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SDCI Director’s Report 
V16 

18 
 

RULE/SMC CHANGE PURPOSE 
25.11.120 
Enforcement and 
penalties 

Updates language to make it clearer and 
more concise; Adds language that if the 
violation is found to have been willful or 
malicious, or conducted purposefully to 
improve views, increase market value, 
or expand development potential, or 
was the result of negligence by a 
contractor or operator of its 
construction machinery, the amount of 
the penalty would be tripled as punitive 
damages (New clarifications added to 
2022 draft code) 

 Make briefer and clearer to 
understand 
 

25.11.130  
Definitions 

Removes “caliper”, “canopy cover”, 
“diameter at breast height”, and others;   
Establishes list of new definitions, 
including by not limited to: “invasive 
tree”, “responsible party”, and “tree 
grove” 
 
Revises the definition of drip line to 
include “the drip line may be irregular in 
shape to reflect variation in branch 
outer limits” (New clarification added 
to 2022 draft code) 
 
Defines four new tree categories - 
(New proposal added to 2022 draft 
code) 
 
Tier 1 means a heritage tree. A heritage 
tree is a tree or group of trees defined 
as such by Title 15. 
 
Tier 2 means any tree that is 24 inches 
in diameter at standard height (DSH) or 
greater, includes tree groves as well as 
specific tree species provided in 
Director’s Rule x-2023 or its successor 
 
Tier 3 means any tree that is 12 inches 
in diameter at standard height (DSH) or 
greater but less than 24 inches at DSH 
and is not defined as a Tier 1 or Tier 2 
tree as provided in Director’s Rule x-
2023 or its successor  
  
Tier 4 means any tree that is 6 inches in 
DSH or greater but less than 12 inches 
at DSH and is not defined as a Tier 1 or  
Tier 2 

 Remove some definitions to be 
consistent with SMC 25.11.095 as last 
amended by Ordinance 126554 

 Add new definitions specific to 
current industry best practices to help 
increase clarity and enforcement of 
Chapter 25.11 

 Updated definitions are in alignment 
with tree service provider registration 
requirements (Ordinance 126554) for 
tree tracking and reporting 

 
 
 
 Add four tree categories to provide 

clear and understandable regulations 
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SDCI 
  

Director’s Rule X-2023 
 

 
Applicant: 
 

City of Seattle 
Department of Construction and 
Inspections 

Page 
1 of 3 

Supersedes: 
DR 16-2008 

Publication: 

X/XX/2023 

Effective: 

X/XX/2023 

Subject:  
 
 
 

 
Designation of Tier 2 Trees 

Code and Section Reference: 
SMC 25.11 – Tree Protection 

SMC 25.05.675N – State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

 
Type of Rule: 

Code Interpretation 

Ordinance Authority: 
SMC 3.06.040 

Index:   
Land Use Code/Technical Standards and      
Procedural Requirements  
 

Approved                                         Date 
 
(signature on file)                2/XX/2023 
Nathan Torgelson, Director, SDCI 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this Rule is to provide further guidance for Tier 2 trees pursuant to 
Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) Chapter 25.11. 
 
Rule 
 
SECTION 1: MEASUREMENT OF TREE DIAMETER 
 
Diameter at standard height (DSH), which means the diameter of a tree trunk measured 
at 4.5 feet above average grade, is used in determining the diameter of existing trees.  
Where a tree has branch(es) or swelling that interferes with measurement at 4.5 feet 
above average grade or where a tree tapers below this point, the diameter is measured 
at the most narrow point below 4.5 feet.  For trees located on a slope, the 4.5 feet is 
measured from the average of the highest and lowest ground points or, on very steep 
slopes where this is not possible, the lowest practical point on the uphill side.  Where a 
tree splits into several trunks close to ground level, the DSH for the tree is the square 
root of the sum of the DSH for each individual stem squared (i.e. - a tree with three 
stems: DSH = square root [(stem1)^ + (stem2)^ + (stem3)^)]. 
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SECTION 2: TIER 2 TREE DESIGNATION 
 
Table 1 provides a list of size thresholds for Tier 2 trees.  In addition, any named 
cultivars or subspecies of species on the following list have the same diameter threshold 
as the species on the list.  For example, a Japanese maple cultivar (Acer palmatum 
“Burgundy Lace”) has the same threshold diameter as Japanese maple (Acer palmatum). 
 
