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Jennifer LaBrecque 
Full Council 
October 14, 2025 
D1 
 
 

   

 

 

Amendment A Version 1 to CB 121055 – Multifamily Tax Exemption Program (MFTE) 
Reauthorization Ordinance  

Sponsor: Councilmember Solomon  

Add a policy regarding demolition of units, eliminate the later extension application deadline for 
2025 expiring projects, and eliminate provision allowing units in extending properties to 

maintain their original unit designation.   
 

Effect: This amendment would make the following changes: 

 Bring CB 121055 in compliance with RCW 84.14.040(5)(c), which requires that local 
governments utilizing MFTE must establish requirements addressing demolition of 
existing structures. 

 Eliminates the provision establishing a later application deadline for 2025 expiring 
projects to apply for an extension, since that deadline is moot.   

 Eliminates a provision allowing extending project to opt to maintain their unit 
designation, in order to achieve compliance with the RCW authorizing MFTE.   

 

1. Amend Section 2, 5.73.040.A of CB 121055 to create a new subsection 5.73.040.A.11 as 

follows:  

5.73.040  Eligibility 

. . .  

A. General requirements 

. . .  

11. If the construction of a new residential building results in the demolition of 

an existing residential building that is subject to the City’s tenant relocation assistance 

requirements under Chapter 22.210, the owner must demonstrate compliance with Chapter 

22.210.  

 

2. Amend Section 2, 5.73.090.C.1 of CB 121055 as follows: 

5.73.090 Exemption—Duration—Limits 

A. . . .  
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. . .  

((D.)) C. Extended property tax exemption 

1. ((As authorized by RCW 84.14.020(6), the Director may approve)) The owner 

may apply for an extended exemption of the value of ((renter-occupied)) qualifying multifamily 

rental housing ((qualifying under this Chapter 5.73)) from ad valorem property taxation for up 

to a total of 12 successive years beginning January 1 of the year immediately following the 

calendar year that the original 12-year exemption expires according to subsection 5.73.090.A 

((if the owner is in compliance with the MFTE agreement for the property's initial 12-year 

exemption from property taxes for the multifamily housing according to subsection 5.73.090.A 

and that exemption expires on December 31, 2025, provided that:)) if the Office of Housing 

receives an application to extend MFTE for an additional 12 years, on a form provided by the 

Office of Housing, no later than May 1 of the scheduled expiration year., except owners with 

exemptions expiring in 2025 may apply to extend MFTE by November 1, 2025 under the 

requirements of this ordinance. Property owners with exemptions expiring in 2025 must 

achieve full compliance with the requirements of this ordinance by June 30, 2027.  

. . .  

3.  Amend Section 2, 5.73.090.C.5 of CB 121055 as follows: 

5.73.090 Exemption—Duration—Limits 

A. . . .  

. . .  

((D.)) C. Extended property tax exemption 

. . . 

((2. A)) 5. If the MFTE extension application is approved, a new ((contract)) MFTE agreement 

shall be executed and recorded on the title of the property that includes the multifamily 

housing committing the owner to requirements according to this Chapter 5.73, except that: 

a. MFTE units shall be ((promptly)) leased at affordable rents to eligible 

households with annual incomes ((at or below 30 percent of median income for 

compact units in multifamily housing that also includes units larger than compact units, 

at or below 40 percent of median income for compact units in multifamily housing with 

no units larger than compact units, at or below 50 percent of median income for studio 

units, at or below 60 percent of median income for one-bedroom units, at or below 75 

percent of median income for two-bedroom units, and at or below 80 percent of 
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median income for three-bedroom and larger units.)) five percentage points lower than 

the limits according to subsection 5.73.040.B.4, except that the limits may not exceed 

80 percent of median income per RCW 84.14.020 and studios greater than 320 square 

feet are regulated at 60 percent of median income; and  

b. The ((contract)) MFTE agreement shall ((allow multifamily housing to 

transition to compliance with subsection 5.73.090.D.2.a)) consider current MFTE unit 

tenants income eligible as determined according to subsection 5.73.090.C.6.b, 

consistent with ((subsection 5.73.090.D.6)) subsection 5.73.090.C.9. 

c. The owner or owner representative may elect to retain the existing MFTE units 

and unit classification. If an existing tenant is found to be no longer an eligible 

household per Section 5.73.105, the requirements in Section 5.73.105 regarding 

identification of another comparable unit apply.  

. . . 
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Amendment A Version 1 to CB 121055 – Multifamily Tax Exemption Program (MFTE) 
Reauthorization Ordinance  

Sponsor: Councilmember Solomon  

Establish conversion procedures and clarify start date of 12 year exemption for converting 
projects  

 

Effect: This amendment would establish application and conversion procedures for projects 
converting from Program 6 to Program 7 while also clarifying that the “start date” for the 12 
year exemption does not reset upon conversion.  

 

2. Amend Section 2, 5.73.060.H of CB 121055 as follows: 

5.73.060 Application review—Issuance of Conditional Certificate—Denial—Appeal—

((Recording of contract)) MFTE agreement 

A. The Director shall provide written notice of approval or denial of an MFTE application 

according to this Chapter 5.73 ((within 90)) no more than 60 days ((of)) after receipt of ((the)) a 

complete MFTE application ((in accordance with)) according to Section 5.73.050. 

. . .  

H.  

1. If, on the effective date of this ordinance, an owner has submitted a valid 

MFTE application under a prior version of the MFTE program and has not yet received a 

Final Certificate, the owner may opt to convert the application to the most current 

MFTE program at any point before issuance of the Final Certificate. 

