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2023 YEAR-END OVERVIEW

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Overall Crime

Crime decreased by 
nine percent in 

2023 compared to 
2022

Violent Crime

Total violent crime  
decreased by six 
percent in 2023

Property Crime

Total property 
crime decreased 
by ten percent 

in 2023

Gun Violence

Shooting events (fatal 
and non-fatal)

increased by three 
percent in 2023

Violent Crime

Homicides increased 
by 23 percent in 2023

Staffing

Total count of sworn 
officers decreased in
2023, however, there 
were more hires and 

fewer separations 
compared to 2022



GUN VIOLENCE OVERVIEW

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

*1 report pending coding

• Shots Fired events include non-injury firearm-
related incidents.

• Shooting events include firearm-related incidents 
that resulted in injury or death at the time of the 
incident. 

• In 2023, total Shooting and Shots Fired events 
decreased slightly from 2022. 

• However, 2023 Shooting events (non-fatal and fatal) 
represented a 3% (6) increase compared to 2022. 



GUN VIOLENCE – SHOTS FIRED

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

While 2023 ended with slightly fewer Shots Fired incidents than 2022 overall, half the 
months had more Shots incidents/ day, on average, compared to the previous year.



GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Firearms Taken into Custody

SPD received its 
highest number 
of firearms on 
record in 2023.

A total of 1,532 firearms were taken into 
custody by SPD in 2023. 62 (4%) were self-

made, un-serialized firearms. Firearms 
taken into custody are not all related to 
criminal activity and may also include 

surrenders, forfeitures, and found property.

Gun Violence

There was a 1% 
decrease in gun 

violence incidents 
(Shooting events + 
Shots Fired events) 

in 2023. 

In 2023, there were 730 verified shooting
and shots fired events citywide. This 

represents a 1% (8) decrease from 2022, 
which is the all-time high on record. 

2023 represents a 18% (110) increase 
compared to 2021.



GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
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STAFFING 
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STAFFING
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CONSENT DECREE STATUS

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

• On September 7th, 2023, the Honorable 
James L. Robart ruled on the joint motion 
filed by the City and the Department of 
Justice, to terminate those paragraphs of the 
Consent Decree that contain SPD’s core 
commitments.

• The court order requires continued work by 
SPD related to use of force in the crowd 
management context and data analytics, and 
some obligations for the City on 
accountability.

• We are working hard with the Monitoring 
Team and the Department of Justice to close 
out our obligations in 2024.



MEDICAL AID PROVIDED
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SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

QUESTIONS?
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