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Number of Referrals from SPD, 2016 – Current
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S PD R e fe r r a l s i n  B a c kl og , Q3 2 0 1 9  – c u r r ent
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Top  Ty p e s  of  Ch a r g e s  i n  t h e  B a c kl og
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Av e r a ge  Ti me  t o F i l e ,  2 0 1 7  – 2 0 2 2

U n d e r  C A  D a v i s o n ,  t i m e  t o  f i l e  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
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Since close in time 
filing announcement, 
time to file has been 
reduced to 5 business 
days on average

Seattle City Attorney’s Office

*Average Time can raise the longer undecided referrals sit in backlog



Backlog Priority Criteria

• In order to get through the backlog cases in a reasonable amount of time, CAO will 
decline to review some cases, including:
• Theft
• Criminal Trespass
• Property Destruction
• Non-DUI Traffic violations

• Approximately 400 cases in the backlog that have passed the statute of limitations 
will also be declined

• CAO will prioritize for review:
• All crimes against persons
• Firearms and weapons violations
• DUIs
• Cases involving high utilizers and individuals with 3 or more referrals in backlog
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Questions
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