2 First Hill Park 
Contribution 

Contribution toward
improvements to First Hill Park

$500,000 

3 Public Art Public art in the ROW along the 
First Hill Mile 

$300,000 

4 Minor Avenue 
Voluntary 
Setback 

Setback along Minor Avenue 1,700 SF $125,000 

5 Boren Avenue 
Voluntary 
Setback 

Setback along Boren Avenue 1,200 SF $90,000 

6 Columbia St. 
Row 
Improvements 

Expanded and enhanced pedestrian 
streetscape 

980 SF $40,000 

7 Cherry St. Row 
Improvements 

Expanded and enhanced pedestrian 
streetscape 

560 SF $70,000 

8 Pedestrian 
Controlled 
Signal 

Pedestrian controlled signal at Boren & 
Cherry 

1 $200,000 

1 In 2016 dollars. 
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9 Pedestrian 
Controlled 
Signal 

Pedestrian controlled signal at Minor & 
James 

1 $200,000 

TOTAL $2,825,000 

[DATE AND COUNCIL SIGNATURE BLOCK] 
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700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3800  |  PO Box 34996  |  Seattle, WA 98124-4996  |  206-684-ROAD (7623)  |  seattle.gov/transportation 

 

August 3, 2026 

 

Honorable Rob Saka, Chair 

Transportation, Waterfront, and Seattle Center Committee 

Seattle City Council 

600 Fourth Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 98104 

 

Subject:  Modification of City Council conditions for Swedish Health Services for the Block 95 alley 

vacation in Clerk File 314304 and 314477. 

 

Dear Council Member Saka and Honorable Members of the Committee: 

 

t������(}�Á���]vP�^Á��]�Z�,��o�Z�^��À]����~^^Á��]�Z_�}��^W��]�]}v��_�����µ�����}�u}�](Ç��Z���}v�]�]}v��

imposed by the City Council in Clerk Files 314304 and 314477.  Swedish is requesting these conditions be 

modified to remove the obligation to complete the construction of the medical office building and 

loading facility at Block 95, while maintaining that Block 95 be developed in accordance with the 

Swedish First Hill Major Institution Master Plan.  Swedish will complete the public benefits and other 

conditions the City Council imposed in Clerk Files 314304 and 314477.  

 

SDOT supports the modification to the City Council conditions and recommends approval. 

 

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 

 

The proposed development is within the boundaries of City Council District 3. 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL REVIEW 

 

In 2016, the Sustainability and Transportation Committee reviewed the proposed expansion of the 

Swedish First Hill Campus.  A public hearing was held on the proposal, and the Committee considered 

the alley vacation.  The Committee and the full Council granted the vacation subject to conditions (Clerk 

File 314304). 

 

/v�îìîíU��Z��d��v��}����]}v��v��h�]o]�]����}uu]�����Z�����^Á��]�Z[�����µ�����}��Æ��v���Z���]u�o]v��(}��

completion to 2029.  The Committee and the full Council granted this request (Clerk File 314477). 

 

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION OF COUNCIL CONDITIONS 

 

Swedish has been constructing a new hospital across the street from Block 95.  The planned medical 

office building and loading facility on Block 95 has been deferred due to current economic conditions.  

Swedish is proposing completing the public benefits and remaining conditions tied to the Block 95 alley 

vacation in Clerk File 314477, but removing the obligation to complete the specific medical office 

building and loading facility as a condition to fulfill its obligations, while maintaining that the site be 

developed for the uses identified in terms Major Institution Master Plan.  Once Swedish completes the 

remaining City Council conditions associated with the Block 95 alley vacation, SDOT would prepare a 

final vacation ordinance to be considered by City Council.  
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August 3, 2026 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
To:  Transportation, Waterfront, and Seattle Center Committee 
From:  Rebeccah Maskin, Analyst    
Subject:   Clerk File 314550 – Swedish First Hill alley vacation conditions modification and 

approval 

Introduction and Overview  

On August 6, 2026, the Transportation, Waterfront, and Seattle Center Committee (the 
Committee) will discuss and possibly vote to approve Clerk File (CF) 314550, modifying 
conditions of approval for an alley vacation conditionally approved in CF 314304 in 2016, and 
extended under CF 314477 in 2021, that would facilitate the development of a new medical 
office and support service building pursuant to Swedish’s 2005 Major Institution Master Plan. 
Swedish First Hill (Swedish) submitted a request to modify the approved conditions to 
accommodate further construction delays in the project, while still delivering approved public 
benefits. 
  
