
Briefing to Seattle City Council

Sustainability & Transportation Committee

Tuesday, May 16

● Brock Howell, Bicycle Security Advocates

● Bryan Hance, Bike Index



Advocates for improving bicycle parking 

and fighting bike theft.
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"In Portland, crime has plummeted in every major category except one," Michael Andersen, BikePortland.org (April 30, 2015), 

https://bikeportland.org/2015/04/30/portland-crime-plummeted-every-major-category-except-one-142503

https://bikeportland.org/2015/04/30/portland-crime-plummeted-every-major-category-except-one-142503
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“What happens to stolen bicycles?” Priceonomics.com (Aug. 28, 2012), 

https://priceonomics.com/post/30393216796/what-happens-to-stolen-bicycles

https://priceonomics.com/post/30393216796/what-happens-to-stolen-bicycles




Perspectives

Social Justice

Connected to other crimes

Significantly impacts the bottom line of bike retailers



Bryan Hance









































Brock Howell



1. Vaccinate bikes



1. Vaccinate bikes

500,000



1. Vaccinate bikes

Have retailers index bikes and transfer “ownership” to 

buyers.

Require Craigslist, OfferUp, etc. to include a field for 

sellers to list the bike’s serial number or Bike Index ID 

code.

Have producers of paid event rides include a field for 

registrants to list their bike’s serial number or Bike 

Index ID code.



2. Improve Police Investigations

Create a single point of contact at SPD for reporting bike 

thefts and coordinating investigations.

Eliminate issues of reporting online v. to the precinct.

Coordinate bike theft investigations across precincts, with 

the major crimes division, and with KCSO and UWPD.

Build relationships with bike shops, pawn shops, 

Craigslist, OfferUp, etc.



3. Funding

Help bike retailers adopt pre-indexing through technical 

assistance and training.

Educate bicycle owners on the need to index their bikes 

and on proper locking techniques.

Fund the back-end database costs and investigatory 

assistance of Bike Index or another online indexing 

site.



Background
NPO, started in 2005,

based in PNW

LLC, started in 2013,

based in PNW

Code & Platform
Open API

/ web-based

Proprietary

/ primarily app-based

# of Indexed Bikes 114,000 Unknown

# of Recoveries 3,770 (287 in Seattle) Unknown

# of Seattle Bike Shops
8 exclusively

(10 total)

1 exclusively

(3 total)

User Profile Integration Facebook, Strava Facebook, Twitter, Google+

Structure
Network / Community:

Twitter Alerts & Relationships

Top-Down:

Push Notifications via

Mobile App & Email

Database Integration
LeadsOnline

Perfecto.bike
National Bike Registry

Partnerships
UW, Seattle Bike Blog, 

& 380+ other partnerships

Marketing Contracts 

with College Campuses & Vancouver PD

Other
Lightspeed POS Integration

VerifiR
Extensive use of Stickers For Purchase



Bicycle Security Advocates

Brock Howell
brock@bicyclesecurityadvocates.org

Bike Index

Bryan Hance
bryan@bikeindex.org




