
 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
To:   Councilmembers  

From:  Tim Burgess 

Date: June 14, 2017  

Subject:    Reappointment of City Auditor David Jones 

 
It is my intention to nominate David Jones as City Auditor to serve a third four-year term. 
Towards the goal of more effective, efficient, and equitable City operations, David has 
continued to move the City government forward in program evaluation and evidence-based 
practices. Office of the City Auditor staff continue to improve their analytical skills, such as 
learning how to use data mining and statistical software packages. The Auditor is also a 
partner in the City’s efforts to achieve racial and social equity, including by using a modified 
Racial Equity Toolkit to consider the RSJI implication of their work. 
 
In addition to working collaboratively with Councilmembers and City departments, David has 
effectively led the Office of the City Auditor in studying concerns, surfacing problems, and 
following up on recommendations. The Auditor’s reports are publicly available online, 
providing transparency for those who wish to know how City departments have responded to 
Auditor findings. 
 
Please see David’s attached letter of interest and résumé for a longer list of his 
accomplishments and experience. 
 
David’s current term expires on December 14, 2017, but the Municipal Code requires the 
Council to act on the Auditor’s reappointment 45 days prior to this date. Since Council’s 
annual budget deliberations consume much of the fall schedule, my Committee will first 
consider this reappointment on July 19 with a second meeting and vote on August 2. It is 
anticipated that full Council will consider this reappointment on August 7. 
 
Please send any questions or concerns to myself or to William Chen at 
william.chen@seattle.gov. Thank you for your consideration. 
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CITY OF SEATTLE ▪ STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
              
 
State of Washington  
     
County of King   
      
   

I, David G. Jones, swear or affirm that I possess all the 

qualifications prescribed in the Seattle City Charter and the Seattle 

Municipal Code for the position of City Auditor of the City of Seattle; that 

I will support the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of 

the State of Washington, and the Charter and Ordinances of The City of 

Seattle; and that I will faithfully conduct myself as City Auditor. 

 
 

 
               

                  David G. Jones   
 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me  
                    
this _______ day of ______________________, 2017.                                       [Seal] 
    

        
________________________________________ 
Monica Martinez Simmons, City Clerk 
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David G. Jones, CGFM, CIA, CISA 
davidg.jones@seattle.gov 

(206) 233-1095 (work) 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
City Auditor, Office of City Auditor, Seattle, Washington, December 2009 – Present. 

• Appointed by the Seattle City Council to a four-year term in December 2009 after a national 
search, and reappointed in September 2013 to a second term. Responsible for directing and 
prioritizing all audit activities; developing the office work plan and annual budget; hiring, 
evaluating, and assigning staff; ensuring quality and relevant work products to meet requesters’ 
needs; maintaining compliance with Government Auditing Standards including successfully 
passing an independent peer review by the Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA); 
making presentations to Seattle City Councilmembers; and responding to inquiries from the 
public and media. Expanded the office’s use of data mining software, statistical analysis, 
information security reviews, program evaluations, and work with consultants. Served as Acting 
City Auditor from April 2009 to December 2009. 

 
Deputy City Auditor, Office of City Auditor, Seattle, Washington, January 1998 – March 2009. 

• Assisted the City Auditor with the supervision of the seven assistant auditors, administrative 
staff, consultants, and interns. Responsible for performing quality assurance reviews of draft 
reports; making presentations to councilmembers, professional associations, and citizen groups; 
assisting with development of the office work plan, annual report, and budget materials; writing 
performance evaluations of office staff; developing and updating the office’s policies and 
procedures; preparing annual office staff assessment of the City Auditor, as required by the City 
Council; participating in hiring and personnel activities; overseeing work related to internal 
control and information technology; and coordinating and preparing for external peer reviews.  

 
Supervisory Auditor, Office of City Auditor, Seattle, Washington, April 1996 – December 1997. 

• Served as the lead auditor of four published audit products. Responsible for supervising audit 
staff, participating in hiring and personnel activities, and making presentations to the City 
Council on my reports. Assisted with development of the office work plan. Implemented the 
office’s use of the Control Self-Assessment (CSA) audit technique. 

 
Supervisory Auditor, U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO), Washington, D.C., October 1990 – April 
1996. 

• Planned and supervised the completion of four audit projects of sensitive U.S. government 
programs and contributed to the congressional testimony on a fifth program. Two of these 
audits were cited for their significance and quality in the U.S. Comptroller General’s annual 
reports for 1994 and 1995. 