Swedish First Hill and the Block 95 Development 

The Swedish First Hill Major Institution Master Plan was adopted in 2005. The plan authorized 
the development of a building that would combine medical support and offices on “Block 95.” 
Block 95 is the block bounded by Boren Avenue on the west, Columbia Street on the north, 
Minor Avenue on the east and Cherry Street on the South. Previous buildings on this block have 
been demolished in advance of the proposed development. 
 
The Master Plan supports the vacation of the alley on Block 95 and provides for its 
redevelopment with a combination of central support, medical offices, research, and parking 
and loading uses. This project, identified as “Building E” in the Master Plan, would be connected 
to the rest of the Swedish campus across Minor Avenue through a skybridge to be used by 
patients and a tunnel to be used by employees to support the rest of the hospital campus. The 
tunnel and skybridge were conceptually approved by Ordinance 126413 and Ordinance 125142 
(extended by Ordinance 126414), respectively. 
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Public benefit conditions of the alley vacation 

On August 8, 2016, the Council provided conceptual approval to Swedish for the vacation of the 
alley on Block 95 to facilitate the project described in the previous section. 
 
Conditions placed on the vacation included provision of the following public benefits: 

• Street improvements on several First Hill streets and intersections to implement the “First 
Hill Mile” – a string of pedestrian improvements to create a one-mile pedestrian walking 
route, with a design that prioritizes and enhances the pedestrian experience. Swedish will 
provide widened sidewalks, extended curb bulbs, landscaping, art, and wayfinding that 
identifies the route. 

• Funding for improvements to First Hill Park. 

• Additional streetscape improvements at and near the site. 
 
The Council’s conditional approval was limited to five years, which was extended for an 
additional eight years, ending in August of 2029, with the Council’s approval of CF 314477. 
Swedish is not proposing to modify any of the public benefits in their request to modify the 
vacation conditions of approval. 
 
Modified conditions of approval 

The proposed modifications to the conditions of approval granted in CF 314303 and CF 314477 
address further construction delays on the Block 95 project while Swedish constructs other 
projects in the Major Institution Master Plan. The draft condition modifications: 

• Approve the alley vacation for uses and purposes identified in the Swedish First Hill Major 
Institution Master Plan for Block 95, in place of the development proposed in 2016. 

• Add a condition that seeks to ensure maintenance and upkeep of the Block 95 
construction site while it is under development. 

• Stipulate that the public benefits offered in exchange for the alley vacation should be 
completed before the conditional approval expires in 2029. 
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Next Steps 

If the committee supports the revised conditions in CF 314550, it should take the following 
steps: 

1. Vote to add the draft conditions of approval included as attachment 1 to this 
memorandum to CF 314550. The conditions as drafted would indicate the Council’s 
approval of the project as conditioned and would allow development of Block 95 street 
improvements to occur as soon as construction permits are granted by the Seattle 
Department of Construction and Inspections. The conditions indicate those steps the 
Petitioners would need to complete prior to the Council granting final approval and 
transferring ownership of the alley to the Petitioners. The conditions also indicate that 
the Council will grant final approval if the conditions have been met. 