For all species not listed in Table 1, the threshold diameter is 24” or greater, except that 
the following are not Tier 2 trees regardless of the size measured at DSH: 

 
• Red alder(Alnus rubra), black cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa), Lombardy poplar 

(Populus nigra ‘Italica’), and bitter cherry (Prunus emarginata) 
• Any tree that is listed on the adopted and as subsequently revised King County 

Noxious Weed List, including weeds of concern 
 
Table 1: Size Thresholds for Tier 2 Trees 

ALDER, Sitka – Alnus sinuata 6” 
APPLE, Orchard (Common) – Malus sp. 20” 
ASH, European – Fraxinus excelsior 22” 
ASPEN, Quaking – Populus tremuloides 12” 
BIRCH, Paper – Betula papyrifera 20” 
CASCARA – Rhamnus purshiana 8” 
CHERRY, Japanese Flowering – Prunus sp. 
(kwanzan, serrula, serrulata, sargentii, subhirtella, 
yedoensis) 

23” 

CRABAPPLE, Pacific – Malus fusca 12” 
DOGWOOD, Eastern – Cornus florida 12” 
DOGWOOD, Kousa – Cornus kousa 12” 
DOGWOOD, Pacific – Cornus nuttallii 6” 
HAWTHORN, Black – Crataegus douglasii 6” 
HAWTHORN, Common Crataegus monogyna Jacq. 16” 
HAWTHORN, Washington – Crataegus 
phaenopyrum 

9” 

HORNBEAM, European – Carpinus betulus 16” 
LOCUST, Honey – Gleditsia triancanthos 20” 
MADRONA – Arbutus menziesii 6” 
MAGNOLIA, Southern – Magnolia grandiflora 16” 
MAPLE, Dwarf or Rocky Mountain – Acer glabrum 
var. Douglasii 

6” 

MAPLE, Japanese – Acer palmatum 12” 
MAPLE, Paperbark – Acer griseum 12” 
MAPLE, Vine – Acer circinatum 8” 
MONKEY PUZZLE TREE – Araucaria araucana 22” 
OAK, Oregon White or Garry – Quercus garryana 6” 
PEAR, Callery – Pyrus calleryana 13” 
PINE, Lodgepole – Pinus contorta 6” 
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PINE, Shore – Pinus contorta ‘contorta’ 12” 
PLUM, CHERRY – Prunus cerasifera 21” 
SERVICEBERRY, Western – Amelanchier alnifolia 6” 
SNOWBELL, Japanese – Styrax japonica 12” 
SPRUCE, Sitka – Picea sitchensis 6” 
WILLOW (All native species) – Salix sp. (Geyeriana 
ver meleina, eriocephala ssp. mackenzieana, 
Hookeriana, Piperi, Scouleriana, sitchensis) 

8” 

YEW, Pacific – Taxus brevifolia 6” 
 1 This table is based on Plants of the Pacific Northwest Coast, 2016, by Jim Pojar, Andy MacKinnon 
Trees and Shrubs of the Pacific Northwest, 2014, by Mark Turner, Ellen Kuhlmann 
Trees of Seattle, 2nd edition, 2006, by Arthur Lee Jacobson. 
Champion Trees of Washington State, 1996, by Robert Van Pelt. 
International Society of Arboriculture, https://www.isa-arbor.com/ 

 
 

SECTION 3: USE OF THIS RULE IN THE APPLICATION OF SEPA 
 
The policy provided in SMC 25.05.675.N.2.c calls for protecting specific special habitat: 
 

