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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: CBO Contact/Phone: 

LEG Freeman / 48178 NA 

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: 

AN ORDINANCE relating to land use and zoning; establishing regulations for development 

of permanent supportive housing; adding a new Section 23.42.057 to, and amending Sections 

23.41.004, 23.45.510, 23.47A.004, 23.47A.005, 23.47A.013, 23.48.005, 23.48.020, 

23.48.605, 23.54.015, and 23.84A.032 of, the Seattle Municipal Code. 

 

Summary and background of the Legislation: 

This legislation would (1) add a definition of Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) to the 

Land Use Code, (2) establish new regulations and procedures for developing PSH, and (3) 

modify existing regulations to remove Land Use Code barriers to PSH.  The proposal is 

intended to facilitate siting and speed permitting and development of PSH.   Specific 

elements of this proposal include: 

 Defining PSH as a multifamily residential use (1) with at least 90% of units 

affordable to households with incomes that do not exceed 50% of Area Median 

Income, (2) that receives public funding, and (3) that has a contractual term of 

affordability of at least 40 years; 

 Establishing that on-site supportive services, which can also be available to other 

clients, are an accessory use to PSH; 

 Exempting floor area used for on-site supportive services from calculations for 

Floor Area Ratio limits; 

 Exempting PSH from Design Review; 

 Exempting PSH from long and short-term bicycle parking requirements; 

 Authorizing the Director of the Seattle Department of Construction and 

Inspections to waive or modify, as an administrative decision, specified 

development standards, if waivers would not affect the overall height, bulk, and 

scale of a PSH development and result in more units of PSH; 

 Requiring PSH applicants to submit a community relations plan; 

 Allowing PSH as a permitted use in Commercial 2 zones; and 

 Allowing PSH as a street-level use, in zones where those uses are required. 

  

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?  ___ Yes _X__ No  
If yes, please fill out the table below and attach a new (if creating a project) or marked-up (if amending) CIP Page to the Council Bill. 

Please include the spending plan as part of the attached CIP Page. If no, please delete the table. 
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3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?  ___ Yes _X__ No 
If there are no changes to appropriations, revenues, or positions, please delete the table below. 

 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to the City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? 
No. 

 

Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? 

No. 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? 
If so, please list the affected department(s) and the nature of the impact (financial, operational, etc.). 

This legislation affects the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections and the Office 

of Housing.  The former has land use regulatory authority over PSH; the latter is a funder of 

PSH projects. 

 

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? 

Yes. 

 

c. Does this legislation require landlords or sellers of real property to provide information 

regarding the property to a buyer or tenant? 

No. 

 

d. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

Yes. 

 

e. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? 

No. 

 

f. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities?  What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the 

public? 

The proposed legislation may facilitate, and reduce costs associated with, development of 

PSH, which is a housing type oriented towards people exiting homelessness.  Black, 

indigenous, and other people of color are disproportionately represented in the homeless 

community. 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s). 
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NA 

List attachments/exhibits below: 


