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2023 Seattle Housing Levy  

Community Engagement Report 

Summary of community engagement conducted by the Office of Housing from February 

2022 to January 2023, to inform 2023 Seattle Housing Levy proposal 

 
The Office of Housing completed stakeholder and public engagement efforts between February 2022 
and January 2023 to inform analysis and recommendations to the Executive, in the development of a 
proposal to renew the Housing Levy. During that time, Office of Housing staff engaged with staff and 
members of the public representing 49 organizations. Organizations represented in this engagement 
include non-profit affordable housing and service providers, for-profit developers, private funders, 
community-based organizations, housing and homelessness advocacy organizations, academic 
institutions, and government agencies. The Office of Housing hired consultant Sarah Rajski to support 
staff in the planning and facilitation of these stakeholder engagement efforts, including meetings of the 
Housing Levy Leadership Group, focus groups, and Housing Levy Technical Advisory Committee. 

Initial Stakeholder Engagement: February – July 2022 
Between February and July 2022, Office of Housing staff convened meetings with representatives from 
various affordable housing and partner agencies to understand the greatest needs and challenges 
currently faced by organizations that provide affordable housing. Below is a description of each of the 
groups that were convened, along with their meeting dates. 
 
An overall summary of the feedback collected during this initial stakeholder engagement period is as 
follows: 

 Significant increase in resources is needed to meet community needs across the entire 
affordable housing ecosystem 

 Costs of new development have increased and long-term maintenance needs of existing City-
funded affordable housing need to be addressed 

 There are needs and opportunities for targeted equity investments and support for 
organizations rooted in BIPOC communities 

 Both workers and residents of affordable housing need more support to sustain and maintain 
buildings, and to grow over time 

Following this initial period of stakeholder engagement, Office of Housing staff synthesized and analyzed 

all feedback collected. This feedback—along with extensive data analysis of current housing needs, 

average development costs for current affordable housing projects, and projected availability of other 

sources of funding and leverage—informed the development of an Initial Proposal to Renew the 

Housing Levy, which would be reviewed and further refined by the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). 

This Initial Proposal, along with all subsequent proposals considered by the TAC, may be viewed on the 

Office of Housing’s website (https://seattle.gov/housing/levy). 
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Housing Levy Leadership Group 
The Housing Levy Leadership Group was the first group convened to discuss renewing the Housing Levy 
and consisted of leaders in Seattle and King County’s affordable housing sector, including 
representatives from King County, the Seattle Housing Authority (SHA), affordable housing providers, 
funders, and other local housing and homelessness policy experts. 15 organizations (17 participants) 
were represented in this leadership group. 

Meeting dates: 
February 18, 2022 
March 25, 2022 
June 17, 2022 

 
Homeownership Focus Group 
The Homeownership Focus Group consisted of representatives from organizations that currently 
develop (or are pursuing development of) permanently affordable for-sale homes, or that provide 
financial support and other services to low-income homeowners and homebuyers. 14 organizations (18 
participants) were represented in this focus group. 

Meeting dates: 
April 28, 2022 
June 8, 2022 

 
Rental Housing Focus Group 
The Rental Housing Focus Group included representatives from organizations that develop, own, and 
operate affordable rental housing, including permanent housing with supports and other low-income 
housing, as well as stakeholders from Seattle Housing Authority, King County, funders, and other local 
housing and homelessness policy experts. 16 organizations (21 participants) were represented in this 
focus group. 

Meeting date: 
June 2, 2022 

 
Equity Focus Group 
The Equity Focus Group consisted of representatives from organizations rooted in Black, Indigenous, and 
People of Color (BIPOC) communities, including those that currently develop, own, and operate 
affordable housing, as well as those organizations that are interested in embarking on affordable 
housing development, ownership, and operations. 15 organizations (16 participants) were represented 
in this focus group. 

Meeting dates: 
May 16, 2022 
July 11, 2022 

 
Housing Levy Oversight Committee 
The Housing Levy Oversight Committee is a 13-member committee whose purpose is to monitor the 
progress of Housing Levy programs, provide input on funding policies, and oversee annual reporting to 
the Mayor, City Council, and the public. Members include one City employee appointed by the Mayor, 
one City employee appointed by the City Council, six community members appointed by the Mayor, and 
five community members appointed by City Council 

Meeting dates: 
April 18, 2022 
June 28, 2022 
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Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), Open House Events, and Public 

Comment Period: October 2022 – January 2023 
The Housing Levy Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) was convened from October to December 2022, 

with its purpose being to bring technical and subject matter expertise to analysis and discussion of 

different investment and programmatic options for the Housing Levy. Notices for public meetings of the 

TAC were placed in the Daily Journal of Commerce, the City of Seattle’s Boards and Commissions 

calendar, and Office of Housing communications channels, including the Office of Housing website and 

messages to all e-mail subscribers. All agendas and meeting materials for public TAC meetings may be 

viewed on the Office of Housing’s website (https://seattle.gov/housing/levy). 

