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WESTERN ENERGY IMBALANCE MARKET (EIM)

• EIM is a Real-Time Market that 

finds the lowest cost energy to 

serve real-time customer demand 

across a wide geographic footprint

• A well designed electricity market is 

built on a foundation of resource 

adequacy and has features that:

• Provide for intra-hour energy balancing

• Compensate capacity resources, like 

hydro, that provide system reliability and 

flexibility
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WHY WE ARE JOINING THE MARKET

Furthers our mission of 

Customers first

Future readiness for greater 

market integration 

Environmental benefit of

integrating renewables 

through flexible hydro  

Core Business benefit of

employee growth, 

improved coordination
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HISTORY

October 2016 September 2019

Oct 2016

Ordinance 125167 Approved
 by City Council

Mar 2017

Briefing

July 2017

FERC  Approval of Implementation 
Agreement with ISO

Jul 2018

Awarded RFP to OATI

Nov 2017

Approval of 2018-2019 Budget Update

November 2018

2019-2020 Budget Approval

Aug 2019

ETRM Cutover (Planned)

Nov 2017

City Light Approves replacement of ETRM 
System Pushes EIM Go-Live to 2020
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WHAT WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED 

• All agreements with the ISO executed

• Metering installation complete-

working on programming

• Risk Policies accepted

• Network Model complete

• Resource Data Template 

(characteristics of generators and 

interties) complete

• Training underway

• ETRM software cutover Aug 1 
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SCHEDULE

Jul 2019 Apr 2020
1/1

10/2 - 1/31

EIM Market Testing

9/2 - 10/1

CAISO 

Connectivity 

Testing

2/1 - 3/15

Parallel Operations

7/1 - 8/8

EIM Software

Configuration

3/18

Production Cutover Begins

4/1

EIM GO-LIve

8/12 - 9/27

EIM Software 

Training & 

Acceptance 

Testing

9/14 - 11/29

Market, Process, System 

End User Training



OUR MISSION
Seattle City Light is dedicated to delivering customers affordable, reliable and 

environmentally responsible electricity services.

OUR VISION
We resolve to provide a positive, fulfilling and engaging experience for our employees. We 

will expect and reinforce leadership behaviors that contribute to that culture. Our workforce 

is the foundation upon which we achieve our public service goals and will reflect the 

diversity of the community we serve. 

We strive to improve quality of life by understanding and answering the needs of our 

customers. We aim to provide more opportunities to those with fewer resources and will 

protect the well-being and safety of the public.

We aspire to be the nation’s greenest utility by fulfilling our mission

in an environmentally and socially responsible manner.

OUR VALUES
Safety, Environmental Stewardship, Innovation, Excellence, Customer Care