2. An owner who in 2025 receives, or has received, a Final Certificate under 

Ordinance 125932 may opt to convert to the most current MFTE program. The procedures to 

apply for a conversion, including any required fee, may be established by the Director. Property 

owners must submit an application for a conversion by December 31, 2025. OH has until June 

30, 2026 to convert any projects approved under Ordinance 125932 to the most current MFTE 

program. The project shall operate under its existing MFTE agreement with terms established 

under Ordinance 125932 until a new contract with the most current MFTE program terms is 

executed.  The start date for the 12-year tax exemption shall continue to be January 1 of the 

year immediately following the calendar year of the date of the Final Certificate issued under 
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Ordinance 125932. If that project has already leased some or all MFTE units, the affordable 

rents under Ordinance 125932 shall remain in effect for any eligible household in an MFTE unit 

until the household vacates the unit, provided the household’s lease was in effect prior to the 

effective date of this ordinance.  
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: CB 121083, Version: 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE relating to taxation; imposing a local sales and use tax to fund investments in criminal
justice; repealing obsolete sales and use tax provisions; adding a new Section 5.60.029 to the Seattle
Municipal Code; renumbering Sections 5.60.030 and 5.60.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code as Section
5.60.065 and further amending the section; repealing Section 5.60.050 and 5.60.060 of the Seattle
Municipal Code; and ratifying and confirming certain prior acts.

WHEREAS, after the COVID-19 public health emergency and resulting financial downturn, including

generationally high inflation, the City’s operating budget has faced a structural budget deficit, solved

year-to-year by employing one-time measures; and

WHEREAS, public safety continues to be a top priority for the people of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, during the 2025 session, the Washington State Legislature enacted ESHB 2015 that authorizes city

and county governments, including The City of Seattle, to impose a local sales and use tax of 0.1

percent by a legislative act prior to June 20, 2028; and

WHEREAS, the local sales and use tax revenue shall be spent on “criminal justice purposes” as authorized by

ESHB 2015; and

WHEREAS, the City has implemented the policies and practices required by subsection 101(3) and 101(4) of

ESHB 2015 and is therefore authorized by law to impose the local sales and use tax of 0.1 percent; and

WHEREAS, the City Council unanimously passed Resolution 32174 on July 29, which was signed by the

Mayor on August 12, 2025, and which calls for utilizing public safety sales tax revenue to create a

pathway to recovery for individuals experiencing substance use disorder; and

WHEREAS, The City of Seattle intends to impose the maximum local sales and use tax authorized under
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File #: CB 121083, Version: 1

ESHB 2015; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The City Council finds and declares that The City of Seattle is in compliance with and meets

all requirements contained in RCW 43.101.540 and RCW 82.14.345(c).

Section 2. A new Section 5.60.029 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:

5.60.029 Imposition of sales and use tax for criminal justice purposes

A. There is imposed a sales and use tax as authorized by RCW 82.14.345, upon every taxable event, as

defined in chapter 82.14 RCW, occurring in Seattle. The tax shall be imposed upon and collected from those

persons from whom the state sales tax or use tax is collected pursuant to chapter 82.08 and 82.12 RCW.

B. The rate of the tax imposed by this Section 5.60.029 shall be 0.1 percent of the selling price or value

of the article used.

C. The City may use the moneys imposed under this Section 5.60.029 for criminal justice purposes as

defined by RCW 82.14.345.

Section 3. Sections 5.60.030 and 5.60.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance

125887, are renumbered and amended as follows:

((5.60.030)) 5.60.065 Administration ((and collection of tax))

A. The administration and collection of the taxes imposed by this Chapter 5.60 shall be in accordance

with the provisions of RCW 82.14.050 ((and Chapter 338, Laws of 2019)) , RCW 82.14.345, and RCW

82.14.540.

((5.60.040 Consent to inspection of records.))

B. The City of Seattle ((hereby)) consents to the inspection of such records as are necessary to qualify

the City for inspection of records of the Department of Revenue, pursuant to RCW 82.32.330.

Section 4. Section 5.60.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance 110877, is repealed:

((5.60.050 Authorizing execution of contract for administration.
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The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with the Department of Revenue for the administration

of this tax.))

Section 5. Section 5.60.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance 110877, is repealed:

((5.60.060 Special initiative.

The ordinance codified in this chapter shall be subject to a special initiative as contemplated by Section 19,

Chapter 49, Laws of 1982, First Extraordinary Session, and Article IV, Section 1 of the City Charter.))

Section 6. The proceeds of the sales and use tax will continue to be deposited into the City’s General

Fund. The increases in revenues due to the sales and use tax for criminal justice purposes authorized in Section

2 of this ordinance shall pay for programs or activities with “criminal justice purposes,” as defined by Chapter

350, Laws of 2025, in the following program areas:

A. Investments in the treatment of substance abuse disorders.

B. Costs related to the staffing and operation of diversified response programs.

C. Investments in diversion programs and enhanced shelter programs for individuals with criminal legal

system involvement.

            D. Costs related to first responder staffing.

Section 7. The Finance Director is authorized to provide any necessary notice to the Department of

Revenue to effectuate the tax enacted by this ordinance and to execute, for and on behalf of The City of Seattle,

any necessary agreement with the Department of Revenue for the collection and administration of the tax

enacted by this ordinance.

Section 8. Any notice given or agreement executed by the Finance Director as authorized by Section 7

of this ordinance prior to the effective date of this ordinance is ratified and confirmed.

Section 9. Sections 2 through 5 of this ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2026.

