Connecting Seattle through Public Space

Councilmember Herbold
PO Box 34025
Seattle, WA 98124-4025

Dear Councilmember Herbold:

We are writing to ask you to support our request for $250,000 in funding to address a
critical safety and accessibility issue at Concord Elementary School in the South Park

Neighborhood.

The ramp project at Concord Elementary Will address unsafe access to the school grounds at the
southwest corner, where families use a steep, eroding dirt path leading to the school’s busy
parking lot, which is hazardous for pedestrians, especially small children. That path will be
replaced by a safe, well-lit, tree-lined ramp that is ADA-compliant. A colorfully designed
crosswalk at South Henderson Street, created in partnership with the Seattle Department of

Transportation, will increase visibility for pedestrians heading to and from the ramp.

The ramp will ensure safe community access to the playground and offer a better route for school
groups to walk to neighboring Marra Farm, an urban farm where community members grow
more than 15,000 pounds of organic produce each year. Through a partnership with the nonprofit
organization Solid Ground, Concord students learn to grow and harvest vegetables at the farm
throughout the year. This program is vital to many families, given that South Park is a food

desert—a community that has limited access to fresh, affordable, and nutritious food.

For over two years, Concord International Elementary PTA has been hard at work raising funds
to improve the school ground and address the safety of the southwest entrance. They have raised
$270,000 to transform a narrow sidewalk and underused slope into a spacious entryway and

community plaza lined with benches and native plants. It also added a beautiful pollinator garden



and new trees near the back playfield. These improvements have made the school grounds safer

and more accessible while augmenting the neighborhood’s tree cover.

The ramp, however, has not attracted private funders, who consider it an essential infrastructure

project and thus the responsibility of the public sector.

An investment of $250,000 in this project would allow the project to stay on track for completion
in the summer of 2020. With the safety and accessibility at the heart of this project—timing is of

the essence.

The Concord Elementary PTA has exhibited the passion, strength, and tenacity to make a
difference for their children and for the entire neighborhood. Your support will help them realize

their vision of a safer, greener, and more beautiful hub for community building and learning.

Thank you so much for your help.

Sincerely,

T Pehss _E«;@g\

Thatcher Bailey
CEO & President

Seattle Parks Foundation



The Campaign for Greening
Concord International
Elementary School .

Promoting Community Connections, '
Health, and Safety
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JOIN THE CAMPAIGN FOR
GREENING CONCORD
ELEMENTARY

The South Park community has exhibited the passion, strength, and tenacity to make
a difference for their children and for the entire neighborhood. Your support will help
them realize their vision of a safer, greener, and more beautiful hub for community
building and learning.

The effort to raise funds for this project is a community endeavor and involves many
individuals, community groups, foundations, and businesses. Help us provide much-
needed upgrades to improve access, instill community pride, and improve livability
for generations to come.

To learn more and donate, visit
www.seattleparksfoundation.org/
project/greening-concord/

For more information about giving or
volunteering, please contact:

Robin Schwartz

Acting President, Concord Elementary
PTA

robinschwartz@hotmail.com
206.359.1774

Erin Miller

Deputy Director, Seattle Parks
Foundation
erin@seattleparksfoundation.org

Thanks to the following students and PTA
members: Joe Eckness and Erin Murphy,
Abigail Fields and Thora Eckness; Maria
Campos and Esmeralda, Jasmine and Javier
Campos; Gladis Clemente; Robin Schwartz

ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS

Seattle Parks Foundation
RAVE Foundation
Seattle Public Schools

SEATTLE PARKS FOUNDATION



