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Code Development Process

We are 
here

Per RCW 19.27.031

Seattle Cannot 

Amend:

Seattle May 

Further Amend:

Fire
Building
Plumbing
Mechanical 
Energy  

(Commercial)

National Codes are 

Updated Every 3 Years

Residential 
Code
Energy Code
(Residential)  

2015 I-Codes 

published 

January 2015

2015 State Code took 

effect July 1, 2016

Enforcement is mandated by:

State Building Code Act,

RCW 19.27 

State Energy Related 

Standards, RCW 19.27A

State Building Code Council 

amends and adopts 6 codes 

that local jurisdictions must 

enforce

Proposed 

adoption 

date 

January 1, 

2017



Seattle amendments
Most amendments and model code provisions are 
unchanged from 2012 codes

Highlights of changes are listed in each fiscal note

Seattle codes have amendments in addition to the 
state codes

Seattle Amendments are written with the intent to:
• Clarify model code text
• Adopt early the revisions made to the 2018 model codes
• Codify alternative methods of compliance so all users are 

made aware









2015 Residential Code
Within each dwelling it is no longer required 
to have at least one room 120 square feet or 
greater

Clear space required on roofs of new dwellings 
for the future installation of solar technology 

Washington State Building 
Code Council must grant 
approval for proposed 
Seattle amendments







Climate Action Plan 
Reduction in overall Seattle 
annual building energy use:
• Commercial 5% by 2020, 

10%  by 2030
• Residential 8% by 2020, 

20% by 2030
Carbon neutral city by 2050

Resolution 30280
Stay 20% better than 
ASHRAE 90.1





2015 Seattle Energy Code Highlights
“Commercial Buildings” Only

• Or very high-performance glazing

• Non-residential only

• Move towards 2050 carbon-neutral goal

• Based on testing agency experience

• Anticipates continuing LED cost reductions