Section 10. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 1.04.020

and 1.04.070.
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Passed by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2025, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this ____day of _______________, 2025.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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Sarah Smith 
MO Criminal Justice Sales and Use Tax 2025 SUM 

D1b 

1 
Template last revised: December 9, 2024 

SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE 

Department: Dept. Contact: CBO Contact: 

Mayor’s Office Sarah Smith Adam Schaefer 

 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to taxation; imposing a local sales and use tax to 

fund investments in criminal justice; repealing obsolete sales and use tax provisions; adding a 

new Section 5.60.029 to the Seattle Municipal Code; renumbering Sections 5.60.030 and 

5.60.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code as Section 5.60.065 and further amending the section; 

repealing Section 5.60.050 and 5.60.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code; and ratifying and 

confirming certain prior acts. 

 

Summary and Background of the Legislation: This legislation increases the local sales and 

use tax in Seattle by 0.1%, as authorized by newly adopted state law. 

 

During the 2025 session, the Washington state legislature adopted Engrossed Substitute House 

Bill 2015 (Chapter 350, Laws of 2025), which authorizes cities and counties in Washington to 

raise local sales and use tax by 0.1% to fund investments in criminal justice. 

 

This bill allows Seattle to begin charging and collecting this tax on January 1, 2026.  The 

proceeds from this tax increase, currently estimated to be approximately $38.9 million in 2026, 

must be spent for criminal justice purposes under the authorizing statute.  This legislation 

specifically allows the proceeds to be spent on: 

 

A. Investments in the treatment of substance abuse disorders. 

B. Costs related to the staffing and operation of diversified response programs. 

C. Investments in diversion programs and enhanced shelter programs for individuals with 

criminal legal system involvement; and 

D. Costs related to first responder staffing. 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?   Yes  No  
 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City?   Yes  No 

 

Expenditure Change ($); 

General Fund 

2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 2029 est. 

 $38,900,000 $39,600,000 $41,100,000 $42,900,000 

Expenditure Change ($); 

Other Funds 

2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 2029 est. 
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Revenue Change ($); 

General Fund 

2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 2029 est. 

     

Revenue Change ($); 

Other Funds 

2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 2029 est. 

     

      

Number of Positions 
2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 2029 est. 

     

Total FTE Change  
2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 2029 est. 

     

 

 

3.a. Appropriations 

 

 This legislation adds, changes, or deletes appropriations. 
 

Appropriations Notes: The increased sales tax takes effect in 2026; appropriations backed by 

the increased revenues will be contained in the 2026 Proposed Budget. 

 

3.b. Revenues/Reimbursements 

 This legislation adds, changes, or deletes revenues or reimbursements. 
 

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement Resulting from This Legislation: 

Fund Name and Number Dept Revenue Source 

2025  

Revenue  

2026  

Estimated 

Revenue 

General Fund (00100)  0.1%  City criminal 

justice sales and use tax 

 $38,900,000 

TOTAL  $38,900,000 

 

Revenue/Reimbursement Notes: 

 

3.c. Positions 

 This legislation adds, changes, or deletes positions. 

 

3.d. Other Impacts 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle, including direct or 

indirect, one-time or ongoing costs, that are not included in Sections 3.a through 3.c? If so, 

please describe these financial impacts. 

No. 
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If the legislation has costs, but they can be absorbed within existing operations, please 

describe how those costs can be absorbed. The description should clearly describe if the 

absorbed costs are achievable because the department had excess resources within their 

existing budget or if by absorbing these costs the department is deprioritizing other work 

that would have used these resources.  

N/A 

 

Please describe any financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation. 

The City would not realize the increased revenue allowed under this Law unless it is adopted 

prior to June 20, 2028.  

Please describe how this legislation may affect any City departments other than the 

originating department. 

The proceeds from the tax increase are eligible be used to fund criminal justice investments in 

various departments. 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Is a public hearing required for this legislation?  

No. 

 

b. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

No. 

 

c. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?  

No. 

 

d. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative.  

 

i. How does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities? How did you arrive at this conclusion? In your response please 

consider impacts within City government (employees, internal programs) as well 

as in the broader community. 

N/A 

 

ii. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses in the 

development and/or assessment of the legislation. 

N/A 

 

iii. What is the Language Access Plan for any communications to the public? 

N/A 

 

e. Climate Change Implications  
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i. Emissions: How is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions 

in a material way? Please attach any studies or other materials that were used to 

inform this response. 

N/A 

ii. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If 

so, explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what 

will or could be done to mitigate the effects. 

N/A 

 

f. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)? What mechanisms will be used 

to measure progress towards meeting those goals? 

N/A 

 

g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP project that involves a shared financial 

commitment with a non-City partner agency or organization?  

No. 

 

5. ATTACHMENTS 

 

Summary Attachments: None. 
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CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE relating to the solid waste system of Seattle Public Utilities; revising rates and charges for
solid waste services; revising credits to low-income customers for solid waste services; adding solid
waste service categories; and amending Sections 21.36.010, 21.36.012, 21.36.016, 21.40.050,
21.40.060, 21.40.070, 21.40.080, 21.40.085, and 21.76.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, Ordinance 126689 adopted solid waste rates for 2023, 2024, and 2025; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 30695 established financial policy targets for the Solid Waste Fund; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 31516 amended Resolution 30695 to strengthen the Solid Waste Fund’s financial

policies by adding an additional debt service coverage policy; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 125050 amended and updated certain provisions of the Utility Discount Program,

which will provide discounted solid waste rates or credits to more eligible low-income customers; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 32136 adopted a six-year Strategic Business Plan for Seattle Public Utilities, which

guides utility investments, service levels, and rate paths through 2030; and

WHEREAS, the Strategic Business Plan included increases in the capital and operating requirements of the

Solid Waste Fund, with a resulting increase in revenue requirements; and

WHEREAS, credits for qualified low-income customers should be revised when solid waste rates change;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 21.40.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126689, is

amended as follows:
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21.40.050 Residential can rates and charges

