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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Executive has proposed developing a new police precinct at Aurora Ave N & 
N. 130th St.  This would replace the existing, smaller facility [about 30 blocks south at College Way N and N 103rd St.]  

On 6/8, GESCNA Committee 
reviewed the project’s scope, schedule, and budget; and 
Executive staff briefed you on plans and timing for proposed Council actions.
Type 5 land use decision
ROW transfer
$15M appropriation from Pacific Place Garage net proceeds
REET Financial Policies
Project funding

The 6/8 discussion identified several potential paths for reducing the project’s overall $160 million cost estimate.

For today’s briefing, Amy and I prepared a memo highlighting some potential opportunities for reducing the project’s cost.  In order to keep the project on its current schedule, FAS is seeking feedback from the Council as soon as possible.



Comparison of Franchise Benefits
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Wave 2006 Franchise 2015 Century Link Franchise 2016 Comcast Franchise Proposed Wave Franchise
Public, 
Educational, & 
Governmental 
access channel 
(PEG) financial 
support

$0.12 per subscriber per 
month, $120,000 over ten-
year franchise

$0.12 fee per subscriber per month 
– estimated $144,000 over ten-
year franchise upon approval. 
Switched to 0.4% of gross cable 
revenue upon Comcast franchise 
approval.

0.4% of gross cable revenue –
estimated at $7,956,000 over ten-
year franchise

0.4% of gross cable revenue –
estimated at $320,000 over 
ten-year franchise

PEG channels

16 (8 analog, 8 digital) 
PEG channels, to be 
allocated at the City’s 
discretion

12 PEG channels available, to be 
allocated at the City’s discretion

12 PEG channels available 
(unused channel capacity 
returned to Comcast)

• UWTV (SD & HD)
• King County TV (SD & HD)
• TVW (SD)
• Seattle Channel (SD & HD)
• Seattle Colleges (SD & HD)
• Seattle Public Schools (SD)
• Public Access (SD)
• KCTS+ (SD)

12 PEG channels available, 
uses Comcast PEG signals to 
distribute to Wave subscribers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Design began in 2013 (not shown on this slide) and is scheduled to be completed in 2016.
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Promotional 
assistance for 
Seattle Channel

When the City uses 
Comcast’s credit ($50,000) 
to advertise programs on a 
government access 
channel, Wave will air ads 
on the cable system or in a 
comparable time slot at no 
charge

Up to $7,500 annually in 
advertising availability spots to 
support and promote Seattle 
Channel programming

$50,000 annual credit towards 
advertising programs on 
government access channel

Will meet with Seattle Channel 
periodically to determine how 
to provide free promotion

Connection to City 
buildings and 
schools

Free basic cable TV service Complimentary gigabit service to 
The Seattle Channel 

Free cable connections and TV 
service 

Free cable connections and TV 
service 

Wave 2006 Franchise 2015 Century Link Franchise 2016 Comcast Franchise Proposed Wave Franchise

Low-income 
subscribers 

Discount on cable TV for 
low-income seniors and 
disabled subscribers -
$3.80 off any tier of cable 
service.

Lower priced cable service 
tier ($19.99/month)

Second public access 
facility 

Discounted cable TV rates for 
residents eligible for State 
/Federal Lifeline, Link-Up 
programs, in Section 8 housing

Internet Basics program at 
$9.95/month with free modem 
rental for 1st year contract. 
Increases to $14.95 + modem 
rental afterwards. Seattle 
residents eligible for most public 
assistance programs. No need to 
have CenturyLink internet service 
to enroll.

30% discount on basic tier, 
monetary equivalent off other 
tiers 

Internet essentials program, 
including expansion of pilot 
program for low-income 
seniors. $9.95/month, with
modem/wireless router. City 
residents eligible for school 
lunch program, public housing 
residents, low-income seniors 
eligible for the program.

30% discount on Comcast 
Limited Basic service 
($5.04/month off) for City 
residents eligible for UDP 

Internet discount: greater of 
$10 or what Comcast charges 
for its Internet Essentials 
program for Seattle residents 
eligible for the Utility Discount 
Program or in low-income 
subsidized housing. 



Comparison of Franchise Benefits (cont.)
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Wave 2006 Franchise 2015 Century Link Franchise 2016 Comcast Franchise Proposed Wave 
Franchise

Additional 
benefits 

Relocation assistance if 
PEG channels moved

$10,000 annual grant to 
KIRO TV for advertising 
spots to be used at the 
City’s discretion

$20,000 community 
technology grant for 
communities 
underrepresented on 
public access channel

Customer service 
upgrades, system upgrades
Fiber connection to Town 
Hall

Relocation assistance if PEG channels 
moved

Video on Demand content for PEG 
channels

Encouraging digital equity – computer 
lab with 1 gig service and equipment 
(up to ten computers, printer, large 
screen TV if requested) and 
complimentary Prism if a qualified 
living unit at a not yet determined 
location

Electronic TV guide listings for PEG 
channels at no extra cost

Remote links for Seattle Channel live 
programming at Rainier Beach 
Community Center. Seattle Channel 
and CTL working on North end location. 

Free Wi-Fi at Jefferson Community 
Center (or alternate agreed upon 
location)

Relocation assistance if PEG 
channels moved

Video on Demand content for 
PEG channels

$500,000 for digital equity 
initiative ($100,000 a year for 
five years)

Audit settlement agreement 
of $450,000

Relocation assistance if PEG 
channels moved

Video on Demand content 
for PEG channels 

Free Wi-Fi for intersections 
of 23rd Ave. and Cherry St. 
and 23rd Ave. and Union St.

Cable modem 
service to non-
profits

Up to 50 sites as of 2007 
transfer.

N/A Up to 600 active modem sites. 
May install 20 additional per 
year. Includes complimentary 
TV. 

Currently 55 active modem 
sites, 5 additional per year 
up to 100 sites
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