Members of the public were invited to share feedback on OH’s Initial and Revised Housing Levy 
Proposals during a public comment period from October 26, 2022 – January 13, 2023 (80 days). Public 
comments were accepted through in-person testimony at TAC meetings and written comments received 
via e-mail. Office of Housing staff also organized three Open House events during this period, at which 
members of the public were invited to learn more about the Housing Levy and share feedback. 38 
formal public comments were received during the public comment period, and a summary of public 
comments received can be found in the Appendix. 
 
Proposal Revision Process 
As stated above, feedback collected during the initial stakeholder engagement period (February to July 
2022) informed the development of the Initial Proposal to renew the Housing Levy. Staff presented this 
Initial Proposal to TAC members at the first public TAC meeting on October 28, 2022. All TAC and public 
comments collected on the Initial Proposal were reviewed and analyzed in the development of the 
Revised Proposal, presented at the second TAC meeting on November 18, 2022. Similarly, all TAC and 
public comments collected on the Revised Proposal informed the development of three hypothetical 
funding scenarios presented to TAC members for discussion on December 16, 2022. Finally, all TAC 
feedback collected over the course of the three public TAC meetings, along with public comments 
received during the 80-day public comment period, was synthesized to inform the Office of Housing’s 
final analysis and recommendations to the Executive. 
 
A summary of the most-frequently received feedback collected during this proposal revision process is 
as follows: 

 Support for larger Housing Levy size to meet rising needs 

 Support for increased investments across the entire spectrum of affordable housing needs, 
including: 

o Operations, Maintenance, and Services (OMS), including workforce stabilization – This 
was the single most-frequently cited program area called out for increased investment. 

o Rental Housing Production and Preservation 
o Homeownership 

 Support for advancing racial equity outcomes through Housing Levy investments 

 Questions and concerns about: 
o Reduced investment to any category, with a particular emphasis on Rental Housing 

Production and Preservation, OMS, and Homeownership 
o How Housing Levy funds will work with other available local funds, including 

JumpStart/Payroll Expense Tax 
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The diagram below illustrates this feedback collection and proposal revision process, which occurred 
between October 2022 and February 2023. The Initial Proposal, Revised Proposal, and hypothetical 
funding scenarios considered by the TAC may be viewed on the Office of Housing’s website 
(https://seattle.gov/housing/levy). 

  

 
Diagram illustrating the flow of initial stakeholder feedback, TAC feedback, and public comments into Housing Levy proposals 

 

Housing Levy Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Members 

1. Andrea Sato, Kantor Taylor 

2. Ann Melone, U.S. Bank 

3. Bob Peterson, Washington State Housing 

Finance Commission 

4. Dan Wise, Catholic Community Services 

5. Daniel Malone, DESC 

6. Darryl Smith, HomeSight 

7. Dennis Sills, Plymouth Housing 

8. Derrick Belgarde, Chief Seattle Club 

9. Emily Alvarado, Enterprise Community 

Partners 

10. Emily Thompson, GMD Development 

 

11. Felicia Salcedo, We Are In 

12. Gordon McHenry, Jr., United Way of King 

County 

13. Gregg Colburn, University of Washington 

14. Jamie Lee, SCIDpda 

15. Lindsay Grad, SEIU 1199NW 

16. Marc Dones, King County Regional 

Homelessness Authority 

17. Michael Brown, Civic Commons 

18. Patience Malaba, Housing Development 

Consortium 

19. Rod Brandon, Seattle Housing Authority 

20. Susan Boyd, Bellwether Housing
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TAC public meeting dates 
October 28, 2022 – in-person at Seattle City Hall and virtually on Zoom 

November 18, 2022 – in-person at Seattle City Hall and virtually on Zoom 

December 16, 2022 – virtual meeting on Zoom 

 
Open House event dates 
December 6, 2022 – in-person at DESC Hobson Place (1911 22nd Ave S) 

December 14, 2022 – in-person at Northaven Senior Living (11045 8th Ave NE) 

January 5, 2023 – virtual meeting on Zoom 

 

Housing Levy Technical Advisory Committee meeting, November 18, 2022 
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Housing Levy Open House at Hobson Place, December 6, 2022 

External Events 
In addition to the meetings convened by the Office of Housing, described above, staff also presented 
and received feedback on the Housing Levy at the following events sponsored by organizations external 
to the Office of Housing. 
 
