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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number04/05/2024

GND Oversight 
Board Functions
• Provides guidance to 

support the long-term 
success of the GND 

• Creates climate-related 
budget recommendations 

• Engages & collaborates with 
overburdened communities 

• Partners with City 
Departments to ensure the 
equitable implementation 
of the GND



Appointee Introductions
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Emily Pinckney
Council Appointment: Emissions Reduction Specialist

Emily Pinckney attended Humboldt State University and Duke 
University and graduated with degrees in Wildlife Management and 
MarineBiology. Her areas of study included phycology, human impacts 
on marine environments, sensory physiology of marine animals, and 
how climate change is tightly tied to systems of subjugation and 
oppression.

She has worked in wildlife spaces such as Seattle Aquarium and Point 
Defiancezoo and aquarium. Emily Pinckney is the former executive 
director of 500 Women Scientists, a social justice focused science 
organization that supports underrepresented folks in STEM. She uses 
science and community organizing to make policy more equitable and 
inclusive. She served on Governor Inslee's Environmental Justice task 
Force, the Sustainable Tacoma Commission, and the WA Build Back 
Black Alliance. She currently sits on the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 
Board of Directors.
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Susan Balbas
Mayoral Appointment: Environmental Justice 
Organization Representative

Susan Balbas is the co-founder and executive director of Na’ah
Illahee Fund (Mother Earthin the Chinook language), a 
Seattle-based nonprofit public fund with a mission to support 
cultural wellness and advance regenerative economies in 
Indigenous communities in the Pacific Northwest. She holds a 
Bachelor of Business Administration and a Master of Science 
in Teaching, focused on Economics and History. Her career has 
been in nonprofit and business management, and she has 
served on multiple boards and committees locally, nationally 
and internationally. Susan is active within climate, 
environmental and social justice movements as well as within 
the philanthropic sector. 
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Lizzie Baskerville
Mayoral Appointment: Frontline Community 
Representative

Lizzy Baskerville is the co-founder of Restaurant 2 
Garden, a community-based organization that 
promotes hyperlocal composting, food sovereignty, 
and the circular economy in Seattle’s Chinatown 
International District. She has worked as an 
environmental and food justice advocate for over a 
decade and currently serves as an Environmental 
Justice Planner for the WA Dept of Ecology.She was 
born and raised in Seattle.
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Camille Gipaya
Mayoral Appointment: Youth Representative

Camille is a Community Outreach Organizer at the 
Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle (ULMS) where 
she leads the organization’s environmental justice 
policy advocacy, research and education, and 
community outreach work. Camille is a graduate of 
the University of Washington and holds a degree in 
cultural anthropology. Previously, Camille was the 
Political Committee Lead for the Filipino American 
Student Association and a field organizer with the 
Washington State Democratic Party. 
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Rachel Heaton 
(Seeking Re-Appointment)
Council Appointment: Tribal Representative 
Rachel (Muckleshoot Tribe) lives in Auburn, Washington and is also a 
descendant of the Duwamish Tribe, the first peoples of the area now 
known as Seattle.

In 2017, she, along with many other Natives and allies, helped the City 
of Seattle to divest the city of Seattle’s $3 billion from Wells Fargo, in 
part because it’s funding of the Dakota Access Pipeline.

This victory prompted Rachel and Matt Remle to co-found Mazaska
Talks, an Indigenous-developed tool to help other communities divest 
their cities and organizations from banks contributing to the 
desecration of Mother Earth.

