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City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 

Appointee Name:  
Dr. W. Tali Hairston PhD 

Board/Commission Name: 
The Seattle Public Library Board of Trustees 

Position Title:  
Trustee 

 
  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 

 

Council Confirmation required? 
 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

  Council  
  Mayor  
  Other: Fill in appointing authority 

 

Date Appointed: 
3/2/2023 

Term of Position: * 
4/2/2023 
to 
4/1/2028 
 

Residential Neighborhood: 
Rainier Beach – Rainier Valley  

Zip Code: 
98178 

Contact Phone No.:  
 

Background:  
Dr. Wilford (Tali) Hairston was appointed to the Library Board by Mayor Jenny Durkan in February 2020. 
Dr. Hairston is a lifelong Seattle resident and Seattle Public School graduate. He is Principal Consultant 
at Equitable Development LLC where he leads research, development, and facilitation of community and 
corporate initiatives, and conducts educational research. Currently, Dr. Hairston leads the Seattle 
Presbytery’s Lilly Endowment initiative, a project he designed to prepare congregations to learn to 
adapt to social and cultural challenges and opportunities. He enjoys the work of integrating equity and 
inclusion into performance-based outcomes and community engagement practices. With 17 years of 
experience within higher education, Dr. Hairston is an able communicator, researcher, speaker, trainer, 
consultant, and facilitator. Through his work in global development, Dr. Hairston learned a sociocultural 
approach to forming inclusive learning communities. He previously served on the Priority Hire Advisory 
Committee and Our Best Black Male Achievement Initiative.  
 
Authorizing Signature (original signature):  

 
Date: 3/2/2023 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 
 

Mayor of Seattle 
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• “Social Wellness: Building Community in the Workplace” – President’s Symposium, Highline College 
(November 2019). 

 
Robertson, A.D., & Hairston, W.T. (2022) Observing whiteness in introductory physics: A case study. Physical 
Review Physics Education Research, 18(1), 010119. 
https://link.aps.org/doi/10.1103/PhysRevPhysEducRes.18.010119. National Science Foundation Grant No. 1760761. 

 

Scherr, R., McKagan, S.B., Hairston, W.T. (2020, July 22-23). Centering and marginalization in introductory 
university physics courses. Conference paper presented at Physics Education Research Conference 2020, virtual 
conference. https://doi.org/10.1119/perc.2020.pr.Scherr. National Science Foundation Grant No. 1760761. 

 

Robertson, A., Hairston, W., & Scherr, R. (2018, August 1-2). Belonging, success, access, and disruption: Physics 
faculty goals for inclusive learning environments. Conference paper presented at Physics Education Research 
Conference 2018, Washington, DC. https://doi.org/10.1119/perc.2018.pr.Robertson. National Science Foundation 
Grant No. -1611318. 

 

Volunteer Activities and Honors 
• Awarded Lilly Endowment Grant for Transformational Learning Congregations and Communities (2021 – 

2025) 
• Seattle Public Library Board of Trustees (2020 – 2022) 
• Leadership Tomorrow Board of Trustees (2021-2022) 
• Franklin High School Public Service Academy “Spirit of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Service AWARD 

(January 2017) 
• Jurisprudence Champion Award – Section on Public Law and Administration (2016) – for contributions to the 

practice of public law and administration. 