2. Move to recommend conditional approval of the vacation petition contained in Clerk File 
314550. 
 

Attachments  

1. Block 95 Alley Vacation Conditional Approval, Clerk File 314550 
2. Summary of Seattle’s Street Vacation Policies 

 

cc:  Lish Whitson, Director  
Calvin Chow, Deputy Director 
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Block 95 Alley Vacation Conditional Approval, Clerk File 314550 Attachment 1 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF SWEDISH HEALTH SERVICES TO 
FURTHER MODIFY THE GRANT OF APPROVAL FOR THE PETITION OF THE 

VACATION OF THE ALLEY IN BLOCK 95, TERRY'S SECOND ADDITION, WITHIN 
CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 3, IN THE BLOCK BOUNDED BY COLUMBIA STREET, 

MINOR AVENUE, CHERRY STREET, AND BOREN AVENUE 

CLERK FILE 314304 
CLERK FILE 314477 
CLERK FILE 314550 

The City Council modifies its grant of approval of the Swedish Health Services petition 
contained in Clerk File 314304 approved August 8, 2016, and the extended approval as 
described in Clerk File 314477, so as to authorize vacation of: 

The alley lying within Block 95, Terry's Second Addition to the 
City of Seattle, according to the Plat thereof recorded in Volume 
1 of Plats, Page 87, Records of King County, Washington; 
Containing an area of 3,841 square feet or 0.0882 Acres, more or 
less; Situate in the City of Seattle, King County, Washington 

Clerk File 314550 is granted subject to the following: 

The vacation is granted to allow the Petitioner to redevelop Block 95 
substantially in conformance with the medical and support uses identified for 
the site in the Major Institution Master Plan for Swedish Medical Center First 
Hill Campus adopted by Ordinance 121965, such as the project presented 
to the City Council in August of 2016, and for no other purpose. 

The vacation is granted upon the Petitioner meeting the following conditions, 
which are modified versions of the conditions contained in Clerk Files 
314304 and 314477. The Petitioner shall demonstrate that all conditions 
imposed on the vacation by the City Council have been satisfied: all utility 
work relating to the vacation including easements or other agreements is 
completed; all public benefit elements have been provided; any other 
agreements or easements have been completed and recorded as 
necessary; the appraised value of the alley lands and all fees are paid, prior 
to the passage of the street vacation ordinance. 

1. All street improvements shall be designed to City 
standards, as modified by these conditions to implement 
the Public Benefit requirements, and be reviewed and 
approved by the Seattle Department of Transportation; 
elements of the street improvement plan and required 
street improvements to be reviewed include: 
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Street improvement plan showing sidewalks, street trees, 
bike racks, street furniture, lighting, art or artist-made 
elements, and landscaping around the site and the off-site 
public benefit features, including but not limited to these 
specific elements: 

• Marion to Madison sidewalk and plantings; 
• Minor & Seneca curb bulbs, sidewalks, furnishings & plantings; 
• University & Summit traffic circle; 
• Boylston & Seneca curbs bulbs, sidewalk, furnishings, & plantings; 
• Boylston & Marion curb bulbs & sidewalk; 
• Broadway Avenue plantings; 
• Wayfinding signs and street tree replacement; 
• Public art in the ROW along the First Hill Mile; 
• Columbia & Cherry expanded and enhanced pedestrian streetscape; 
• Pedestrian controlled signal at Boren & Cherry; and 
• Pedestrian controlled signal at Minor & James. 

It is expected that construction of the street improvements listed in this section 
will occur pursuant to an SDOT-approved Street Improvement Permit and be 
completed in two years. 

2. Any remaining utility issues shall be resolved to the full 
satisfaction of the affected utility prior to the approval of the final 
vacation ordinance. This may include easements, restrictive 
covenants, relocation agreements, or acquisition of the utilities, 
which shall be at the sole expense of the Petitioner. Utilities 
impacted may include: 

• Seattle City Light; 
• Seattle Public Utilities; 
• Puget Sound Energy; and 
• CenturyLink Communications. 

 
Prior to the commencement of any development activity on the site, the Petitioner 
shall work with the affected utilities and provide for the protection of the utility 
facilities. 

3. It is expected that development of the improvements listed in Condition 1 will 
commence within approximately 2 years after this approval and will be 
completed before the expiration of this conditional approval in 2029. The 
petitioner shall provide SDOT with quarterly reports, following Council 
approval of the vacation, providing updates on the redevelopment within the 
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Major Institution Master Plan, schedule, and progress on meeting the 
conditions of approval. 

4. Completion of a development project on Block 95 is not a precondition to 
granting the Alley Vacation. The petitioner may seek a final ordinance 
granting the vacation after a Property Use Development Agreement, as 
described in condition 8, has been negotiated. 