Housing Development Consortium Affordable Housing Week Event: May 11, 2022 
Housing Development Consortium Learn at Lunch: June 22, 2022 
We Are In External Partners Group: August 11, 2022 
Housing Washington Conference: October 2-3, 2022 
Seattle Planning Commission, Housing & Neighborhoods Committee: November 3, 2022 
Seattle Planning Commission: December 8, 2022 
Third Door Coalition Meeting: December 13, 2022 

Appendix 
Public Comments Received (October 2022 – January 2023) 

All written comments received by e-mail are included below. Recordings of testimony provided at public 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings may be viewed on the Office of Housing’s website 

(https://seattle.gov/housing/levy). 
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Comment 
Number 

Name of Commenter Affiliation 
Date 
Received 

Comment Method 

1 Ryan Donohue 
Habitat for 
Humanity 

10/28/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

2 Kathleen Hosfeld 
Homestead 
Community Land 
Trust 

10/28/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

3 Andy Burien DESC 10/28/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

4 John Grant 
Low Income 
Housing Institute 

10/28/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

5 Alison Eisinger 
Seattle/King 
County Coalition 
on Homelessness 

10/28/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

6 Jesse Simpson 
Housing 
Development 
Consortium 

10/28/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

7 John Rios DESC 10/28/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

8 Bill Dorn 
Northaven Senior 
Housing 

11/16/2022 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

9 Matthew Cazier 

University of 
Washington and 
Plymouth Housing 
Board 

11/18/2022 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

10 Marlo Klein 
United Way of 
King County 

11/18/2022 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

11 Karen Peterson Plymouth Housing 11/18/2022 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

12 Jesse Simpson 
Housing 
Development 
Consortium 

11/18/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

13 
Kimberly Arrington-
White 

Plymouth Housing 11/18/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

14 Kathleen Hosfeld 
Homestead 
Community Land 
Trust 

11/18/2022 
In-person testimony at 
public TAC meeting 

15 Bill Dorn 
Northaven Senior 
Housing 

11/18/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

16 Katie Randall 
Mercy Housing 
Northwest 

11/18/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

17 Tamara Knox 
Frolic 
Communities 

11/18/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

18 Brian Lloyd 
Beacon 
Development 
Group 

11/18/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 
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19 Jon Grant 
Low Income 
Housing Institute 

11/18/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

20 Terry Galiney 
Seattle Housing 
Authority 

11/18/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

21 Lainey Sickinger 
Plymouth Housing 
(Board Member) 

11/18/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

22 Omar Cuevas Vega OPEIU Local 8 11/21/2022 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

23 Sara Levin 
United Way of 
King County 

11/28/2022 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

24 Kate Smith SMR Architects 12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

25 Lisa Bogardus 
Seattle Building 
and Construction 
Trades Council 

12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

26 Jesse Simpson 
Housing 
Development 
Consortium 

12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

27 Katie Garrow MLK Labor Council 12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

28 Ryan Donohue 
Habitat for 
Humanity 

12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

29 Linda Mitchell Mary's Place 12/16/2022 

Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting; Written 
comment received by e-
mail 

30 Billy Hetherington Laborers Local 242 12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

31 Kathleen Hosfeld 
Homestead 
Community Land 
Trust 

12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

32 Jon Grant 
Low Income 
Housing Institute 

12/16/2022 
Virtual testimony at public 
TAC meeting 

33 
IBEW 46 – submitted 
by Nicole Grant 

IBEW 46 12/30/2022 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

34 
Mecedes Fernandez, 
Maria Barrientos, Rick 
Hooper 

Uptown Alliance 1/10/2023 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

35 

Habitat for Humanity, 
Homestead CLT, 
Washington 
Homeownership 
Resource Center, 
HomeSight, Parkview 
Services - submitted 
by Ryan Donohue 

Habitat for 
Humanity, 
Homestead CLT, 
Washington 
Homeownership 
Resource Center, 
HomeSight, 
Parkview Services 

1/13/2023 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 
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36 Lauren Fay DESC 1/13/2023 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

37 Dennis Sills Plymouth Housing 1/13/2023 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

38 Alison Eisinger 
Seattle/King 
County Coalition 
on Homelessness 

1/13/2023 
Written comment 
received by e-mail 

 

Written Comments Received by E-Mail (October 2022 – January 2023) 

Bill Dorn – 11/16/2022 
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Matthew Cazier – 11/18/2022 
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Marlo Klein – 11/18/2022 
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Karen Peterson – 11/18/2022 
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Omar Cuevas Vega – 11/21/2022 
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Sara Levin – 11/28/2022 
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Linda Mitchell – 12/16/2022 
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IBEW 46 – submitted by Nicole Grant – 12/30/2022 
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Mecedes Fernandez, Maria Barrientos, Rick Hooper – 1/10/2023 
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Habitat for Humanity, Homestead CLT, Washington Homeownership Resource Center, HomeSight, 

Parkview Services – submitted by Ryan Donohue – 1/13/2023 
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Lauren Fay – 1/13/2023 
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Dennis Sills – 1/13/2023 
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Alison Eisinger – 1/13/2023 

 


