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Redlining Map 
of Seattle, 1936

• Growth shaped by a history 
of systematic, government 
led racial segregation

• Denies people of color access 
to home ownership 
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Single-family 
Zoning

Multifamily 
zoning

Industrial

Seattle Zoning 
(simplified)

Redlining 
Map of 
Seattle, 
1936

1920’s 
• 1st Zoning Ordinance

• Racially Restrictive Covenants

1930’s 
• Redlining

1950’s – 1970’s 
• Increases in single-family zones

1990’s
• Backyard Cottages legalized

• Urban Village Growth Strategy
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Single-family 
Zoning

Multifamily 
zoning

Industrial

Seattle Zoning 
(simplified)



8

Seattle’s units by 
building type (2016 ACS)
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Homeownership rate by race 
(2016 ACS)
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Population Change 
1970 - 2015

>15% 
Population Decline

0% - 15% 
Population Decline

1% - 15% 
Population Increase

>15% 
Population Increase
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Image: SDOT. Data: Seattle Office of Sustainability and Environment
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Aurora/
Licton Springs

Greenwood/ 
Phinney Ridge

Green lake
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Thank you!