5. The Petitioner shall work with the City to develop an appropriate interim 
condition at the site, (e.g., graded, erosion controlled, and secured), and the 
Petitioner will install those interim improvements on the same timeframe as 
the construction of the street improvements listed in Condition 1. This interim 
condition shall be maintained by the Petitioner until redevelopment of the 
property occurs. 

6. Access to the Block 95 property may include three access points, unless 
otherwise approved by SDCI or SDOT: two driveways on Cherry Street and 
one exit-only driveway on Columbia Street. Curb cuts associated with these 
access points will be constructed together with any development activity on 
the site, and their presence described in the Property Use and Development 
Agreement required by condition 8. 

7. The Petitioner is a health care facility, for which maintaining a healing 
environment is paramount. In the context of maintaining the healing 
environment, free speech activities such as hand billing, signature gathering, 
and holding signs, all without obstructing access to the space, the building, or 
other adjacent amenity features, and without unreasonably interfering with the 
enjoyment of the space by others, shall be allowed within the vacation public 
benefit features; however, the Petitioner shall retain the right to preclude any 
such activities in the event they interfere with the provision of healthcare 
services in a healing environment. Members of the public may be asked to 
leave for conduct that unreasonably interferes with the enjoyment of the space 
by others or unreasonably interferes with the provision of healthcare services 
in a healing environment that includes but is not limited to, activities that 
create noise that interferes with patients' rest and recovery, and interfere with 
access to care including emergency care and physician services. Signage 
clearly identifying public access and allowed free speech activities is required 
at the public open space elements and shall require the review and approval 
of SDOT Street Vacations. Signage shall be consistent with signage provided 
for public amenity space, if any, on the site. Any violation of these conditions 
will be enforced through Chapter 15.90 of the Seattle Municipal Code. 

8. The Petitioner shall develop and maintain the public benefit elements as 
defined by the City Council. A Property Use and Development Agreement 
(PUDA) shall be required to ensure that the public benefit elements remain 
open and accessible to the public 24 hours per day, with temporary closures 
permitted for reasons such as maintenance, safety, or private functions and to 
outline future maintenance obligations of the improvements. Signage shall be 
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provided as described in Condition 7. The final design of the public benefit 
elements shall require the review and approval of SDOT Street Vacations. 
SDOT may request additional review by the Design Commission of the 
implementation of the public benefit elements or the pedestrian 
enhancements, as necessary. Public benefit elements in the right-of-way 
require additional SIP review, street use permits and indemnification; public 
and private areas must be clearly distinguished and markers in the sidewalk 
shall be required. The public benefit requirements include the following 
features as well as corresponding development standards, including 
approximate square footage dimensions: 
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Block 95 Alley Vacation Proposal 
 

 Public Benefit 
Component 

Description Quantity Estimated 
Cost1 

1 First Hill Mile Sidewalk & pedestrian crossing 
improvements 

 $1,300,000 

• Marion to Madison sidewalk and 
plantings 

4,800 SF  

• Minor & Seneca curb bulbs, 
sidewalk furnishings and 
plantings 

2,650 SF  

• University & Summit traffic circle 925 SF  

• Boylston & Seneca curb bulbs, 3,870 SF  
• Sidewalk, furnishings and 

plantings 
• Boylston & Spring traffic circle 
• Boylston & Marion curb bulbs 

and sidewalk 
• Broadway Avenue plantings  
• Wayfinding signs 
• Street tree replacements 

 
1,130 SF 
2,715 SF 
830 SF 
11 
39 

 