She is also a Lead Culture Educator for the Muckleshoot Tribe. There 
she learns about traditional Indigenous plants, how to harvest them 
and develops ways to incorporate them into everyday foods. She shares 
the importance and our ancestors’ teachings of these medicines to her 
Tribal community. Additionally, she works with youth and adults to 
learn to use our earth gym as a way to apply culture and healing as our 
bases for health and wellness.
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Nancy Huizar
Mayoral Appointment: Frontline Community 
Representative

Nancy was born and raised in South Seattle and holds a degree 
from the University of Washington’s Aquatic and Fishery Sciences 
Department. Nancy is an environmental justice activist, facilitator, 
and consultant. Nancy works closely with community groups, 
business associations, government departments and agencies, 
nonprofits, coalitions of people, and community members to 
center their needs in environmental justice. As a consultant, Nancy 
centers their work around supporting communities of color, 
particularly Black and Indigenous communities, to move them 
toward truly being equitable partners in problem-solving the issues 
that affect where they live. They believe that everything we are 
doing to further environmental justice needs to address and 
connect to how people —particularly people of color —are 
impacted. 
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Hannah Lindell-Smith
Council Appointment: Youth Representative

As a community and political organizer, Hannah Lindell-
Smith has collaborated with the Sunrise Movement, 350 
Seattle, and climate and environmental justice coalitions 
on the local and international levels. Her work centers 
around building resilience, holding leaders accountable, 
and empowering young people and communities. 
Named a 2022 EarthGenMedalist for youth organizing 
work in her home of Southwest Seattle, Hannah is 
currently Coalitions Lead for the organizing team at Zero 
Hour. She is also a dancer and aerialist training at 
SANCA, and attends Summit Atlas High School.
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Stephanie Ung
Board Appointment: Frontline Community 
Representative

Stephanie is a proud diaspora child of 
Khmer/Filipino ancestry. She is a passionate human 
being, using their love for nature and life to drive 
her youth-focused intergenerational work as the 
Co-Executive Director for Khmer Community of 
Seattle King County (KCSKC). Stephanie enjoys 
dancing, laughter, and good food & good company.
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Matt Remle 
(Seeking Re-Appointment)
Council Appointment: Frontline Community 
Representative

Matt Remle(Hunkpapa Lakota)is the Native American 
Program Coordinator for Office of Native Education for the 
Marysville School District, the co-founder of MazaskaTalks, 
andis on the steering committee for Stop the Money 
Pipeline.

In 2014,Remlewas awarded Seattle’s Individual Human 
Rights Leader award.In 2017, he was awarded the National 
Indian Education Association's Educator of the Year, the Billy 
Frank Jr. Natural Resource Protection Award and was named 
one of Seattle's Most Influential People.In 2020, he was 
named by the Seattle Times as one of the top ten most 
influential people to watch for in the next decade.
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Res 32133, Version: 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

RESOLUTION __________________

A RESOLUTION approving the proposed budget framework of the Skagit Environmental Endowment
Commission for Canada fiscal years 2024-2025 through 2028-2029.

WHEREAS, on March 30, 1984, The City of Seattle and the Province of British Columbia signed an agreement

settling their long-standing dispute over the proposed construction of the High Ross Dam; and

WHEREAS, Appendix D to that agreement provided for the establishment of the Skagit Environmental

Endowment Commission (SEEC) to administer the Skagit Environmental Endowment Fund established

by The City of Seattle and the Province of British Columbia; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, SEEC was duly constituted with four members appointed by the Mayor of Seattle and

four members appointed by the Premier of British Columbia; and

WHEREAS, Article II of Appendix D established that the annual budget of SEEC shall be subject to review

and approval by The City of Seattle and the Province of British Columbia; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 31568 established a five-year budget review and approval process through resolution

on the basis of SEEC’s five-year budget framework and strategic plan period; and

WHEREAS, SEEC has agreed upon its budget framework for Canada fiscal years 2024-2025 through 2028-

2029; and

WHEREAS, the budget framework of SEEC for Canada fiscal years 2024-2025 through 2028-2029 has been

duly reviewed by City Council and the Mayor; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE MAYOR

CONCURRING, THAT:

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 4/3/2024Page 1 of 3
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File #: Res 32133, Version: 1

Section 1. The budget framework for the Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission (SEEC) for

Canada fiscal years 2024-2025 through 2028-2029 (April 1, 2024, through March 31, 2029), as set forth in

Attachment 1 to this resolution, is approved by The City of Seattle.

