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Today

• Summary of Changes
• Early Community Outreach

• New Director’s Rule

• New Webpage with Resources

• Upcoming Info Sessions
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Upcoming Changes to Design Review

Changes to Design Review Program

• Ordinance 125429

• Adopted in October 2017

Starting on July 1:

• Modified Project Thresholds

• New Early Community Outreach

• New Central Area Board 

• Other Process Changes

Available online
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http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cs/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/p3566993.pdf
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Goals of Design Review Legislation

• Improve consistency, predictability, and efficiency of program

• Support dialogue and communication

• Set clear expectations

• Further program’s purpose of encouraging better design

Goals of new early community outreach

• Meaningful dialogue, broaden participation

• Improve understanding of local context, lead to better design

• Process is clear and predictable, provides structure but offers 
flexibility

• Allow Design Review meetings to focus on design

• Requires minimal resources (time and expenses)
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Early Community Outreach

Ordinance
• Requires all projects going through Design Review to 

conduct community outreach before beginning Early Design 
Guidance

• Authorizes SDCI Director to create an administrative rule

(allows flexibility to adapt/refine/revise)

New Director’s Rule (SDCI/DON)

• Staff Draft in August 2017

• Public Review Draft in May 2018

• Rule finalized on June 12, 2018

• Applies to projects that submit 
applications for EDG after July 1

Available online
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Early Community Outreach: The Basics
Provides structure
• All projects must do printed, in-person, and digital outreach

• Must work with DON to customize outreach in “Equity Areas”

• DON administers, pass off to Design Review process

• Serves as baseline (many projects already go above and beyond)

Allows flexibility
• Menu of options for different types of outreach

• Can be customized based on project size, location, etc.

Updates since August 2017
• Weighted outreach methods 
• Clarifications
• Project info on DON blog, events on DON calendar
• Privacy and Public Records
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Early Community Outreach: Process
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DON staff must verify that the outreach has occurred before the 
applicant may schedule their EDG meeting
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DON Website with Resources Now online!
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DON Website: Basic Info

Director’s Rule

Sample Community Outreach Plans
Use one of the six, or make up your own

Overview of Outreach Process

Project Blog

FAQs
What is an equity area? 
How do I submit documentation?

Evaluation Survey Coming Soon!
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Sample Outreach Plans
Use one of ours or design your own
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Available online

http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/Neighborhoods/Shared/Early Outreach for Design Review/Sample_Outreach_Plans.pdf
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DON Website: Planning Resources 

Neighborhood Snapshots
Demographics, meeting rooms, community groups, 
local plans/initiatives

Community Connector
Find local community organizations

Early Outreach Event Calendar
Post public in-person events here

Spacefinder
Find meeting rooms
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Neighborhood 
Snapshot

Community 
Connector
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http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/neighborhoods-and-districts
http://communityconnector.seattle.gov/
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DON Website: Tips & Resources

Tips and Templates for Meetings

Interpreter & Translator Directory

Strategies for Equitable Engagement

Best Practices for collecting information from 
the public
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More Information

Info Sessions for Developers

• Today, June 20, 4pm

Seattle Municipal Tower (SMT) 19th Floor

Reddit “Ask Me Anything” Sessions

• July 10, 12-1pm

• August 14, 8-9am 
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Questions

Lisa Rutzick, SDCI

Design Review Program Manager

Lisa.Rutzick@seattle.gov

Danielle Friedman, DON

DREarlyOutreach@seattle.gov

www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/outreach-and-engagement/
design-review-for-early-outreach

http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/outreach-and-engagement/design-review-for-early-outreach
http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/outreach-and-engagement/design-review-for-early-outreach