• Rare, uncommon, unique or exceptional plant or wildlife habitat; or 
• Wildlife travelways; or 
• Habitat diversity for species (plants or animals) of substantial aesthetic, 

educational, ecological or economic value 
 
If determined through SEPA review that a proposed project would reduce or damage 
one or more of these special habitats, a Tier 2 tree that may otherwise be approved for 
removal per Chapter 25.11 may be required to be retained. 
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SDCI 
  

Director’s Rule X-2023 
 

 
Applicant: 
 

City of Seattle 
Department of Construction and 
Inspections 

Page 
1 of 2 

Supersedes: 
None 

Publication: 

X/XX/2023 

Effective: 

X/XX/2023 

Subject:  
 
 
Payment in lieu of tree replacement 
pursuant to the Tree Protection Code 

Code and Section Reference: 
SMC 25.11 – Tree Protection 

Type of Rule: 
Code Interpretation 

Ordinance Authority: 
SMC 3.06.040 

Index:   
Land Use Code/Technical Standards and      
Procedural Requirements  
 

Approved                                         Date 
 
(signature on file)                X/XX/2023 
Nathan Torgelson, Director, DCI 

 

Purpose and Background 

The purpose of this Rule is to provide further guidance for the payment in lieu of tree 
replacement pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) Chapter 25.11, Tree Protection.   
 
Payment In-Lieu Calculation 
 
Payments are calculated using the Guide for Plant Appraisal, published in 2018, 10th edition, 
authored by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers and includes City costs related to 
tree establishment. 
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Nursery purchase price* / square inches of the nursery tree** = unit cost to replace tree 
Square inches of tree removed*** X unit cost to replace the tree = payment in lieu amount 
 
  *Nursery purchase price = the average price of common trees found on sites in Seattle per 
survey from area nurseries. 
**Square inches of the nursery tree is the average size of replacement tree per survey from 
area nurseries. 
***Square inches of tree removed provided by permit applicant. 
 
SDCI shall periodically conduct updates to the inputs for the formula above including surveys of 
regional tree nursery prices to deliver the resulting payment to be provided in subsequent 
rule(s). 
 
Rule: Payments 
 

Payment Categories Required Mitigation Payment In-Lieu 

Tier 1 and Tier 2 Trees 

 

Cost per square inch* of trunk 
for each tree removed 

$17.87/square inch 

Tier 3 Trees 

 

Cost per tree $2,833 

 
*Square inch of tree removed is calculated as follows: 
 

• Measure diameter of tree as defined in SMC 25.11 in inches and divide by 2 to get the 
radius. 

• Square the radius and multiply by π (r2 x 3.14) 
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Tree Protection Legislation

Land Use Committee
March 22, 2023

Photo by John Skelton
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TODAY’S PRESENTATION
 Background/History
 Resolution 31902
 Summary - Director’s Recommendations
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Tree Canopy Comparisons: 12”, 24”, 30” DSH
PROPOSAL: MORE TREES REGULATED AT THRESHOLD 12” DIAMETER
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PUBLIC OUTREACH

Early commitment to:
• Prioritize and center needs of historically 

underrepresented communities especially 
low-income and low-canopy neighborhoods

Outreach included:
• Homeowners, renters, builders, realtors, 

neighborhood groups, environmental 
organizations, climate and environmental 
justice organizations
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PARTNERSHIPS

Consultation/collaboration helped SDCI 
shape recommendations:

• Urban Forestry Commission (UFC)
• SDCI arborists and other subject matter experts
• Office of Sustainability and the Environment (OSE)
• City Budget Office (CBO)
• Seattle Parks and Recreation (SPR)
• Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT); and
• Others including University of Washington
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ENVIRONMENTAL (SEPA) DRAFT

Draft legislation made available for 
public review/comment:

• Q1 2022 - Draft legislation available,  
included two Draft Director’s Rules and 
Determination of Non-Significance

• Q2 2022 - SEPA appeal at Hearing Examiner
• Q3 2022 - SEPA Determination upheld by 

Hearing Examiner
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RESOLUTION 31902