Section 2. Budgeted expenditures in any given year’s SEEC budget may be carried forward into

subsequent fiscal years.  The SEEC budget framework may be resubmitted to City Council if the cumulative

amounts for projects and administrative expenditures are expected to be exceeded within the SEEC five-year

budget framework.

Adopted by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2024, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its adoption this ________ day of _________________________, 2024.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

The Mayor concurred the ________ day of _________________________, 2024.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2024.
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____________________________________

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)

Attachments:
Attachment 1 - SEEC Budget Framework Canada FY2024-2025 to FY2028-2029
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Att 1 – SCL SEEC FY2024-25 to FY2028-29 Budget 
V1 

 

Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission Budget Framework 
Canada FY2024-25 to FY2028-29* 

 
 

For the period April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2029 
 

(All amounts in U.S. Dollars) 
 
 
 

SUMMARY – TOTAL FIVE-YEAR BUDGET 
 
 

I. ADMINISTRATION and FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT  
 

 $735,059 
 

II. PROGRAM EXPENDITURES     $2,587,911      

A. Communications / Outreach $204,433  

B. Ecosystem Science $557,454  

C. Education $818,236  

D. Indigenous $608,816  

E. Recreation $291,528  

F. Watershed Integrity  $107,443  

TOTAL BUDGET $3,322,970 

  

 

* The Commission’s policy is to preserve the corpus of the endowment over the life 
of the High Ross Treaty, while keeping pace with inflation.  Factors such as 
program costs, supplemental payments to the fund, and investment return may 
vary over time. The budget framework is an estimate, and details may vary from 
year to year.   
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V1 

 

 ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT BUDGET  
 

for the period April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2029 
 

(All amounts in U.S. Dollars) 
 

Budget Workplan Element 
TOTAL OVER 5 

YEARS 

Administration  
Meetings/Per Diem $185,820 

Insurance $9,991 

Miscellaneous, Planning $22,539 

Subtotal Administration $218,350 

Financial Management   

Investment Management  $423,640 

Audit $83,709 

Bookkeeping, bank fees $9,794 

Subtotal Financial Management $516,709 

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT BUDGET 

 

$735,059 
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Kate Engel 
SCL SEEC 2024-2025 to 2028-2029 Budget SUM  
D1c 
 

1 
Template last revised: January 5, 2024 

 

SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE 

Department: Dept. Contact: CBO Contact: 
Seattle City Light Andrew Strong  Greg Shiring 
 
1. BILL SUMMARY 

 
Legislation Title: A RESOLUTION approving the proposed budget framework of the Skagit 
Environmental Endowment Commission for Canada fiscal years 2024-2025 through 2028-2029. 
 
Summary and Background of the Legislation: In 2019, Resolution 31872 established a 5-year 
review and approval process for the Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission (SEEC) 
budget framework. This resolution will approve the SEEC budget framework for the next five-
year period from April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2029. The SEEC budget is funded by the 
Skagit Environmental Endowment Fund (Fund). 
 
The Skagit Environmental Endowment Fund was jointly established by Seattle City Light and 
BC Hydro during the period 1985-89 as a result of the 1984 High Ross Treaty (Treaty) between 
the US and Canada and an associated Agreement (Agreement) between the City of Seattle and 
British Columbia. The Fund is separate and not part of the City of Seattle’s budget, but City 
approval of SEEC’s budget is required by the Treaty and Agreement.   
 
The Fund is currently managed by Phillips, Hager & North, the institutional arm of the Royal 
Bank of Canada Global Asset Management, Inc., to maintain capital and produce revenue. SEEC 
policy is to preserve the corpus of the Fund, considering inflation, and to expend available 
proceeds from the Fund according to a budget developed through SEEC’s 5-year strategic 
planning process. 
 
