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Presentation overview
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• King County is seeking final 
approval for a transformer and 
retaining wall at 63rd Ave SW, 
intersecting with Beach Dr SW 
and SW Spokane St.

• The transformer is necessary 
to support the permanent 
back up generator at the Alki 
Wet Weather Treatment 
Station Facility and 63rd Ave 
Pump Station.

• SDOT recommends approval.



Significant Structures– Seattle Municipal Code 15.65

Definition:

• The structure will be in the right-of-way for a long duration;

• It impedes the City’s or public’s flexibility in using the right-of-way; 
or

• Is necessary for the functioning of the business.
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Term permit process – new permits 
Two Step Process:

1) Council adopted Resolution 32079 on February 14, 2023, providing 
conceptual approval for the private use in the right-of-way, subject 
to the terms and conditions to be established in the term permit 
ordinance.

2) Passage of the ordinance details the obligations of the permit, 
including annual fee, maintenance obligations, indemnification, 
insurance, and bond requirements.
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• King County is proposing to construct and operate a transformer and retaining wall at 63rd Ave SW, intersecting 
with Beach Dr SW and SW Spokane St.

• King County is installing a high-capacity standby generator for both the Alki Wet Weather Treatment Station 
Facility and the 63rd Avenue Pump Station.

• The project involves placing the electrical lines below-grade and requires the installation of two transformers to 
regulate the voltage between the two facilities and the new subterranean duct bank.
Ø One transformer will be located on King County’s property; the other will be located in the ROW adjacent 

at the Pump Station.
Ø Transformer adjacent to the 63rd Ave Pump Station will be approximately 6 feet high and 9 feet wide.

• The transformer will occupy approximately 300 square feet in the right-of-way and King County seeks a term 
permit for this encroachment.

• The term of the permit is unlimited, provided that King County continues to operate the facilities
• SDOT is coordinating with King County to minimize disruptions to the neighbors with this project and Healthy 

Streets improvements to Beach Dr SW

Proposal
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Project neighborhood – West Seattle
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Proposed location
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Existing site
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Proposal Images

6/6/2023
Department of 
Transportation 9



Proposed landscaping plans
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• May 2019, Posting in the West Seattle 
Blog: Early Heads Up: Beach Drive 
CSO plant project planning

• March 2022, flyers sent door to door 
within a specified distance from the 
Alki Treatment Plant and the 63rd Ave 
Pump Station describing the overall 
project

• September 2022, follow up flyers sent 
in September 2022 specifically calling 
out the transformer adjacent to the 
63rd Ave Pump Station

Public outreach

6/6/2023
Department of 
Transportation 11

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestseattleblog.com%2F2019%2F05%2Fearly-heads-up-beach-drive-cso-plant-project-planning%2F&data=05%7C01%7CZak.Idan%40kingcounty.gov%7C45551239386349680d7b08db03c18b73%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C638107902061640909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mnKBPXc%2FFHAqi9B%2FRUlucLR103CYd6hM7WBpr%2FxZ9jM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestseattleblog.com%2F2019%2F05%2Fearly-heads-up-beach-drive-cso-plant-project-planning%2F&data=05%7C01%7CZak.Idan%40kingcounty.gov%7C45551239386349680d7b08db03c18b73%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C638107902061640909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mnKBPXc%2FFHAqi9B%2FRUlucLR103CYd6hM7WBpr%2FxZ9jM%3D&reserved=0


Requested action

•King County is seeking Council passage of this Council Bill for final 
approval of the transformer.

• If the ordinance is approved, the permit will be in place for as long as 
King County operates the Alki Wet Weather Treatment Station Facility 
and 63rd Ave Pump Station.
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Questions?

amy.gray@seattle.gov | (206) 386-4638

www.seattle.gov/transportation

6/6/2023
Department of 
Transportation 13


