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• Delivering on Levy Investments
• Support West Seattle and Ballard Link Extensions
• Metro RapidRide Corridors
• Sidewalks and Crossings 
• Bike Lanes and Even Better Bike Barriers 
• Heavy Haul Network
• Freight-and-Bus (FAB) Lanes 
• Port connections to I-90 and I-5
• Technology Programs (ITS, signals & optimization)
• Regional Center Plans 
• Seamless Seattle Pedestrian Wayfinding
• Update Restricted Parking Zones
• Digital Tools for Dynamic Curb Management
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• People Streets and Public Spaces program 
• Seasonal street closures
• Neighborhoods Greenways 
• Occidental Promenade 
• Pike Place Market Pilot 
• Downtown Activation Plan (DAP)
• SPARK Block and 3rd Avenue Activation 
• Neighborhood and Community permits
• Public space management 
• Streets Illustrated Update
• Community and Mobility Hubs 
• Link station area planning and design 
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• Enterprise asset management and work order 
system upgrade

• ITS Modernization 
• Digital Curb Asset Management 
• New Mobility Options  
• Autonomous Vehicles
• Bridge Preservation program 
• Major Arterial Roadway Maintenance 
• Construction Hub Coordination 
• Community Response Dispatch 
• Maintenance & Operations Programs
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Showcasing Key Programs 
• Maintenance & Operations

• Celebrates varied craft skills across SDOT crews 
turning plans into reality 

Bridges Signs & 
Markings

Community 
Crossings

Snow and Ice 
Response

Bike Lanes Parking Urban Forestry

Signals & ITS Public Space 
Mgmt

Paving Concrete & 
Asphalt 

Areaways Street 
Maintenance

SDOT Response 
Team
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What's Next

• September 30: Target to Publish to 
Webpage

• Fall-Winter: Re-engaging with STP 
Partners 

• January 2026 Annual Levy Delivery Plan

• Spring 2026 STP Performance Report

• 2028 STP Implementation Plan & 
Performance Report (Combined)
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Questions & Comments
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: CB 121023, Version: 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE relating to railroad franchises; amending Sections 1 and 3 of Ordinances 126969 and
126970 to correct an error in the name of a franchisee.

WHEREAS, Ordinances 126969 and 126970 amended descriptions of railroad franchises held in and around

Whatcom Yard; and

WHEREAS, Burlington Northern Railroad Holdings, Inc., was described as one of the two owners of the

franchise rights at issue in the two ordinances; and

WHEREAS, Burlington Northern Railroad Holdings, Inc. is referred to in the rest of the ordinances as BNSF;

and

WHEREAS, Burlington Northern Railroad Holdings, Inc. is one of several “Consolidated Subsidiaries” of

BNSF Railway Company; and

WHEREAS, BNSF Railway Company is the owner of the franchise rights rather than any of its subsidiaries,

and the City’s granting of those rights should be amended to list the correct owner; NOW,

THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 1 of Ordinance 126969 is amended as follows:

Section 1. The City Council finds and declares that Union Pacific Railroad Company, a Foreign

((Profit)) Corporation (Union Pacific), and ((Burlington Northern Railroad Holdings, Inc.)) BNSF

Railway Company (BNSF), a ((Foreign Profit)) Delaware Corporation, are the current owners of the
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railroad franchise rights at Whatcom Yard and the adjoining areas. Both companies have rights to

operate trains along East Marginal Way and within Whatcom Yard.

Section 2. Section 3 of Ordinance 126969 is amended as follows:

Section 3. In order to claim the benefits of this ordinance and to acquire the rights, privileges

and authorities hereby granted, Union Pacific and BNSF, on behalf of itself, its successors and assigns,

shall ((within six (6) months after the effective date of this ordinance)) by August 31, 2025, file in the

office of the City Clerk written acceptance of the ordinance, duly certified and attested to by its

Secretary, under its corporate Seal; or a resolution adopted by its Board of Directors or by the Executive

Committee, or Finance Committee of said Board, thereunto duly authorized, accepting the benefits of

this ordinance and the rights, privileges and authorities hereby granted, subject to all the conditions,

restrictions, specifications, and requirements herein expressed.

Section 3. Section 1 of Ordinance 126970 is amended as follows:

Section 1. The City Council finds and declares that Union Pacific Railroad Company, a Foreign

((Profit)) Corporation (Union Pacific), and ((Burlington Northern Railroad Holdings, Inc., a Foreign

Profit Corporation)) BNSF Railway Company, a ((Foreign Profit)) Delaware Corporation (BNSF), are

the current owners of the railroad franchise rights at Whatcom Yard and the adjoining areas. Both

companies have rights to and are authorized by this ordinance to own the tracks of standard gauge

railway, to lay down, construct, maintain, and operate trains along East Marginal Way and within

Whatcom Yard.

Section 4. Section 3 of Ordinance 126970 is amended as follows:

Section 3. In order to claim the benefits of this ordinance and to acquire the rights, privileges

and authorities hereby granted, Union Pacific and BNSF, on behalf of itself, its successors and assigns,

shall ((within six (6) months after the effective date of this ordinance)) by August 31, 2025, file in the

office of the City Clerk written acceptance of the ordinance, duly certified and attested to by its
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Secretary, under its corporate Seal; or a resolution adopted by its Board of Directors or by the Executive

Committee, or Finance Committee of said Board, thereunto duly authorized, accepting the benefits of

this ordinance and the rights, privileges and authorities hereby granted, subject to all the conditions,

restrictions, specifications and requirements herein expressed.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 1.04.020 and

1.04.070.

