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PARKING AND BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREAS

To aid general economic development and neighborhood 
revitalization, and to facilitate the cooperation of 
merchants, businesses, and residential property owners 
which assists trade, economic viability, and livability, the 
legislature hereby authorizes all counties and all 
incorporated cities and towns, including unclassified cities 
and towns operating under special charters:

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.87A

Washington State Law: 
Chapter 35.87A RCW



• Enacted by City Council

• Assessment on properties 
and/or businesses within a 
boundary

• District determines rates and 
methods of assessment

(For example: Square Footage, Property 
Value, Business Sales, etc.)

• BIAs determine how to spend 
the funds (within State law)

(Cleaning, Security, Improvements, Events, 
Management, etc.)

What is a BIA?



• BIAs provide a way for 
communities to pool funds to 
more effectively buy services they 
need

• BIAs provide enhanced services to 
improve the area and make it a 
clean, safe, and fun destination 
for workers, shoppers, and 
visitors

• BIAs have the potential to 
increase property values, improve 
sales, and decrease commercial 
vacancy rates

Metropolitan 

Improvement District 

Why a BIA?

SODO BIAU District BIA
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In one year, the Metropolitan Improvement District 

• Conducted nearly 7,500 human welfare checks

• Built relationships with more than 1,000 people in need

Jackie St. Louis, MID Street Outreach Manager



• SODO BIA removed 60.5 tons of debris in the last 6 months of 2015

• The MID collected over 27,000 35-gallon bags of trash last year. 
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