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Housing Connector and
Innovation Advisory Council
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Housing Connector Program Development
Team: OH, HSD, King County, 
United Way, Building Changes

City Budget: $470,000/year

History

• OH took over project management 
during EOC activation on 
homelessness in 2017

• Program Development

• IAC Project – Search Tool

• Hired Executive Search firm in 2018 
to hire and Executive Director
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Innovation Advisory Council - Purpose

“Why should we, in the City of Seattle, 
be sitting in one of the most 
innovative, talent-rich ecosystems 
literally on the planet — and yet 
government exists as if it has no 
relationship to it,”

“How can we draw some of that 
talent, those ideas, that innovation 
and have them solve some of our 
challenges?” 

-Mayor Durkan, 2019

Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan signs an executive order creating the IAC (GeekWire
Photo / Monica Nickelsburg)
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Member Companies

• Microsoft
• Tableau
• Zillow
• Amazon
• Expedia Group
• Artefact
• F5
• Facebook
• Loftium
• Twitter

• University of Washington
• Technology Access Foundation
• Washington Technology Industry 

Association
• Flying Fish
• We Count
• Tom Rubin
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How it works

Civic Challenges

IAC members and 
Mayor’s Office 

surface high priority 
civic challenges

Teamwork

City and IAC 
members collaborate 
to achieve actionable 

outcomes

Better Outcomes

Improving public 
services and making
government more 

collaborative, 
inventive, and 

responsive

Matching

IAC members are 
matched with 

challenges based on 
interest and 
alignment
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2019 Projects

1. NavApp 2.0| Human Services Department

2. Homelessness Data Model | Human Services Department

3. Affordable Seattle | Innovation & Performance

4. Youth Portal | Mayor’s Office

5. Housing Search Tool | Office of Housing 

6. Earthquake Early Warning| Office of Emergency Management

7. Earthquake Damage Assessment | Office of Emergency 
Management
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2020 Projects

• Food Rescue | SPU | Amazon 

• Participatory Budgeting | DON| Microsoft

• Predictive Analytics for Parking | SDOT | Expedia

• Racial Equity Lab | OCR | Tableau + Zillow

• Creative Economy Collaboration | ARTS/OED | Facebook + 
Twitter

• Affordable Seattle| IP | F5 + Tableau
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Online Resources

• IAC Sharepoint:  https://seattlegov.sharepoint.com/sites/MO_IAC/

• IAC Public Website: http://www.seattle.gov/innovation-advisory-council

https://seattlegov.sharepoint.com/sites/MO_IAC
http://www.seattle.gov/innovation-advisory-council