The Treaty and Agreement require Seattle City Light to supplement the Fund by an annual, 
inflation-adjusted payment, based on a fixed amount of power purchase. Seattle City Light’s 
payments for future years will be subject to Council approval by ordinance of the City’s annual 
budgets, and funds for such payments will be included in the Purchased Power Budget Control 
Level. 
 
The projected amounts are shown in the table below: 
 

2024 est. 2025 est. 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 
$177,663 $182,993 $188,482 $194,137 $199,961 

 
The projections assume a 4% increase in 2024 and 3% for years 2025 – 2028 and rely on the City of 
Seattle Office of Economic and Revenue's Consumer Price Index (CPI) percentage increase forecasts for 
Seattle as of January 31, 2024. 
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D1c 
 

2 
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2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?   Yes  No  
 
3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City?   Yes  No 
 
 
3.d. Other Impacts 

 
Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle, including direct or 
indirect, one-time or ongoing costs, that are not included in Sections 3.a through 3.c? If so, 
please describe these financial impacts. 
 
If the legislation has costs, but they can be absorbed within existing operations, please 
describe how those costs can be absorbed. The description should clearly describe if the 
absorbed costs are achievable because the department had excess resources within their 
existing budget or if by absorbing these costs the department is deprioritizing other work 
that would have used these resources.  
n/a 
 
Please describe any financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation. 
n/a 
 
4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Please describe how this legislation may affect any departments besides the originating 
department. 
The legislation helps to fulfill certain obligations of the City of Seattle and secure ongoing 
benefits under the 1984 High Ross Treaty between the US and Canada and an associated 
Agreement between the City of Seattle and the province of British Columbia. Seattle City 
Light pays into the fund, as described in the background presented above, and provides staff 
support to the Commission as needed. 
 

b. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? If yes, please attach a map and explain 
any impacts on the property. Please attach any Environmental Impact Statements, 
Determinations of Non-Significance, or other reports generated for this property.  
No 
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c. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 
Justice Initiative.  

i. How does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 
communities? How did you arrive at this conclusion? In your response please 
consider impacts within City government (employees, internal programs) as well 
as in the broader community. 
The Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission (SEEC) and Skagit 
Environmental Endowment Fund were established through the 1984 High Ross 
Treaty between the US and Canada and an associated Agreement between the City of 
Seattle and British Columbia. SEEC administers the Endowment Fund. The 
Endowment Fund is separate and not part of the City of Seattle’s budget, but the 
Agreement requires that the SEEC budget be approved by Seattle. 
 
The SEEC has five strategic priorities that have informed its budget. These priorities 
are outlined in the SEECs updated strategic plan and will help ensure the SEEC 
works diligently and is well-informed in decision-making processes as they fund 
diverse initiatives across a multi-jurisdictional landscape. These priorities also 
support the SEECs vision for the Upper Skagit transboundary watershed to be valued 
as ecologically and culturally unique, and to be conserved for the benefit of all.  
 

ii. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses in the 
development and/or assessment of the legislation. 
None completed.  
 

iii. What is the Language Access Plan for any communications to the public? 
Not necessary.  
 

d. Climate Change Implications  
i. Emissions: How is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions 

in a material way? Please attach any studies or other materials that were used to 
inform this response. 
n/a 
 

ii. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 
Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If 
so, explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what 
will or could be done to mitigate the effects. 
n/a 
 

e. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 
are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 
legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)? What mechanisms will be used 
to measure progress towards meeting those goals? 
n/a 
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5. CHECKLIST 
Please click the appropriate box if any of these questions apply to this legislation. 
 

 Is a public hearing required? 
 

 Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle 
Times required? 

 
 If this legislation changes spending and/or revenues for a fund, have you reviewed 

the relevant fund policies and determined that this legislation complies?  
 

 Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP project that involves a shared financial 
commitment with a non-City partner agency or organization?  
If yes, please review requirements in Resolution 31203 for applicability and complete and attach “Additional risk analysis and fiscal 
analysis for non-utility partner projects” form. 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
 
List Summary Attachments (if any):  
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WE POWER SEATTLE

Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission 
FY2024-25 to FY2028-29 Budget Framework Approval

Sustainability, City Light, Arts & Culture Committee
April 5, 2024
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Presentation Overview

•Historical Context
•High Ross Treaty and Agreement 
•Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission (SEEC)

•Skagit Environmental Endowment Fund & Activities
•Five-Year Budget Framework 
•Purpose of Council Resolution 
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Historical Context – High Ross Dam & Treaty

Endowment Commission FY2024-25 to 
FY2028-29 Budget Framework Approval

Ross Dam Construction 1939

1937: Ross Dam construction began.

1940: 1,380 feet asl

1949: 1,615 feet asl (*above the BC 
river elevation)

1970: Applied to raise to 1,725 feet asl 
(*flooding 5,000 more acres into BC)
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•Treaty between US and Canada 
established in 1984.

•Settled the High Ross dam 
controversy between the US and 
Canada

•BC Province and the City of Seattle 
administer the Agreement

• Established the Endowment Fund to 
protect the environmental integrity 
of the transboundary watershed.

High Ross Treaty and BC-Seattle Agreement
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Upper Skagit Watershed’s 
Importance 
• Skagit River provides over 30% of fresh water 

flowing into Puget Sound.  

• Largest and healthiest populations of threatened 
steelhead and Chinook salmon in Puget Sound and 
largest run of chum salmon in conterminous US. 

• Chinook salmon make up 80% of the food source 
for the endangered Puget Sound resident Orca 
population. 

• Largest and most diverse population of bull trout (a 
threatened species); 90% spawn in the Upper Skagit.

• Critical for reintroduction of grizzly bears, habitat for 
spotted owls and stands of old growth forest.

• Otherwise protected by B.C. provincial parks, the 
North Cascades National Park and Ross Lake 
National Recreation Area.
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•Administers the Skagit 
Environment Endowment Fund.

•Consists of 16 Commissioners: 8 appointed 
by the Mayor of Seattle and 8 appointed by 
the Premier of British Columbia.

• Each serves a staggered 4-year term.
•Two co-chairs one from each country.
•Staff are provided by Seattle City Light and 

the Province of British Columbia.

Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission
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Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission
• Purposes:

• Conserve and protect wilderness and wildlife 
habitat.

• Enhance recreational opportunities in the 
Skagit Valley.

• Acquire mineral or timber rights consistent with 
conservation and recreational purposes.

• Conduct studies of need and feasibility of 
projects.

• To plan for and construct hiking trails, 
footbridges, interpretive displays and the like.
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•Ecosystem Science
•Indigenous Peoples Engagement
•Environmental Education
•Watershed Integrity
•Recreation 

SEEC Funding Priorities
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SEEC 5-Year Budget Comparison 
Prior 5-Year Budget

April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2024
Current 5-Year Budget

April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2029
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•Hope Mountain Centre for Outdoor Learning
•BC Parks
•North Cascades Institute 
•North Cascades National Park 
•Student Conservation Association
•Fraser Valley Conservancy
•Nlaka’pamux Nation Tribal Council (NNTC)
•Stó:lō Research and Resource Management Centre (SSRMC)

Examples of SEEC Grantees
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Commission Approved SEEC 5-Year Budget Framework
For the period April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2029
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• Consistent with Council Resolution 31568 
adopted in 2015:
• Approves the budget framework for 

Canada Fiscal Years 2024-2025 through 
2028-2029 (April 1, 2024 – March 31, 
2029).

• Allows budgeted expenditures to be 
carried forward into subsequent fiscal 
years.

• Allows budget framework to be 
resubmitted to Council if cumulative 
expenditures are expected to exceed 
the approved 5-year budget 
framework.

Purpose of Council Resolution 
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