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Nationally, before COVID: 78% of US workers live 
paycheck-to-paycheck to make ends meet

• More than half of minimum wage workers say they have to work 
more than one job to make ends meet

• Nearly 3 in 4 workers say they are in debt today - more than half 
think they will always be

• Nearly 3 in 5 renters could not come up with $400 in an emergency

http://press.careerbuilder.com/2017-08-24-Living-Paycheck-to-Paycheck-is-a-Way-of-Life-for-Majority-of-U-S-Workers-According-to-

New-CareerBuilder-Survey

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/cancel-rent/611059/

http://press.careerbuilder.com/2017-08-24-Living-Paycheck-to-Paycheck-is-a-Way-of-Life-for-Majority-of-U-S-Workers-According-to-New-CareerBuilder-Survey
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/cancel-rent/611059/


Seattle, before COVID: Nearly half of renters 
are officially rent-burdened

• 2010-2018: Average rents in Seattle rose 69%, 2X the national 
average

• December 2019: Average rent in Seattle was $2,024/month
• A household would need an income greater than $81,000/year to avoid 

being rent-burdened

• More than half of Seattle renters hit with eviction notices owed one 
month’s rent or less

• Nearly 9 out of every 10 tenants who are evicted wind up homeless

• Evictions fall disproportionately on women and people of color

https://www.seattletimes.com/business/real-estate/hoping-for-seattle-area-rents-to-get-cheap-dont-hold-your-breath/

https://seattle.curbed.com/2018/6/25/17501872/seattle-area-housing-cost-burden

https://www.rentjungle.com/average-rent-in-seattle-rent-trends/

http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/SeattleWomensCommission/LosingHome_9-18-18.pdf

https://www.seattletimes.com/business/real-estate/hoping-for-seattle-area-rents-to-get-cheap-dont-hold-your-breath/
https://seattle.curbed.com/2018/6/25/17501872/seattle-area-housing-cost-burden
https://www.rentjungle.com/average-rent-in-seattle-rent-trends/
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/SeattleWomensCommission/LosingHome_9-18-18.pdf


Record COVID unemployment is leveling off 
at a staggering 1 million new claims/week 



Around 1/3 of US renters are unable
to pay rent on time
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Percentage of US renters unable to pay rent on time during COVID crisis

ApartmentList.com Survey Data - https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/september-housing-payments

https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/september-housing-payments


Housing 
insecurity is 
high, even 

where 
eviction 

moratoriums 
are in place

US Census

https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-

products/household-pulse-survey.html

Nearly half of US renters, and 1/3 of Washington state 

renters, say it's very likely or somewhat likely they will be 

evicted in the next two months

https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/household-pulse-survey.html


To pay 
landlords, 
renters are 
spending 

their meager 
savings, 

taking on new 
debt, and 
borrowing 

money

ApartmentList.com Survey Data -

https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/september-housing-payments

https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/september-housing-payments


Tara Raghuveer, director of the KC Tenants, Kansas City, 
Missouri, and national Homes Guarantee campaign:

‘People are being forced into the 
streets, into their cars, forced to 
double up. Every eviction is an 
act of violence, always, but 
especially during a pandemic.

Every time we’re allowing an 
eviction to occur, we’re 
putting a landlord’s profits 
above people’s lives.’

https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/tara-raghuveer-interview-evictions/

https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/tara-raghuveer-interview-evictions/
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The COVID unemployment crisis is harming 
communities of color disproportionately

June 2020 unemployment rates

US Department of Labor  - https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy-unemployment-race-idUSKBN2431X7

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy-unemployment-race-idUSKBN2431X7


The growing rent 
debt crisis is 

disproportionately 
harming 

communities of 
color

ApartmentList.com Survey Data -

https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/september-housing-payments

https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/september-housing-payments


Working-class households are struggling to 
keep up with basic expenses
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https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/household-pulse-survey.html


+ Capitalism’s major economic crisis

+ COVID crisis

+ Deferred (but not forgiven) expenses =

a tsunami of evictions, foreclosures, and 
bankruptcies once the emergency 
declarations expire



The national 
tsunami

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-

estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/


The 
Washington 

state 
tsunami

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-

estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/

• 649,000 – 789,000 
households at risk of 
eviction once emergency 
measures expire. 

• That’s 26–34% of all 
renter households

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/


The rent and mortgage 
moratoriums that our 
movement won are 
important stopgap 
measures - but they will 
not solve the mounting 
debt crisis that renters 
and working class
homeowners face

Kathryn, Central District: 

• “A freeze in evictions means 
nothing if people are faced with 2-
18 months of back rent to pay at 
the end of this crisis. You think 
homelessness in seattle is bad 
NOW?”

Kurt from Tacoma: 

• “Even with a moratorium on 
evictions, allowing rent debt to 
accrue during this disaster will 
ensure that our residents will be 
economically destabilized far 
beyond the time period of the 
work shutdown. We need to do 
everything we can to minimize 
upheaval until the illness and its 
direct impacts can be brought under 
control.”



State/national movement to cancel 
all rent, mortgages, utilities, late 

fees, and housing debt

✔Cover all residential 
renters who have 
suffered 
economically during 
the COVID crisis.

✔Suspend mortgage 
payments for 
homeowners, small 
landlords (those who 
are “natural persons” 
i.e. not corporations), 
and affordable 
housing providers 
who have suffered 
economically during 
the COVID crisis.



Tenants have organized, fought back, and won!



Community panel

• What are you, your neighbors, and your co-workers experiencing 
during this COVID crisis?

• What must Seattle City Council and state government do to 
protect tenants from the eviction tsunami?

Seattle City Council Sustainability and Renters' Rights Committee

Councilmember Kshama Sawant, Chair