Council requested strategies:
• Expand exceptional tree definition
• Adopt significant tree definition
• Add replacement requirements
• Review tree removal limits
• Explore a payment in-lieu option
• Track tree removal and 

replacement
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RESOLUTION 31902 - cont’d
SDCI explored a new permit for tree removal by homeowners when 
no development is proposed – addressed by recently adopted tree 
service provider registration bill:

• Notice to neighbors
• Tree service providers accountable for following code
• Improved tree activity tracking by SDCI
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SUMMARY OF KEY UPDATES

• Use tree tier nomenclature (Tiers 1 - 4)
• Adjust tree removal limits
• Strengthen heritage tree protections
• Require street trees for new residential 

construction

553



10

SUMMARY OF KEY UPDATES - cont’d
• Use hardscape coverage standard in place of floor area ratio
• Clarify tree protection areas and allowed activities
• Add payment in-lieu option
• Require hazardous tree replacement (over 12”)
• Increase penalties for illegal tree removal activities
• Clarify requirements for Major Institutions
• Update tree covenants
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TREE TIERS NOMENCLATURE

EXISTING CATEGORIES PROPOSED CHANGES
• Heritage Trees regulated same as 

an exceptional tree
• Exceptional Trees 30” or greater 

and specific tree species in 
Director’s Rule

• Tree Groves a group of 8 or more 
trees 12” in diameter or greater 
that form a continuous canopy

• Tier 1 Trees all Heritage Trees,             
can’t remove unless hazardous

• Tier 2 Trees 24” or greater, tree groves 
and specific tree species in Director’s 
Rule

• Tier 3 Trees 12” up to less than 24”
• Tier 4 Trees 6” up to less than 12”
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TREE REMOVAL LIMITS – NO DEVELOPMENT

EXISTING REGULATIONS
• Heritage trees protected 

in a similar manner to 
exceptional trees;           
no special protections

• Up to three 
nonexceptional trees may 
be removed per year      
(in all zones)

PROPOSED CHANGES
• Heritage trees (Tier 1) highest level 

protection
• Tiers 1 – 2 trees may not be removed 

unless hazardous or emergency situations
• Up to two Tier 4 trees may be removed in 

any 36-month period (NR, LR, MR, C , and 
SM zones)

• Up to three Tier 3 and Tier 4 trees may be 
removed in any 12-month period in other 
zones (mainly downtown and industrial)
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TREE REPLACEMENT – WITH DEVELOPMENT

EXISTING REGULATIONS
• One to one replacement 

for exceptional trees 
(Tier 2)

• No replacement 
requirements for        
nonexceptional trees      
(Tier 1 or Tier 3 trees)

• No replacement 
requirements for 
hazardous tree removal

PROPOSED CHANGES
• Tier 1-3 trees including all hazardous trees 

removed must be replaced by one or more 
new trees

• Replacement trees the size and species 
determined by City arborists

• Tree replacement required must result 
upon maturity, in a canopy cover that is 
roughly proportional to canopy cover prior 
to tree removal (all zones)

• 100 percent survival required (5 years)
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TREE PROTECTION - FLEXIBILITY AND INCENTIVES

• Administrative SDCI review:
• Setbacks can be modified by 50%

• Amenity areas reduced by 10%

• Landscaping and screening by 25%

• Structure width, depth and façade length 
increased by 10%

• Design review departures allowed, 
including reduced parking and increase in 
height from 40 ft to 50 ft (LR zones) 

CLARIFIES/MAINTAINS INCENTIVES    RESULT
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HOUSING NEEDS AND TREE PROTECTIONS

EXISTING REGULATIONS
• Neighborhood 

Residential zones          
lot coverage

• Multifamily and 
commercial zones      
floor area ratio

PROPOSED CHANGES
• Neighborhood Residential zones               

maintained
• Multifamily and commercial zones    

replace floor area ratio with hardscape 
coverage standard

Zoned Development Capacity
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 FAR 1.4 allowed/ 1.39 built
 No parking required but 

provided 5 stalls from alley
 9 bicycle parking required    

plus 2 short term stalls
 Solid waste/recyclables   

min 150 SF and 15’ wide

Zoned Development Capacity        Townhouses

 Walkways, driveway
 Hardscape 5,456 SF      

or 85% 
 Impervious 944 SF

ZONING: Multifamily Lowrise (LR3)    LOT AREA: 6,400 SF
*Not to scale

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3

Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6

Unit 7 Unit 8

Unit 9 Unit 10

Development features – existing and proposed codes:
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PAYMENT IN-LIEU OPTION

