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Critical Issues – Current and Future 
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New UI Claims March 1 – April 18
Total: 201,450

Unprecedented Scale

Unemployment Rate Feb - Mar 
2.4% to 5.4%



Sector and Occupation Impact 
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Source:  COVID-19 Anticipated Economic Impacts in Seattle and Washington; Anticipated Economic Impacts for Near-Term and Longer-Term Considerations  March 

17, 2020 Business Health, The Chamber Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce Community Attributes 



Source:  https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/report-library
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Total, All Industries

Accommodation and food services

Health care and social assistance

Retail trade

Unknown/Not Disclosed

Construction

Manufacturing

Administrative and waste services

Other services, except public administration

Arts, entertainment, and recreation

Professional and technical services

Transportation and warehousing

Wholesale trade

Educational services

Sectors Impacted 
New UI Claims Jan – April 18 2020  (sectors with 5,000+) 



Neighborhoods hardest hit by COVID-19 job losses are home to workers in 
industries like tourism and transportation, which are bearing the brunt of the 

economic shutdown. 

Source:  https://www.urban.org/features/where-low-income-jobs-are-
being-lost-covid-19; April 23, 2020 

https://www.urban.org/features/where-low-income-jobs-are-being-lost-covid-19


https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2020/04/23/charts-of-the-week-

covid-19s-impact-on-different-groups-in-america/
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Recovery: Multi-Sector Comprehensive Coordinated Response