A. Charges for residential can garbage and rubbish collection and disposal service shall be in

accordance with the following schedules:

1. All residences with curbside/alley garbage container pickup: a charge per month or portion

thereof, for once-a-week service for each service unit subscribed to, billed directly to the owner, homeowner

association, or occupant thereof as follows:

((Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Micro-can (10-12 gallon) $26.45 $26.85 $27.55 $28.25

Mini-can (18-20 gallon) $32.40 $32.90 $33.75 $34.65

32 gallon can $42.15 $42.80 $43.90 $45.05

60 to 65 gallon cart $84.20 $85.45 $87.65 $89.95

90 to 96 gallon cart $126.40 $128.30 $131.65 $135.05))

Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Micro-can (10-12 gallon) $28.25 $29.20 $30.15 $31.15

Mini-can (18-20 gallon) $34.65 $35.80 $37.00 $38.20

32 gallon can $45.05 $46.55 $48.10 $49.70

60 to 65 gallon cart $89.95 $92.90 $95.95 $99.10

90 to 96 gallon cart $135.05 $139.50 $144.10 $148.85

2. All residences with backyard garbage container pickup: a charge per month or portion thereof, for once-a-

week service for each service unit subscribed to, billed directly to the owner, homeowner association, or

occupant as follows:

((Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

32 gallon can $58.85 $59.75 $61.30 $62.90

60 to 65 gallon cart $118.00 $119.75 $122.85 $126.05

90 to 96 gallon cart $177.00 $179.65 $184.35 $189.10))
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File #: CB 121051, Version: 1((Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

32 gallon can $58.85 $59.75 $61.30 $62.90

60 to 65 gallon cart $118.00 $119.75 $122.85 $126.05

90 to 96 gallon cart $177.00 $179.65 $184.35 $189.10))

Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

32 gallon can $62.90 $65.00 $67.15 $69.40

60 to 65 gallon cart $126.05 $130.20 $134.50 $138.90

90 to 96 gallon cart $189.10 $195.35 $201.80 $208.45

3. Multiunit residential consolidated curbside/alley garbage collection service. Multiunit residences with a

single combined utility account may consolidate garbage into fewer service units than the number of dwelling

units on the premises. Upon request, multiunit residences with multiple combined utility accounts, such as

townhouse complexes, may consolidate garbage service if such premises share a single water irrigation meter

for which a homeowners association is financially responsible and agrees to be financially responsible for the

combined utility account, or as determined by the General Manager/CEO. In the event of consolidation, the

total consolidated service volume divided by the number of dwelling units must be at least equal to the

minimum equivalent service volume per unit, as determined by the General Manager/CEO.

4. Minimum charge, no pickup service. A charge per month or portion thereof of $6.85 shall be

billed directly to the owner, homeowner association, or occupant of any residence not subscribing to pickup

service to cover landfill closure costs, billing, collection, Low Income Rate Assistance, and hazardous waste

costs. To be eligible for the minimum charge (zero container rate), a customer may not generate any garbage or

rubbish for collection or disposal. With occupied premises, the customer must demonstrate a consistent and

effective practice of selective purchasing to minimize refuse, of recycling materials whenever practical, and of

composting any yardwaste generated on the premises, and the customer must have qualified for the rate on or
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before December 31, 1988. A customer is not eligible for the zero container rate by hauling the customer’s

garbage and rubbish to a transfer station or disposal site, or by disposal in another customer’s containers or by

the use of prepaid stickers. Vacant dwelling units in multiunit residences where each dwelling unit receives a

separate combined utility bill qualify for the minimum charge where the conditions of this subsection

21.40.050.A.4 are met. Vacant dwelling units in multiunit residences with a single combined utility account do

not qualify for the minimum charge.

5. Extra bundles. A customer may place an extra bundle with its container for regular pickup.

The charge will be billed directly to the owner or occupant, unless a prepaid sticker is used. A prepaid sticker

authorizes pickup of the bundle when placed with the customer’s container. The sticker must be affixed to the

bundle in order for the bundle to be picked up by the collector, and the customer not to be billed. The following

charges will apply to each extra bundle:

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $13.05 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2023: $13.25 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2024: $13.60 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2025: $13.95 per bundle))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $13.95 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2026: $14.40 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2027: $14.90 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2028: $15.40 per bundle

6. Bulky and white goods pickup. Charges for the pickup of bulky and white goods, as well as

additional charges for items containing hazardous waste such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), shall be billed as

follows:

((Effective March 30, 2009

Bulky/White Goods Pickup (per item) $30.00

Hazardous Waste Charge (per item) $8.00))
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Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Bulky/White Goods Pickup (per

item)

$30.00 $31.00 $32.00 $33.00

Hazardous Waste Charge (per

item)

$8.00 $8.25 $8.55 $8.80

7. Curbside electronics recycling pickup. Curbside electronics pickup service will be available by customer

request to all residential can accounts. Each pickup of up to three electronic products set out at the curb shall be

billed at $20. Each pickup of compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs) or household batteries shall be billed at $5.

The General Manager/CEO may establish additional conditions for electronic products eligible for pickup.