Passed by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2025, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this _____ day of _________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________
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Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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Bill LaBorde 
SDOT Whatcom Yard Franchise Correction SUM  

D1a 

1 
Template last revised: December 9, 2024 

SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE 

Department: Dept. Contact: CBO Contact: 

SDOT Bill LaBorde Aaron Blumenthal 

 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to railroad franchises; amending Sections 1 and 3 

of Ordinances 126969 and 126970 to correct an error in the name of a franchisee. 

 

Summary and Background of the Legislation: In December 2023, Council passed two 

ordinances, Ordinances 126969 and 126970, which amended the legal descriptions of railroad 

franchises held in and around Whatcom Yard by Burlington Northern Sante Fe Railroad (BNSF) 

and the Chicago, Milwaukee and St Paul Railway. Whatcom Yard is located along E Marginal 

Way in the blocks to the north and south of Hanford St. The 2023 legislation was necessary to 

reflect historic removal of tracks by the railroads, along with designation of future track locations 

in Whatcom Yard in advance of construction commencing on the North Segment of the E 

Marginal Corridor Improvement Project in early 2024. Since passage of these Council Bills in 

2023, BNSF has informed SDOT that the bill should have read “BNSF Railway Company 

(BNSF), a Delaware Corporation” rather than “Burlington Northern Railroad Holdings, Inc,” as 

stated in Ordinance 126969. This legislation would correct the ordinance to reflect the proper 

“consolidated subsidiary” of BNSF.  

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?   Yes  No  
 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City?   Yes  No 

 

3.d. Other Impacts 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle, including direct or 

indirect, one-time or ongoing costs, that are not included in Sections 3.a through 3.c? If so, 

please describe these financial impacts. 

No, it simply corrects the name of the subsidiary entity that holds the railroad franchise rights on 

behalf of BNSF.  

 

If the legislation has costs, but they can be absorbed within existing operations, please 

describe how those costs can be absorbed. The description should clearly describe if the 

absorbed costs are achievable because the department had excess resources within their 

existing budget or if by absorbing these costs the department is deprioritizing other work 

that would have used these resources.  

N/A 
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Please describe any financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation. 

This legislation will need to be adopted and in effect to certify the reconfigured right-of-way 

with WSDOT once the Northern Segment of the E Marginal Corridor Improvement Project, 

which is scheduled for completion in early 2026.  

Please describe how this legislation may affect any City departments other than the 

originating department. 

N/A 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Is a public hearing required for this legislation?  

No 

 

b. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

No 

 

c. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?  

Yes, it would correct the legal designation of the subsidiary that holds the franchise right on 

behalf of BNSF at Whatcom Yard in SODO.   

 

d. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative.  

 

i. How does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities? How did you arrive at this conclusion? In your response please 

consider impacts within City government (employees, internal programs) as well 

as in the broader community. 

N/A 

 

ii. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses in the 

development and/or assessment of the legislation. 

N/A 

 

iii. What is the Language Access Plan for any communications to the public? 

N/A 

 

e. Climate Change Implications  

 

i. Emissions: How is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions 

in a material way? Please attach any studies or other materials that were used to 

inform this response. 

N/A 
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ii. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If 

so, explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what 

will or could be done to mitigate the effects. 

N/A 

 

f. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)? What mechanisms will be used 

to measure progress towards meeting those goals? 

N/A 

 

g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP project that involves a shared financial 

commitment with a non-City partner agency or organization?  

No 

 

5. ATTACHMENTS 

 

Summary Attachments: None. 
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Transportation Committee
September 16, 2025

East Marginal Way S
North Segment
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Council Bill 121023

•Proposed legislation
• Corrects an error in Ordinances 126969 and 

126970 regarding the name of the BNSF subsidiary 
that legally holds the railroad franchise for the 
Whatcom Yard intermodal facility in SODO

• Necessary to certify right-of-way reconfigured by the 
North Segment of the E Marginal Way Corridor 
Improvement project
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Ordinances 126969 and 
126970 amended the legal 
descriptions of the BNSF franchise 
agreement to: 

•Removes area that no longer has 
railroad track

•Revises areas being reconfigured by 
the E Marginal Way project

Whatcom Yard Franchise 
Agreements & Ordinances 
126969 and 126970
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Franchise agreement limits amended to match future track 
locationsFranchise rights removed because track has been removed
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Whatcom Yard reconfiguration

Whatcom Yard redesign triggered by safety improvements at S Hanford St

Track removed

New track

Legend
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Effect of legislation

6

•No substantive change to underlying 
Ordinances 126969 and 126970

•Corrects name of BNSF subsidiary 
with franchise right

o“Burlington Northern Railroad Holdings, Inc.” 
to “BNSF Railway Company (BNSF), a 
Delaware Corporation” 
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Thank you!

From the entire SDOT Team:
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