• City Urban Forestry Core Team endorses planting on public property and care 
of trees as best way to help ensure long-term tree survival

• Payments based on ANSI 300 tree valuation formula and City costs
• Covers cost of replacement trees and establishment
• Offered as a voluntary option to permit applicants vs replanting per State Law
• SDCI anticipates most permit applicants will opt to replant

PROPOSAL DETAILS:

561



18

PAYMENT IN-LIEU OPTION

TREE CATEGORY REQUIRED MITIGATION AMOUNT
TIER 1 (cannot be removed) Cost per square inch of 

trunk for each tree 
removed

$17.87/sq in

TIER 2 (24” or greater, tree 
groves and specific tree species 
in Director’s Rule)

Cost per square inch of 
trunk for each tree 
removed

$17.87/sq in

TIER 3 (12” up to less than 24”) Cost per tree removed S2,833
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PAYMENT IN-LIEU OPTION

ANTICIPATED ANNUAL REVENUE 
(2024 shown)
DEPT NUMBER 

OF TREES
REVENUE 

SDOT 406 $132,000

SPR 77 $59,000

TOTAL 483 $191,000
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LOW OPPORTUNITY/CANOPY COMMUNITIES

Existing Tree Canopy by Percentage                                Socioeconomic Indicators by Quartile Percentage

Equity In City Tree Planting
• Focus tree planting in vulnerable 

communities with lowest canopy
• Feedback from public outreach 

clearly indicated these communities 
value trees

• BIPOC and low-income communities 
have highest rates of asthma, 
reduced air quality compared to 
wealthier more treed 
neighborhoods
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ADDITIONAL UPDATES
TOPIC EXISTING REGULATIONS PROPOSED CHANGES

STREET TREES Street trees are not required in 
ROW new residential construction

Street trees required
If no room in ROW, elect payment in-lieu

TREE ACTIVITIES Does not account for insect 
infestation and/or disease

Emergency actions and hazardous tree removal         
require documentation

HAZARDOUS TREES No replacement required when 
hazardous trees are removed

Requires mitigation for hazardous tree removal                
(for trees 12” and greater in all zones)

MAJOR INSTITUTION 
MASTER PLANS

-- Establishes that City Council Adopted Master Plans        
with tree provisions apply instead of Chapter 25.11

COVENANTS Not clear Applies for the life of the development and may be 
removed if tree dies

ADDITIONAL SDCI 
POSITIONS

-- Additional permit review, inspection and enforcement 
staff to handle increased workload to help ensure 
compliance with new regulations
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OVERALL PROPOSAL BENEFITS

• 70,400 more trees regulated
• Hundreds more trees replanted
• $191,000 (estimated 2024 revenue) raised to 

plant hundreds more trees on public lands, 
focusing on low-canopy/low-opportunity 
areas

• Clearer codes and more straight-forward 
permit process

Multi-Departmental commitment to:
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I 

Chanda Emery
chanda.emery@seattle.gov
(206) 233-2537

www.seattle.gov/sdci
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: CB 120535, Version: 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Ordinance 126725, which adopted the 2023 Budget; changing appropriations for
various departments and budget control levels, and from various funds; and creating positions; all by a
3/4 vote of the City Council.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. In order to pay for necessary costs and expenses incurred or to be incurred in 2023, but for

which insufficient appropriations were made due to causes that could not reasonably have been foreseen at the

time of the making of the 2023 Budget, appropriations for the following items in the 2023 Budget are increased

from the funds shown, as follows:

Item Fund Department Budget Summary Level Amount

10.1 Construction and

Inspections Fund

(48100)