8. Included special items pickup. Special item pickup service is available by customer request to

all residential can accounts. Eligible recipients shall request special assistance at no additional charge for each

of the pickups no more than once per year:

Effective April 1, 2026: 1 battery bag pickup, 1 special items box pickup

Effective April 1, 2027: 1 battery bag pickup, 1 special items box pickup, 1 electronics pickup, 1

bulky pickup

((8))9. Curbside/alley compostable waste. A collection charge for weekly service will be billed

monthly directly to the owner, homeowner association, or occupant, according to the following schedule:

((Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Mini can (10 to 20 gallon) $7.00 $7.10 $7.30 $7.50

32 gallon can $10.50 $10.65 $10.95 $11.25

90-96 gallon can $13.40 $13.60 $13.95 $14.30

Extra bundle $6.75 $6.85 $7.05 $7.25))

Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Mini can (10 to 20 gallon) $7.50 $7.75 $8.00 $8.25

32 gallon can $11.25 $11.60 $12.00 $12.40

90-96 gallon can $14.30 $14.75 $15.25 $15.75

Extra bundle $7.25 $7.50 $7.75 $8.00
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Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Mini can (10 to 20 gallon) $7.50 $7.75 $8.00 $8.25

32 gallon can $11.25 $11.60 $12.00 $12.40

90-96 gallon can $14.30 $14.75 $15.25 $15.75

Extra bundle $7.25 $7.50 $7.75 $8.00

((9))10. Mandatory curbside/alley compostable waste service and exemptions. Curbside/alley compostable

waste service shall be mandatory for all residential solid waste can accounts, except customers who qualify for

a home composting exemption or customers with no garbage pickup service, per the provisions of subsection

21.40.050.A.4. To qualify for the home composting exemption, customers must actively compost all vegetative

food waste on-site, agree to comply with public and environmental health guidelines and allow Seattle Public

Utilities representatives to evaluate their composting methods.

((10))11. New/changed account: a charge of $10 for the establishment of a new account or for

each change in an existing account. This charge shall apply when the owner or property manager of any single-

family residence or multifamily structure (duplex, triplex, fourplex, or structure with five or more units)

establishes a new account or requests any change in ((his/her)) the account requiring a change in account

number or customer number. The new/changed account charge is not applicable to customers qualified for Low

Income Rate Assistance.

((11))12. Physical disability exemption. An exemption will be provided to qualified residents to

allow for backyard collection at curbside rates when the resident is physically unable to take garbage and

rubbish containers to the curb. Qualifying criteria shall include, but are not limited to, the resident’s physical

condition, qualification for backyard service in other City programs, a physician’s recommendation, the

presence of other physically capable persons in the household, special topography, and other unique property

conditions, taking into account the contractors’ ability to provide different combinations of container sizes to
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make curbside pickup feasible.

B. All residential customers requesting and receiving nondetachable container (can) special, nonroutine

collection service for garbage, yardwaste, or recyclable materials. The following charges shall apply to special

collections of all nondetachable containers (cans), bundles, or bundles-of-yardwaste:

Service Units ((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

First unit $51.65 $52.45 $53.80 $55.20

Each additional unit $5.55 $5.65 $5.80 $5.95))

Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

First unit $55.20 $57.05 $58.95 $60.90

Each additional unit $5.95 $6.15 $6.35 $6.55

C. Ancillary and elective (A&E) service charges. The following charges shall apply to residential can customers

receiving any of the A&E services listed in the table below.

((Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs of

Cans or Toters

$32.35 $32.85 $33.70 $34.60

Can or Cart Pressure Washing $12.90 $13.10 $13.45 $13.80))

Service Units Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Rates per Service

Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Rates per

Service Unit

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs of

Cans or Toters

$34.60 $35.75 $36.95 $38.15

Can or Cart Pressure Washing $13.80 $14.25 $14.70 $15.20
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* * *

Section 2. Section 21.40.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126689, is

amended as follows:

21.40.060 Residential detachable container rates and charges

A. Account charges. A monthly fixed fee will be charged to each residential detachable container solid

waste account, according to the following schedule:

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $46.35

Effective April 1, 2023: $47.05

Effective April 1, 2024: $48.25

Effective April 1, 2025: $49.50))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $49.50

Effective April 1, 2026: $51.15

Effective April 1, 2027: $52.85

Effective April 1, 2028: $54.60

B. Uncompacted container rates. There is imposed upon residential premises that use detachable

containers without mechanical compactors a monthly charge for garbage and rubbish collection and disposal

service in accordance with the following formula:

(A*m) + ((B*cy)*m), where:

A = Trip rate

B = Volume rate

m = number of trips per month

cy = number of cubic yards picked up at each collection

The following trip and volume rates will apply:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective  April

1, 2025

Trip Rate $34.70 $35.20 $36.10 $37.05

Volume Rate $26.75 $27.15 $27.85 $28.55))
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((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective  April

1, 2025

Trip Rate $34.70 $35.20 $36.10 $37.05

Volume Rate $26.75 $27.15 $27.85 $28.55))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective  April

1, 2028

Trip Rate $37.05 $38.25 $39.50 $40.80

Volume Rate $28.55 $29.50 $30.45 $31.45

C. Compacted container rates. There is imposed upon residential premises that use detachable containers with

compactors a monthly charge for garbage and rubbish collection and disposal service in accordance with the

following formula:

(A*m) + ((B*cy)*m), where:

A = Trip rate

B = Volume rate

m = number of trips per month

cy = number of cubic yards picked up at each collection

The following trip and volume rates will apply:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Trip Rate $34.70 $35.20 $36.10 $37.05

Volume Rate $54.30 $55.10 $56.55 $58.00))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Trip Rate $37.05 $38.25 $39.50 $40.80

Volume Rate $58.00 $59.90 $61.90 $63.95

D. Pre-paid bag service. Customers located in specific areas designated by Seattle Public Utilities, and who

permanently store garbage containers in the right-of-way, will be required to subscribe to pre-paid bag service,

in lieu of detachable container service, for garbage and rubbish collection and disposal, subject to the following
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charges:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

15 gallon bag $5.55 $5.65 $5.80 $5.95

30 gallon bag $7.90 $8.00 $8.20 $8.40))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

15 gallon bag $5.95 $6.15 $6.35 $6.55

30 gallon bag $8.40 $8.70 $9.00 $9.30

Compostable waste bag rates for pre-paid bag service shall be 32 percent less than the corresponding rates

above for garbage service. Recycling bags shall be provided free of charge. Yardwaste shall not be mixed with

garbage, refuse, or rubbish for disposal.

