
Amendment 1 to CB 119769 – Allow applicants who elect administrative design review, under limited 
circumstances for the 180-day duration of the ordinance, to continue administrative review after virtual 
or in-person meetings resume. 
Sponsor: Mosqueda 
 
This amendment would allow applicants who would normally be subject to full design review and elect 
administrative design review under the temporary provisions of the bill to continue in administrative 
design review for the 180-day duration of the ordinance after virtual design review meetings are 
available or after design review boards resume meeting in-person if (1) the project has completed early 
design guidance or (2) the SDCI Director determines that a return to full design review would cause the 
project not to meet Code required timeframes for Master Use Permit review. Changes are shown in 
track changes. 
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Amend Section 2 as follows: 

 

Section 2. Subsection 23.41.004 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by 

Ordinance 125603, is amended as follows: 

23.41.004 Applicability 

*** 

D. Temporary provisions for shifting projects to administrative design review 

 1. The provisions of this subsection 23.41.004.D apply notwithstanding any 

contrary provision of this Title 23. 

 2. The provisions of this subsection 23.41.004.D apply from the effective date of 

this ordinance until the earlier of: (a) 180 days after the effective date of this ordinance; (b) the 

date when the Department places in operation a system, consistent with applicable statutory 

requirements, for holding meetings of the Design Review Board that do not involve in-person 

contact; or (c) the date when the Design Review Board resumes meetings involving in-person 

contact consistent with applicable statutory and public health requirements. 

 3. While the provisions of this subsection 23.41.004.D apply according to 

subsection 23.41.004.D.2,  

  a. All projects that are subject to the full design review process according 

to Section 23.41.014 shall, if the applicant elects, be processed through the administrative design 
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review process according to Section 23.41.016 if (i) a Design Review Board meeting for the 

project has been cancelled due to the need to avoid in-person contact, or (ii) the project is 

otherwise ready to be scheduled for a Design Review Board meeting but such a meeting cannot 

be scheduled due to the need to avoid in-person contact and the lack of an operational system for 

holding meetings of the Design Review Board that do not involve in-person contact.   

  b. If an applicant makes the election described in subsection 

23.41.004.D.3.a, all early design guidance and recommendation processes, to the extent not 

completed under administrative design review, shall be shifted back to the full design review 

process at the time set forth in subsection 23.41.004.D.2., except that an applicant may elect to 

have its project continue in administrative design review through the entire period this ordinance 

is effective, notwithstanding that the Design Review Board has started holding meetings as 

described in subsections 23.41.004.D.2.b or 23.41.004.D.2.c, if: 

i. The project has completed early design guidance under 

administrative design review prior to the Design Review Board starting to hold meetings as 

described in subsections 23.41.004.D.2.b or 23.41.004.D.2.c, or 

ii.  The Director determines that a return to full design review 

would preclude review from being completed in the time required by Section 23.76.005. 
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  c. An applicant may make the election described in subsection 

23.41.004.D.3.a notwithstanding that this subsection 23.41.004.D became effective after the 

applicant's application vested according to Section 23.76.026. 