Seattle Department of

Construction and

Inspections

Land Use Services (BO-

CI-U2200)

$164,000

10.2 Construction and

Inspections Fund

(48100)

Seattle Department of

Construction and

Inspections

Inspections (BO-CI-

U23A0)

$109,000

Total $273,000

Section 2. The following new positions are created in the Seattle Department of Construction and

Inspections:

Department Position Title Position Status Number

Seattle Department of

Construction and Inspections

Land Use Environmental

Analyst (permit reviewer)

Full-time 1.0

Seattle Department of

Construction and Inspections

Inspection Services Site

Inspector

Full-time 1.0

Seattle Department of

Construction and Inspections

Land Use Management

Systems Analyst Supervisor

(tree tracking)

Full-time 1.0

Total 3.0

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 3/20/2023Page 1 of 3
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Department Position Title Position Status Number

Seattle Department of

Construction and Inspections

Land Use Environmental

Analyst (permit reviewer)

Full-time 1.0

Seattle Department of

Construction and Inspections

Inspection Services Site

Inspector

Full-time 1.0

Seattle Department of

Construction and Inspections

Land Use Management

Systems Analyst Supervisor

(tree tracking)

Full-time 1.0

Total 3.0

The Director of the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections is authorized to fill these

positions subject to Seattle Municipal Code Title 4, the City’s Personnel Rules, and applicable employment

laws.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by the Mayor, but if

not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by

Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by a 3/4 vote of all the members of the City Council the ________ day of

_________________________, 2023, and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this

________ day of _________________________, 2023.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this _____ day of _________________, 2023.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2023.
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____________________________________

Elizabeth M. Adkisson, Interim City Clerk

(Seal)
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Christie Parker 
SDCI Tree Protection Appropriations and Positions SUM  

D1 

1 
Template last revised: December 13, 2022 

SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: CBO Contact/Phone: 

Seattle Department of 

Construction and Inspections 

Chanda Emery  Christie Parker  

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE amending Ordinance 126725, which adopted the 2023 

Budget; changing appropriations for various departments and budget control levels, and 

from various funds; and creating positions; all by a 3/4 vote of the City Council. 
 

Summary and Background of the Legislation: This legislation is companion legislation to 

a separate bill that updates Title 23 (Land Use Code) and Title 25 (Tree Protection Code). 

This legislation provides the appropriations and positions necessary to implement the tree 

protection legislation.  The appropriations are backed by revenues from permit fees in 

SDCI’s Construction and Inspections Fund. 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?  ____Yes _X__ No  
 

CIP Notes:  Although this bill does not directly affect the CIP, the payment in lieu program 

established in the tree protection companion legislation funds two projects in the CIP 

beginning in 2024.  For additional information, please consult the tree protection companion 

legislation. 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?  _X__ Yes ____ No 

 

Appropriation change ($): 

General Fund $ Other $ 

2023 2024 2023 2024 

$0 $0 $273,000 $667,000 

Estimated revenue change ($): 

Revenue to General Fund Revenue to Other Funds 

2023 2024 2023 2024 

$0 $0 $0 $0 

Positions affected: 

No. of Positions Total FTE Change 

2023 2024 2023 2024 

3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 
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Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? 
 

The tree protection companion legislation includes a new payment in lieu of tree replacement 

program.  That program is anticipated to generate no revenue in 2023 and $191,000 in 2024.  

That revenue will be directed to funds within Parks and SDOT.  For additional information, 

please consult the companion legislation and associated documents. 
 

 

Are there financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? 

If this legislation is not implemented, SDCI will be forced to use existing resources to 

implement the tree protection regulations; this will likely impact other SDCI programs and 

projects, including potential permit processing/issuance delays.   

