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Seattle’s identity rests in no small part on its labor history

Washington State Labor Council murals depict scenes from the state’s radical labor history



Labor power for whom?
Who is in and who is out?

Race, gender, immigration, and 
other divisions

In February 1886, white workers, 
many of them members of the 
Knights of Labor, attacked Chinese 
workers, destroying the city’s 
Chinatown and forcing nearly all 
Chinese people to leave.

(The West Shore, published in Portland 1886)



Seattle 1903 street car strike

1. Seattle 1900-1918: growing population, growing union power

Founded in 1900 and owned by the 
Seattle Central Labor Council,  the 
Union Record became a daily 
newspaper in 1918, selling up to 
60,000 copies of each issue



WORLD WAR I  (1917-1918)

As tens of thousands faced conscription, 
Seattle became a shipbuilding center, 
with 35,000 employed by 1918



Shipyard 
workers ask 
for solidarity 
strikes by 
other unions

Photo: UW Libraries

2. Seattle General Strike (February 1919)



“Streetcar gongs ceased their 
clamor; newsboys cast their 
unsold papers into the street; 
from the doors of mill and 
factory, store and workshop, 
streamed sixty-five thousand 
working men. School children 
with fear in their hearts hurried 
homeward. The life stream of a 
great city stopped.” 

(from Ole Hanson, Americanism versus 

Bolshevism)
Front page of the Seattle Union Record, February 3, 1919, announcing 
the decision of the General Strike Committee.



Count down to February 6

Photo: Museum of History & Industry



February 7: Mayor Ole Hanson threatens martial law

Photo: UW Libraries



“Nothing moved but the tide”
-Earl George

Photo: UW Libraries



Members of 
the 
waitress’ 
union serve 
meals to 
other 
strikers

Photo: Museum of History & Industry



Feb 11: Strike ends

“Our city no longer lies prostrate. 
Ninety percent of Seattle stands firm 
for Americanism. The other 10 
percent will be driven from this 
community.”

-Ole Hanson, February 11, 1919



Unemployed 
Citizens 
League 
organizes, 
1931

3. 1930s-1940s: a new deal for workers



New unions

New workplace 
rights

Higher standards 
of living for 
many

Photo: Waterfront Workers History Project



The Battle 
at Boeing 

1941



United Construction Workers Association

4. 1960s-1970s: new labor movements





Photo: Steve Ludwig collection



Alaska Cannery Workers Association



Gay 
Liberation 
Movement

Photo: Northwest Lesbian and Gay History Museum Project



5. Battle of Seattle, November 1999

Photo: Al Crespi, WTO History Project, UW Libraries



Unforgettable 
images

Photo: Dang Ngo/ Rainforest Action Network



Unforgettable 
images

Photo: Wikipedia



Unforgettable slogan

Los Angeles Times (Dec 2, 1999)

“Teamsters and Turtles: They're Together at Last”

Photo: WTO History Project, UW Libraries



6. Since 2008: new labor movement, new city
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THE LABOR ARCHIVES OF WASHINGTON :
Overview, Collection Highlights and Sample Clips

from the LAW Oral History Collection

Conor Casey,  Labor Archivist/Director 
Labor Archives of Washington, University of Washington 

Seattle City Council: Housing, Health, Energy, and Workers’ 
Rights Committee

May 3, 2018



Session Structure

■ Introduction/Overview 

■ Selected Events from Collections 

■ Selection of Oral History Clips



• Founded in 2010 as a collaboration between the Harry Bridges Center for Labor 

Studies and the University of Washington Libraries Special Collections 

• Our Mission: To preserve and make accessible the records of working people and 

their unions as well as the interconnected histories of civil rights and social justice 

organizing, and to serve as a center for historical research, free and open to the 

public, ensuring that new generations have access to the rich labor history of the 

region.

• Community archives/Advisory board



Collections
• Organizational Records

• Manuscripts, Research Materials of 

Labor Historians

• Papers of Organizers, Labor Leaders, 

Rank and File Members

• Photographs/AV Material

• Artifacts

• Ephemera

• Artwork

• Websites and Social Media Content

• Oral History Interviews—Legacy and 

Born Digital



Selected 
Highlights

• United Construction 

Workers Association

• Radical Women and 

the Fight at City Light

• SeaTac/Seattle 

Minimum Wage 

Campaigns 



> Beverly Sims (Currently part of Tyree Scott 
Papers, will soon be its own collection) 

> Cannery Workers and Farm Workers Local 7 
Records (also related collections of officers)

> Cindy Domingo Papers

> Silme Domingo Papers

> Henry Andes Papers

> Clara Fraser Papers

> IBEW 46 Records

> IBEW 77 Records

> King County Labor Council Records

> Nancy Mason Papers (IBEW 46, 
apprenticeship)

> Seattle Building Trades Council Records

> Seattle Economic Opportunities Center 
Records

> Tyree Scott Oral History

> Tyree Scott Papers (Also contains LELO) 

> United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners District Council

> William Little Oral Histories

Collections at UW Labor Archives



> Civic Unity Committee (Seattle) Records

> Gary Greaves Oral History Project

> William Little Oral Histories

> Leonard Shroeter Papers

> NAACP Records

> National Organization of Women, Seattle 

> Population Research Office Records

> Seattle Model Cities Program Records

> Seattle Urban League Records

> Tamara Turner Papers

> Young Women’s Christian Association 
Records (University of Washington) 
(Mechanica Committee)

> Melba Windoffer Papers

Related collections

Collections at UW Special Collections





United Construction 
Workers Association logo.

University of Washington Libraries 
Special Collections,

Young Women’s Christian 
Association (University of 
Washington) records, 1930-021



UCWA’s

No Separate 
Peace, February 
1976

Seattle Civil Rights 
and Labor History 
Project Website



UWCA members 
marching down 
Madison St., Seattle, 
July 7, 1972

Museum of History & 
Industry Photograph 
Collection

Image Number 
2000.107.216.06.01



THE FIGHT AT CITY LIGHT
CLARA FRASER AND RADICAL WOMEN



Trainees tour City 
Light power station. 
Pandora, July, 1974. 
p.6

From Grant, Nicole. 
“Challenging Sexism at City 
Light: The Electrical Trades 
Trainee Program” Seattle 
Civil Rights and Labor 
History Project

http://depts.washington.edu/
civilr/citylight.htm



Seattle Times. June 
25, 1974.

Grant, Nicole. “Challenging 
Sexism at City Light: The 
Electrical Trades Trainee 
Program” Seattle Civil Rights 
and Labor History Project

http://depts.washington.edu/
civilr/citylight.htm



Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 
October 3, 1975

From Grant, Nicole. “Challenging 
Sexism at City Light: The Electrical 
Trades Trainee Program” Seattle 
Civil Rights and Labor History 
Project

http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/cit
ylight.htm



The Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, Feb 17, 
1983

Nancy Mason Papers Box 4, 
Folder 1 

Labor Archives of 
Washington University of 
Washington Libraries, 
Special Collections



The Seattle Times 
February 15, 1983

Mason Papers Box 4, Folder 
1 

Labor Archives of 
Washington University of 
Washington Libraries, 
Special Collections



THE SEATAC/SEATTLE 
MINIMUM WAGE 

CAMPAIGNS



SeaTac Seattle 
Minimum Wage 
History Project 
Website

• Over 60 interviews
• Archived websites
• Digitized documents



Over 60 interviews with labor leaders, politicians, 



Labor Archives Digital Collections Portal



Questions? 
Email me! 

Conor Casey
cmcasey@uw.edu 

Check out our collections at 
laborarchives.org


