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State Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) 
Waterway Permits

Waterway 1: Laurelhurst
Waterway 3A: Washington Park Arboretum

Civic Development, Public Assets & Native Communities Committee
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State Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) Permits & Leases

Parks with DNR Agreements

Seattle Parks and Recreation 
has many permits or leases with 
DNR for use of state-owned 
aquatic lands.
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Waterway 1 Permit Renewal
Location: Laurelhurst, off 43rd Ave NE

Features: Basketball court, lawn, 
plantings and water access

Size: 9,931 square feet

Permit Term: 5 years
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Waterway 1 Background
• Waterway 1 has been used by the Laurelhurst 

community as a park for decades.

• Until 2013, the Laurelhurst Community Club held the 
permit from DNR for the public use of Waterway 1.

• In 2012, DNR changed its insurance policies which 
made it prohibitively expensive for the club to hold 
the permit.

• In 2013, Seattle Parks and Recreation agreed to hold 
the permit for Waterway 1, provided that the 
Laurelhurst community continue to maintain the 
public space.

• In 2014, the City and Friends of Waterway 1 signed a 
MOA obligating the Friends of Waterway 1 to 
maintain Waterway 1 for the enjoyment of the 
community.
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Waterway 3A Permit Renewal

Location: Washington Park 
Arboretum, extending south from 
Marsh Island

Characteristics: Marsh and open 
water

Size: 19,602 square feet

Permit Term: 5 years
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QUESTIONS?