2 First Hill Park 
Contribution 

Contribution toward 
improvements to First Hill Park 

$500,000  

3 Public Art Public art in the ROW along the 
First Hill Mile 

$300,000  

4 Minor Avenue 
Voluntary 
Setback 

Setback along Minor Avenue 1,700 SF $125,000 

5 Boren Avenue 
Voluntary 
Setback 

Setback along Boren Avenue 1,200 SF $90,000 

6 Columbia St. 
Row 
Improvements 

Expanded and enhanced pedestrian 
streetscape 

980 SF $40,000 

7 Cherry St. Row 
Improvements 

Expanded and enhanced pedestrian 
streetscape 

560 SF $70,000 

8 Pedestrian 
Controlled 
Signal 

Pedestrian controlled signal at 
Boren & Cherry 

1 $200,000 

 
1 In 2016 dollars. 
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9    Pedestrian 
Controlled 
Signal 

Pedestrian controlled signal at 
Minor & James 

1 $200,000 

TOTAL $2,825,000 
 
 
 

 
Granted by the City Council the ________ day of ________________________, 2026, 

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this _____ day of 

_________________________, 2026.  

____________________________________ 

President ____________ of the City Council 
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Street Vacation Policies 

From time to time, property owners seek to permanently acquire the street or alley next to 
their property from the City, typically to facilitate a proposed development. The process to do 
so is laid out in the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Chapter 35.79, Seattle Municipal Code 
(SMC) Chapter 15.62, and the City Council’s Street Vacation Policies. In 2018, the City Council 
updated its street vacation policies to provide greater clarity for petitioners, members of the 
public and decision-makers in proposing and reviewing street vacation petitions. The policies 
identify two related but independent questions that the Council must consider in reviewing a 
street vacation petition:  

• are the “public trust functions” of the right-of-way maintained? and  

• will the public receive a benefit from the vacation? 
 
Public trust functions are the uses of right-of-way. The policies describe the public trust 
functions as follows: 

Streets are dedicated in perpetuity for use by the public for travel, transportation of 
goods, and locating utilities. The dedication carries with it public rights to circulation, 
access, utilities, light, air, open space, views, free speech, and assembly, and contributes 
significantly to the form and function of the city. The primary concern of the City in 
vacation decisions is to safeguard the public’s present and future needs and to act in the 
public’s best interest. (p. 7) 

 
Public benefits are a required component of street vacations to offset loss of public space. The 
policies describe public benefits as follows:  

The City acts as a trustee for the public in its administration of rights-of-way. Courts 
have required that in each vacation there shall be an element of public use or benefit, 
and a vacation cannot be granted solely for a private use or benefit. Therefore, before 
this public asset can be vacated to a private party, there shall be a permanent or long-
term benefit to the public.  

The fact that these benefits are provided equally to all members of the public may be 
most important to those who have the least. To best address the needs of the 
community, a strong focus on race and social equity is important in assessing the public 
benefits included as part of a street vacation petition. 

Proposed vacations may be approved only when they provide a permanent or long-term 
public benefit. Because the public permanently loses the street, short-term public 
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benefits or public benefits that solely benefit individuals will not be considered. The 
following are not considered public benefits: 

• Mitigating the vacation’s adverse effects; 
• Meeting code requirements for development; 
• Paying the required vacation fee; 
• Facilitating economic activity; or 
• Providing a public, governmental, or educational service. 

While the nature of the project is a factor in deciding the adequacy of a public benefit 
proposal, it is not itself a public benefit. (p. 22) 

 
After a petitioner files a complete vacation petition with the City Council, it is sent to the 
Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT), the Seattle Design Commission per SMC Chapter 
3.58, and other agencies for review. SDOT collects comments from City departments, private 
utilities, transit agencies, and others with an interest in the City’s rights-of-way. After review 
and recommendation by these parties, SDOT returns the petition, and the City Council 
considers the petition. The Council is required to hold a public hearing on the petition, and then 
must act on the petition. State law states that approval of vacations is solely a legislative act. 
 
If the Council decides it is appropriate to vacate the right-of-way, it will typically grant 
conditional approval. That approval is placed in the Clerk File alongside the vacation petition. 
That conditional approval allows the petitioner to begin developing in the right-of-way.  
 
After the petitioner meets all the conditions and pays all fees, SDOT drafts an ordinance for 
Council consideration that transfers ownership of the right-of-way to the petitioner. Council’s 
review of that final ordinance is generally limited to confirmation that the conditions set in the 
Street Vacation conditional approval have been met. If all conditions have been met, the 
Council should pass the ordinance granting the vacation. 
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