Bags set out for collection that are not pre-paid shall be charged at the rate for extra bundles, per

subsection 21.40.060.H.

E. Mixed-use building. The General Manager/CEO of Seattle Public Utilities will determine the

appropriate residential collection service level for a mixed-use building according to the estimated amount of

residential garbage or refuse generated and to be collected by the City.

F. Charges for lockable containers. Customers using detachable containers (compacted or

noncompacted) may have a lock installed by the collection contractors, subject to the following charges. Only

customers who own their own containers may install their own locks.

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Lock installation $127.65 $36.00 $36.95 $37.90

Extra key $9.15 $8.00 $8.20 $8.40

Extra padlock $18.25 $18.00 $18.45 $18.95))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Lock installation $37.90 $39.15 $40.45 $41.80

Extra key $8.40 $8.70 $9.00 $9.30

Extra padlock $18.95 $19.60 $20.25 $20.90
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Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Lock installation $37.90 $39.15 $40.45 $41.80

Extra key $8.40 $8.70 $9.00 $9.30

Extra padlock $18.95 $19.60 $20.25 $20.90

G. All residential customers receiving detachable container special, nonroutine collection service for garbage,

compostable waste, or recycling materials. The following charges shall apply to special collections of all

detachable containers or bundles of garbage, compostable waste, or recycling materials. These charges shall be

in addition to any charges applicable to regular solid waste collection and disposal service.

Special collections will be charged at 130 percent of the rate for a single pickup of the same size

detachable container, per subsections 21.40.060.B and 21.40.060.C.

H. Extra bundles of garbage. A customer may place extra bundles of garbage with the customer’s

container for regular pickup, according to the following schedule:

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $13.05

Effective April 1, 2023: $13.25

Effective April 1, 2024: $13.60

Effective April 1, 2025: $13.95))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $13.95

Effective April 1, 2026: $14.40

Effective April 1, 2027: $14.90

Effective April 1, 2028: $15.40

The charge will be billed directly to the owner or occupant.

I. Bulky and white goods pickup. Charges for the pickup of bulky and white goods, as well as additional

charges for items containing hazardous waste such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), shall be billed as follows:

((Effective March 30, 2009

Bulky/White Goods Pickup (per item) $30.00

Hazardous Waste Charge (per item) $8.00))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Bulky/White Goods Pickup (per

item)

$30.00 $31.00 $32.00 $33.00

Hazardous Waste Charge (per

item)

$8.00 $8.25 $8.55 $8.80
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Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Bulky/White Goods Pickup (per

item)

$30.00 $31.00 $32.00 $33.00

Hazardous Waste Charge (per

item)

$8.00 $8.25 $8.55 $8.80

J. Curbside electronics recycling pickup. Curbside electronics pickup service will be available by customer

request to residential detachable container accounts, with approval by the applicable solid waste account owner

or designee. Each pickup of up to three electronic products set out at the curb shall be billed at $20. Each

pickup of compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs) or household batteries shall be billed at $5. The General

Manager/CEO may establish additional conditions for electronic products eligible for pickup.

K. Included special items pickup. Special item pickup service is available by customer request to

residential detachable container accounts. Eligible recipients shall request special assistance at no additional

charge for each of the pickups no more than once per year:

Effective April 1, 2026: 1 battery bag pickup, 1 special items box pickup

Effective April 1, 2027: 1 battery bag pickup, 1 special items box pickup, 1 electronics pickup, 1

bulky pickup

((K))L. Residential detachable container customers who are not required to subscribe to pre-paid bag

garbage service have the option to subscribe to either residential can curbside/alley compostable waste

collection service per the terms of subsection ((21.40.050.A.8)) 21.40.050.A.9 or commercial compostable

waste collection service per the terms of Section 21.40.070. Customers who are required to subscribe to pre-

paid bag garbage service have the option to subscribe to either one or more residential can curbside/alley

compostable waste collection services per the terms of subsection ((21.40.050.A.8)) 21.40.050.A.9 or pre-paid

bag compostable waste collection service per the terms of subsection 21.40.060.D. Detachable container

customers are not subject to the provisions of subsection ((21.40.050.A.9)) 21.40.050.A.10, which requires

mandatory curbside/alley compostable waste service as of March 30, 2009. It shall be mandatory for all
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residential detachable container customer accounts to subscribe to one of the compostable waste services

described in this subsection ((21.40.060.K)) 21.40.060.L, except in the following circumstances:

1. Existing structures: Existing residential structures that do not have adequate storage space for

compostable waste may be exempt from all or portions of this subsection ((21.40.060.K)) 21.40.060.L if so

determined by the General Manager/CEO of Seattle Public Utilities. The General Manager/CEO of Seattle

Public Utilities, in cases where space constraints are determined to exist, shall also evaluate the feasibility of

shared compostable waste containers by contiguous businesses or multifamily structures.

2. New or expanded structures: New residential structures that have demonstrated difficulty in

meeting the solid waste and recyclable materials storage space specifications required under Section 23.54.040

may be exempt from all or portions of this Chapter 21.40 as determined by the General Manager/CEO of

Seattle Public Utilities.

((L))M. Ancillary and elective (A&E) service charges. The following charges shall apply to residential

detachable container customers receiving any of the A&E Services listed in the table below.

