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Amendment F Version #1 to CB 121215 LEG SEPA Appeals ORD
Sponsor: Councilmember Kettle
Report on a SEPA rulebook

Effect: This amendment would request that City departments develop a proposal to create a
SEPA rulebook that could provide consistency and trust in SEPA analyses.

Add a recital to Council Bill (CB) 121215 as follows:

The Seattle Hearing Examiner has dismissed administrative appeals of environmental
documents on statutory grounds that administrative appeals are not allowed for certain
types of regulatory changes, but the consideration of whether an appeal is permitted can
take months or more to process.

SEPA does not require jurisdictions to allow administrative appeals of SEPA Determinations of
Non-Significance or Environmental Impact Statements.

The State of California has developed guidance for specific topics to guide analysis of impacts

under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The City of New York has developed a technical manual to quide analysis of proposals under

the City Environmental Quality Review.

Unlike some states, like California, or cities, like New York City, neither Washington State nor

the City of Seattle have developed detailed quidance on how SEPA analysis should be

performed, resulting in each environmental impact statement using different approaches

to analyze possible impacts.

Clear and uniform SEPA guidelines can increase clarity, trust, and consistency in environmental

documents.
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The Land Use Code requires the-develepmentef director’s reports for Type IV and V Council

land use decisions but does not clearly contemplate reports for Council-sponsored land

use decisions.

A new Section 9 is added to CB 121215, as follows, and subsequent sections are renumbered
as appropriate:

Section 9. The Office of Planning and Community Development (OPCD) should consult

with other City agencies and City Boards and Commissions to develop a report on options for
the creation of uniform guidelines for review under the City of Seattle’s SEPA Policies, Seattle
Municipal Code Section 25.05.675. OPCD should provide its report by March 1, 2027 and
provide a briefing to the Land Use and Sustainability Committee or the City Council. The report
should include:

1. An inventory of existing resources available to support analysis of specific elements of
the environment, consistent with the City’s environmental policies, including guidance provided
by State agencies.

2. A recommendation on whether to prepare guidance for analysis of specific elements
of the environment, or for a more comprehensive set of guidelines covering all elements of the
environment.

3. If the report recommends development of uniform guidance on a subset of the
elements of the environment, a prioritized list of elements.

4. A timeline and costs for implementing the recommendations of the report.
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