 

3.a. Appropriations 

__X__ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes appropriations.  

Fund Name and 

Number 
Dept 

Budget Control 

Level 

Name/Number* 

2023 

Appropriation 

Change** 

2024 Estimated 

Appropriation  

Change 

(ongoing) 

Construction and 

Inspections Fund 

(48100) 

SDCI BO-CI-U2200 - 

Land Use 

Services 

$164,000 $328,000 

Construction and 

Inspections Fund 

(48100) 

SDCI BO-CI-U23A0 - 

Inspections 

$109,000 $148,000 

TOTAL   $273,000 $476,000 
**2023 Appropriation Change assumes position costs for 6 months in 2023; includes one-time fleet add in 2023 for 

Site Inspector. 

Appropriations Notes:  The appropriations included above will pay for staffing costs as 

outlined below in section 3c. 
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3.b. Revenues/Reimbursements 

__ __ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes revenues or reimbursements.  

 

Revenue/Reimbursement Notes:  Although this legislation does not affect revenues, the tree 

protection companion legislation will result in revenues for the payment in lieu program as 

follows: 

Fund Name and 

Number 
Dept Revenue Source 2023 Revenue  

2024 

Estimated 

Revenue 

13000 – 

Transportation 

Fund 

SDOT Payments in lieu for tree 

removal mitigation 

$0 $132,000  

10200 – Park and 

Recreation Fund 

SPR Payments in lieu for tree 

removal mitigation 

$0 $59,000  

  TOTAL $0 $191,000  
 

The revenue shown here is for the payment in lieu program.  It therefore does not offset the 

SDCI staffing costs represented in the sections above and identified in the appropriation 

increases.  
 

3.c. Positions 

__X__ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes positions.  

 

Total Regular Positions Created, Modified, or Abrogated through This Legislation, 

Including FTE Impact: 

Position 

# for 

Existing 

Positions 

Position Title 

& 

Department* 

Fund Name 

& Number 

Program & 

BCL 
PT/ FT 

2023 

Positions 

2023 

FTE 

Does it 

sunset? 
(If yes, 

explain 

below in 

Position 

Notes) 

N/A Environmental 

Analyst, SDCI 

(Land Use) 

Construction 

and Inspections 

Fund (48100) 

Program: PO-

CI-U22A1 

BSL: BO-CI-

U2200 - Land 

Use Services  

FT 1 1 No 

N/A Site Inspector, 

SDCI 

(Inspection 

Services) 

Construction 

and Inspections 

Fund (48100) 

Program: PO-

CI-U23N1 

BSL: BO-CI-

U23A0 - 

Inspections 

FT 1 1 No 

N/A Management 

Systems 

Analyst 

Supervisor 

(Land Use) 

Construction 

and Inspections 

Fund (48100) 

 

Program: PO-

CI-U22A1 

BSL: BO-CI-

U2200 - Land 

Use Services 

FT 1 1 No 
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   TOTAL  3 3  

 

Position Notes:  

 

While the tree protection companion legislation does not change the anticipated number of 

permit applications anticipated by SDCI, the number of applications that would include 

newly regulated trees would increase. This results in a need for additional SDCI staff to be 

funded by permit fees for permit reviews and site inspections. Additional funding by the 

General Fund for code compliance and enforcement work may be necessary in the future.  

 

All positions are ongoing. Since this legislation is being considered mid-year, the 2023 fiscal 

impact for staffing costs is based on 6 months plus fleet costs.  

 

This is an initial estimate of FTE needs based on Subject Matter Expert (SME) input. The 

department will evaluate the project over time and determine if additional positions are 

required in the future. 
 

   

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? 

 The City department with direct responsibility for implementation and enforcement of this 

legislation is the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI). Other 

departments have a supporting role in the tree protection companion legislation, including 

Seattle Parks and Recreation (SPR) and the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT). 

These departments receive payments from the payment in-lieu provisions and will use these 

payments to plant replacement trees. SDOT and SPR have been consulted and support this 

legislation. 

   

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? 

No.  

 

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

 No.  

 

d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? 

No. 

 

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities?  What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the 

public? 

None. 

 

f. Climate Change Implications 
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1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a 

material way?  

No. 

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so, 

explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or 

could be done to mitigate the effects. 

No. 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s). 

 

 Not applicable. 
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