
*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 

 
 

Appointee Name:  
Matt Aalfs 

Board/Commission Name: 

Seattle Design Commission 

Position Title:  

Architect  

 
x  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 
 
 

Council Confirmation required? 
 

x  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

  Council  
x  Mayor  

  Other: Fill in appointing authority 

Date Appointed: 

mm/dd/yy. 
 
 
 
 

Term of Position: * 

3/1/2022 
to 
2/28/2024 

  

☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position 
Residential Neighborhood: 

Greenlake 

Zip Code: 

98103 

Contact Phone No.:  

 

 

 
Matt is the founder and principal architect of BuildingWork, an architecture and design firm based in 
Seattle. Matt has over two decades of professional experience, specializing in the design of civic and 

community facilities, adaptive reuse projects, and historic preservation. Matt founded BuildingWork in 
2016 in order to focus directly on work that supports the health of cities, the environment, and culture.  
 
Since 2000, Matt has served as a visiting lecturer and design studio critic with the University of 

Washington Department of Architecture. He has recently served as a Director for the King County 
Library System Foundation, and on Seattle’s ACT Theater Board of Directors. Matt earned a Master of 
Architecture from the University of Washington, and studied architecture in Rome, Italy, and at the 
California College of Arts. He received his B.A. in Art from the University of California, Santa Cruz and 

is an alum of the Urban Land Institute’s Center for Leadership.  
 
 

Authorizing Signature (original signature):  

 
Date: 3/2/2022 

Appointing Signatory: 

Bruce A. Harrell 
 

Mayor of Seattle 

  







Seattle Design Commission 
 

 
The Seattle Design Commission is comprised of 10 members, all of which are appointed by the Mayor and 
confirmed by City Council. Commissioners serve a two-year term and are eligible for one reappointment. 
Commissioners include 2 licensed architects, a fine artist, an at large member, and at least one (but not more than 
two) members from the following professions:  
• Urban planner  
• Environmental or Urban Designer  
• Landscape Architect  
• Licensed Engineer  
 
The commission also participates in the YMCA’s Get Engaged program. Names in bold are being appointed and 
names in red are being reappointed. 

Roster: 
 

 

*D 

 

**G 

 

RD 
Position 

No. 

Position 

Title 
Name 

Term  

Begin Date 

Term  

End Date 

Term 

# 

Appointed 

By 

6 M 3 1. Urban Planner  Adam Amrhein 3/1/21 2/28/23 1 Mayor 

   2. Get Engaged vacant    Mayor 

   3. 
Engineer 
(Civil/Transportation) vacant    Mayor 

6 M 4 4. At Large Jill Crary 3/1/21 2/28/23 1 Mayor  

6 M 6 5. Architect Matt Aalfs 3/1/22 2/28/24 1 Mayor 

5 F 5 6. 

Landscape 
Architect 
Chair appointment – 

3/1/22-2/28/23 Vinita Sidhu 3/1/21 2/28/23 2 Mayor 

6 F 6 7. Architect Elaine Wine 3/1/21 2/28/23 2 Mayor 

5 F 1 8. Urban Designer Erica Bush 3/1/22 2/28/24 1 Mayor 

6 F 6 9. 
Planner 
(Civil/Transportation) Amalia Leighton Cody 3/1/21 2/28/23 2 Mayor 

6 F NA 10. Fine Artist Elizabeth Conner 3/1/22 2/28/24 2 Mayor  
 

 

SELF-IDENTIFIED DIVERSITY CHART (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

 Male Female Transgender NB/ O/ U Asian 
Black/ 
African  

American 

Hispanic/ 

Latino 

American 
Indian/ 

Alaska 
Native 

Other 

Caucasian/ 
Non-

Hispanic 

 
Pacific 

Islander 

 
Middle 

Eastern 
Multiracial 

Mayor 3 4       1 6    

Council              

Other               

Total              

 
Key: 

*D List the corresponding Diversity Chart number (1 through 9) 

**G List gender, M= Male, F= Female, T= Transgender, NB= Non-Binary O= Other U= Unknown  

RD Residential Council District number 1 through 7 or N/A 

Diversity information is self-identified and is voluntary.  