((Type of Service Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs:

Can/Toter $32.35 $32.85 $33.70 $34.60

Detachable Container $38.85 $39.45 $40.50 $41.55

Drop Box (2-8 CY) $51.65 $52.40 $53.75 $55.15

Drop Box (10-40 CY) $80.95 $82.15 $84.30 $86.50

Pickup Ancillary Services:

Can/Cart Roll Out (>50 ft or

up/down stairs)

$3.30 $3.35 $3.45 $3.55

Roll Out, Container (<3 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Reposition, Container (>2 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Entering Secured Buildings $6.50 $6.60 $6.75 $6.95

Container Special Services:

Detachable Container Washing

and Steam Cleaning, per Container

$48.55 $49.30 $50.60 $51.90

Drop Box Washing and Steam

Cleaning, per Drop Box

$64.65 $65.60 $67.30 $69.05

Can/Cart Pressure Washing $12.90 $13.10 $13.45 $13.80

Compactor/Drop Box Special Services:

Compactor Disconnect/Reconnect

Cycle

$54.95 $55.75 $57.20 $58.70

Dry Run $113.20 $114.90 $117.90 $120.95

Other Ancillary Services:

Hourly Paid Special, Truck and

Driver

$291.10 $295.45 $303.15 $311.05

Hourly Paid Special, Swamper $96.90 $98.35 $100.90 $103.50))
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((Type of Service Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs:

Can/Toter $32.35 $32.85 $33.70 $34.60

Detachable Container $38.85 $39.45 $40.50 $41.55

Drop Box (2-8 CY) $51.65 $52.40 $53.75 $55.15

Drop Box (10-40 CY) $80.95 $82.15 $84.30 $86.50

Pickup Ancillary Services:

Can/Cart Roll Out (>50 ft or

up/down stairs)

$3.30 $3.35 $3.45 $3.55

Roll Out, Container (<3 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Reposition, Container (>2 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Entering Secured Buildings $6.50 $6.60 $6.75 $6.95

Container Special Services:

Detachable Container Washing

and Steam Cleaning, per Container

$48.55 $49.30 $50.60 $51.90

Drop Box Washing and Steam

Cleaning, per Drop Box

$64.65 $65.60 $67.30 $69.05

Can/Cart Pressure Washing $12.90 $13.10 $13.45 $13.80

Compactor/Drop Box Special Services:

Compactor Disconnect/Reconnect

Cycle

$54.95 $55.75 $57.20 $58.70

Dry Run $113.20 $114.90 $117.90 $120.95

Other Ancillary Services:

Hourly Paid Special, Truck and

Driver

$291.10 $295.45 $303.15 $311.05

Hourly Paid Special, Swamper $96.90 $98.35 $100.90 $103.50))

Type of Service Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs:

Can/Toter $34.60 $35.75 $36.95 $38.15

Detachable Container $41.55 $42.90 $44.30 $45.75

Drop Box (2-8 CY) $55.15 $56.95 $58.85 $60.80

Drop Box (10-40 CY) $86.50 $89.35 $92.30 $95.35

Pickup Ancillary Services:

Can/Cart Roll Out (>50 ft or

up/down stairs)

$3.55 $3.70 $3.85 $4.00

Roll Out, Container (<3 CY) $10.20 $10.55 $10.90 $11.25

Reposition, Container (>2 CY) $10.20 $10.55 $10.90 $11.25

Entering Secured Buildings $6.95 $7.20 $7.45 $7.70

Container Special Services:

Detachable Container Washing

and Steam Cleaning, per Container

$51.90 $53.60 $55.35 $57.20

Drop Box Washing and Steam

Cleaning, per Drop Box

$69.05 $71.35 $73.70 $76.15

Can/Cart Pressure Washing $13.80 $14.25 $14.70 $15.20

Compactor/Drop Box Special Services:

Compactor Disconnect/Reconnect

Cycle

$58.70 $60.65 $62.65 $64.70

Dry Run $120.95 $124.95 $129.05 $133.30

Other Ancillary Services:

Hourly Paid Special, Truck and

Driver

$311.05 $321.30 $331.90 $342.85

Hourly Paid Special, Swamper $103.50 $106.90 $110.45 $114.10
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Section 3. Section 21.40.070 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126689, is amended as

follows:

21.40.070 Commercial collection rates and charges

A. Commercial solid waste service rates and charges. There is imposed upon all commercial

establishments in the City receiving container or drop service from one of the City’s contract collectors of

commercial solid waste or one of the City’s contract collectors of commercial compostable waste the following

schedule of rates and charges:

1. Account charges. In addition to any fees for service charged to commercial establishments,

per the provisions of this subsection 21.40.070.A, a fixed fee will be charged to each commercial solid waste

account, according to the following schedule:

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $31.20

Effective April 1, 2023: $31.65

Effective April 1, 2024: $32.45

Effective April 1, 2025: $33.30))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $33.30

Effective April 1, 2026: $34.40

Effective April 1, 2027: $35.55

Effective April 1, 2028: $36.70

2. Container service rates. The following charges shall apply to commercial establishments

receiving container service for solid waste. Compostable waste container service rates shall be 32 percent less

than the corresponding rate for primary container service for solid waste (the basic service charge including

container rent multiplied by 0.68), plus any applicable taxes. Commercial container service customers may

subscribe to one or more residential can curbside/alley compostable waste collection services per the terms of
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subsection ((21.40.050.A.8)) 21.40.050.A.9.