 
Staff Auditor, U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO), Washington, D.C. and Panama City, Republic of 
Panama, August 1985 – September 1990. 

• Performed audit research and drafted reports, including drafting a report on a $17.7 million 
children’s health program. Made significant contributions to ten other audits on topics ranging 
from information management systems to the effectiveness of U.S. narcotics enforcement 
programs. Earned the Outstanding Achievement Award for contributions to studies that 
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prompted improvements in the Interstate Commerce Commission’s enforcement program and 
identified $1.4 billion in reductions to the U.S. Navy’s 1987 ship building budget. 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Master of Public Policy – John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, June 1985. 
 
Bachelor of Arts (History) – Haverford College, Haverford, Pennsylvania, May 1978. 

 
AWARDS 

 
Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA) 2015 Knighton Distinguished Award for Report by 
Medium Size Audit Office 
Manager for March 18, 2015 report: Audit of the Seattle Police Department’s Public Disclosure Process 
 
Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA) 2014 Knighton Exemplary Award for Report by 
Medium Size Audit Office 
Manager for October 17, 2014 report: Seattle’s Paid Sick and Safe Time Ordinance Enforcement Audit  
 
Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA) 2010 Knighton Bronze Award for Report by Medium 
Size Audit Office 
Supervisor for July 28, 2010 report: Anti-Graffiti Efforts: Best Practices and Recommendations 
 
Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA) 2007 Knighton Silver Award for Report by Medium 
Size Audit Office 
Supervisor for August 6, 2007 report: Seattle Indigent Public Defense Services 
 
Distinguished Faculty Member of Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) Seminars Program 
Named Distinguished Faculty Member in January 2001 for high level of performance in teaching courses 
on audit report writing, risk assessment, control self-assessment, interviewing techniques, and skills for 
new supervisory auditors.  
 
GAO Exceptional Performance Bonus Awards, December 1993 and January 1995 
For role as Auditor-in-Charge on major reports on the U.S-Israel Arrow missile program and the U.S-
Japan FS-X aircraft program. 
 
GAO Assistant Comptroller General Exceptional Performance Commendation, April 1992 
For quickly providing the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with information needed for deliberations 
on military assistance to El Salvador. 
 
GAO Assistant Comptroller General Letters of Commendation, May 1990 
For contributions in 1989 and 1990 to reviews of Central American refugees and U.S. programs in Belize 
under extremely short time frames and stressful conditions. 
 
U.S State Department Superior Honor Award, June 1988 
For sustained superior performance with GAO’s Latin America office throughout the June 1987 to June 
1988 political and economic crisis in the Republic of Panama. 
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Letters of Commendation, January 1987 
From Congressman Bill Chappell and the U.S. Comptroller General for significant assistance provided to 
the congressional review of the Department of Navy’s fiscal year 1987 budget request.   
 
GAO Washington Regional Office Outstanding Achievement Award, October 1986 
For outstanding performance during audits of the Interstate Commerce Commission and the U.S. Navy. 
 

ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Certifications:  

• Certified Internal Auditor (CIA) from the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) 
• Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) from the Association of Government 

Accountants (AGA) 
• Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA) from the Information Systems and Control 

Association (ISACA) 
 
Memberships: 

• Since 2015, served as chair of the Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA) Advocacy 
Committee, which advocates for the establishment and support of local government auditing. 

• Former member of the National Association of Local Government Auditors (NALGA) Peer Review 
Committee and leader of three NALGA peer review teams (reviewed operations of audit offices 
in Multnomah County, Oregon; Stockton, California; and Austin, Texas). At the request of the 
King County Auditor, headed the team that performed the peer review of her office in 
December 2004. 

• Member of 2005 King County Auditor Reappointment Committee. 
 
Presentations (invited to speak on audit-related topics): 

• Pacific Northwest Intergovernmental Audit Forum 
• American Society for Public Administration 
• OLGA (a Scandinavian local government auditors association) 
• Washington State Finance Officers Association 
• Washington Society of Certified Public Accountants 
• Washington State Local Government Auditors Association 
• Multnomah County Auditor’s Office 
• University of Washington’s Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs 
• Seattle University’s Institute of Public Service 
• News Media Internal Audit Association 
• Seattle Management Association 
• City of Seattle Administrative Forum 
• Puget Sound Chapter of the Institute of Internal Auditors 
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