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City of Seattle

Notice of Appointment

Name: ‘ | B Executive Appoihtment

Jesitis Aguirre
[] Legislative Appointment

Appointed to: Date of Appointment:
Superintendent of Parks and 2/11/2015
Recreation '

Authority (Ord., Res.): Term of Office
Seattle City Charter Article XI From: June l,2015

To: May 31,2019

Comments; Jesis Aguirre most recently served as the State Superintendent of Education for the District of Columbia,
overseeing an agency with more than 1800 employees and responsibility for childcare licensing and subsidy programs for
over 500 childcare providers, statewide K-12 education policy-making, suppott and accountability for over 200 public
schools, and post-secondary and adult education, including post-secondary tuition assistance program for 6,500 students
annually, and transportation for over 3,100 special needs students. '

Prior to his role as State Superintendent of Education, Apuirre served as the director of the District of Columbia Department of
Parks and Recreation. In this role, Aguirre oversaw the transformation of an agency of over 1000 full- and part-time employees
by establishing a focus on outcomes-based programs, staff professional development, and an overall emphasis on providing equal
access to high quality recreation and leisure programing to all residents and visitors of the District of Columbia. During his
tenure, Aguirte led the agency through a comprehensive master planning process to drive the agency’s work over the next 10
years, and successfully achieved national accreditation for the agency, becoming one of 4 percent of all parks and recreation
agencies receiving this recognition.

Aguirre is a proud father of three children attending public schools. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from the University
of Texas at Austin and a Masters in Business Administration from the W.P. Carey School of Business at Arizona State
University. .

Jests” extensive prior experience leading and transforming large and complex departments are the perfect fit for the role of
Superintendent of Seattle Parks and Recreation as we implement the upcoming changes with the creation of the voter-approved
Seatile Metropolitan Park District.

Authorizing Signature: Néme and Title of Officer Making
Appoiniment:

M % W Edward B, Murray, Mayor
P
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CITY OF SEATTLE - STATE OF WASHINGTON
OATH OF OFFICE

STATE OF WASHINGTON
COUNTY OF KING

I, Jésﬁs Aguirre, swear or affirm that I possess all the qualifications
prescribed in the Seattle City Charter and the Seattle Municipal Code
for the position of Superintendent of Parks and Recreation; that I will
support the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of the
State of Washington, and the Charter and Ordinances of the City of
Seattle; and that I will faithfully conduct myself as Superintendent of

Parks and Recreation.
Jesus guiﬁ:é
/-‘\ /‘\ , f:'\,{;‘\//

Subscribed and sworn to before me
This 11™ day of May, 2015

OBy e

Monica Martinez Simmons, City Clerk
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NEWS RELEASE

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact: Viet Shelton, Mayor’s Office Communications Director, 206.552.4996
Jason Kelly, Mayor’s Office Press Secretary, 206.684.8379

Mayor Murray nominates Jesus Aguirre to lead parks department

SEATTLE (Feb. 11, 2015) —Mayor Ed Murray today nominated Jesus Aguirre to lead Seattle
Parks and Recreation as superintendent.

Aguirre has a diverse set of experiences from working as an educator, parks director and - most
recently - as State Superintendent of Education for the District of Columbia. He was selected
after a national search.

“This is a pivotal moment for Seattle’s parks,” Murray said. “Seattle is a thriving city growing at
a tremendous pace, and we must ensure that the services provided by Parks and Recreation
support the increasing and evolving needs and interests of all our residents. Jesus’s leadership
will be vital to activating our parks system, improving infrastructure, and securing the future of
our parks for generations,” Murray said.

Aguirre turned around an ailing parks system in D.C. by reforming operations, leveraging
outside resources and responding to a changing populous and growing urban setting. During his
tenure there, Aguirre was able to solve a number budget challenges, improve operations, revamp
parks programs, implement a robust capital improvement program, develop a long-term master
plan and receive national accreditation for the agency.

“I am confident that Jesus Aguirre is the leader who can manage our magnificent Department of
Parks and Recreation and its talented staff during this exciting time in our City,”

said Councilmember Jean Godden, Chair of the Council’s Parks, Seattle Center, Libraries and
Gender Pay Equity Committee.

“I am honored to be joning the City of Seattle to help lead a parks system that is already the envy
of most of the nation. I look forward to working closely with our communities to develop
programming and build and maintain facilities that support these needs and interests of all
residents,” Aguirre said.


http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Jesús-S.-Aguirre-Resume.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/council/godden/
http://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/parks/default.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/parks/default.htm

Murray also praised acting superintendent Christopher Williams for his service in a time of
budget cuts and financial uncertainty caused by the great recession. Williams, who is moving to
the title of deputy superintendent, has worked at the department since 1992.

“Christopher has been a tremendous asset to our parks, his employees and the city,” Murray said.
“I know he will continue his good work in the years ahead as he takes time to work through his
ongoing health issues.”

Aguirre will be transitioning into the role over the coming months. He will assume
responsibilities on a full-time basis on June 1% pending council confirmation.

Seattle Parks and Recreation manages more than 6,300 acres of public land and 26 community
centers — along with trails, pools and boulevards. The department has a $147 million budget in
2015, and about 930 full-time employees.

-MoS-
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