The charge for each detachable container will be calculated in accordance with the following

formula:

(A*m) + ((B*cy)*m), where:

A = Trip rate

B = Volume rate

m = number of pickups per month

cy = number of cubic yards picked up at each collection

The following trip and volume rates will apply for uncompacted or compacted material:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Trip Rate $20.30 $20.60 $21.15 $21.70

Uncompacted Volume Rate $34.35 $34.85 $35.75 $36.70

Compacted Volume Rate $69.75 $70.80 $72.65 $74.55))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Trip Rate $21.70 $22.40 $23.15 $23.90

Uncompacted Volume Rate $36.70 $37.90 $39.15 $40.45

Compacted Volume Rate $74.55 $77.00 $79.55 $82.20

3. Pre-paid bag service. Customers located in specific areas designated by Seattle Public Utilities, and who

permanently store garbage containers in the right-of-way, will be required to subscribe to pre-paid bag service,

in lieu of detachable container service, for garbage and rubbish collection and disposal, subject to the following

charges:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

15 gallon bag $5.55 $5.65 $5.80 $5.95

30 gallon bag $7.90 $8.00 $8.20 $8.40))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

15 gallon bag $5.95 $6.15 $6.35 $6.55

30 gallon bag $8.40 $8.70 $9.00 $9.30
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Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

15 gallon bag $5.95 $6.15 $6.35 $6.55

30 gallon bag $8.40 $8.70 $9.00 $9.30

Customers required to subscribe to pre-paid bag garbage service may also subscribe to either residential can

curbside/alley compostable waste collection service per the terms of subsection ((21.40.050.A.8))

21.40.050.A.9 or pre-paid bag compostable waste collection service, at rates which shall be 32 percent less than

the rates specified above for pre-paid bag garbage collection. Yardwaste shall not be mixed with garbage,

refuse, or rubbish for disposal. Compostable waste service is optional.

Bags set out for collection that are not pre-paid shall be charged at the rate for extra bundles, per

subsection 21.40.070.A.6.

4. Special container pickup charges. Special collections will be charged at 130 percent of the rate

for a single pickup of the same size detachable container, per subsection 21.40.070.A.2.

5. Can-unit pickup rates. Customers receiving regularly scheduled can-unit pickup service for

one or more cans will be charged according to the following schedule:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Per 10-20 gallon can pickup $9.05 $9.20 $9.45 $9.70

Per 32 gallon can pickup $13.15 $13.35 $13.70 $14.05

Per 60-65 gallon can pickup $25.80 $26.20 $26.90 $27.60

Per 90-96 gallon can pickup $30.30 $30.75 $31.55 $32.35))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Per 10-20 gallon can pickup $9.70 $10.00 $10.35 $10.70

Per 32 gallon can pickup $14.05 $14.50 $15.00 $15.50

Per 60-65 gallon can pickup $27.60 $28.50 $29.45 $30.40

Per 90-96 gallon can pickup $32.35 $33.40 $34.50 $35.65

When a set number of units are serviced each week, the customer may be billed at a flat monthly collection
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charge equal to 4.33 times the applicable unit rate, times the number of units serviced each week.

Special collections will be charged at 130 percent of the rate for a single pickup of the same size

container, per the rates listed in this subsection 21.40.070.A.

6. Extra garbage and bulky waste collection. The charges for extra garbage collection will be

assessed per bundle. Any such charges will be in addition to the customer’s regular container collection service

charges.

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $13.05 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2023: $13.25 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2024: $13.60 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2025: $13.95 per bundle))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $13.95 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2026: $14.40 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2027: $14.90 per bundle

Effective April 1, 2028: $15.40 per bundle

Bulky waste and white goods pickup. Charges for the pickup of bulky waste and white goods, as

well as additional charges for items containing hazardous waste such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), shall be

billed as follows:

((Effective January 1, 2011

Bulky Waste/White Goods Pickup (per item) $30.00

Hazardous Waste Charge (per item) $8.00))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Bulky/White Goods Pickup (per

item)

$30.00 $31.00 $32.00 $33.00

Hazardous Waste Charge (per

item)

$8.00 $8.25 $8.55 $8.80
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7. Overload container charges. A container whose contents exceed 1 foot above the top of the container will be

charged at the applicable extra garbage collection rate, per subsection 21.40.070.A.6.

8. Drop box service rates. The following charges shall apply to commercial establishments

receiving drop box service for solid waste. Compostable waste container service rates shall be 32 percent less

than the corresponding rate for drop box service for solid waste (the basic service charge multiplied by 0.68).

The following price schedules shall apply for drop box service for both compacted and noncompacted

material:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Permanent Account Pickup

Up to 8 cu yd $191.90 $194.80 $199.85 $205.05

Over 8 cu yd $257.65 $261.50 $268.30 $275.30

Special/Temporary Pickup

Up to 8 cu yd $211.15 $214.30 $219.85 $225.55

Over 8 cu yd $283.40 $287.65 $295.15 $302.80

Monthly Account/Rental $133.45 $135.45 $138.95 $142.55))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Permanent Account Pickup

Up to 8 cu yd $205.05 $211.80 $218.80 $226.00

Over 8 cu yd $275.30 $284.40 $293.80 $303.50

Special/Temporary Pickup

Up to 8 cu yd $225.55 $233.00 $240.70 $248.65

Over 8 cu yd $302.80 $312.80 $323.10 $333.75

Monthly Account/Rental $142.55 $147.25 $152.10 $157.10

9. Ancillary and elective (A&E) service charges. The following charges shall apply to commercial

establishments receiving any of the A&E services listed in the table below:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs:

Can/Toter $32.35 $32.85 $33.70 $34.60

Detachable Container $38.85 $39.45 $40.50 $41.55

Drop Box (2-8 CY) $51.65 $52.40 $53.75 $55.15

Drop Box (10-40 CY) $80.95 $82.15 $84.30 $86.50

Pickup Ancillary Services:

Can/Cart Roll Out (>50 fit or

up/down stairs)

$3.30 $3.35 $3.45 $3.55

Roll Out, Container (<3 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Reposition, Container (>2 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Entering Secured Buildings $6.50 $6.60 $6.75 $6.95

Container Special Services:

Detachable Container Washing

and Steam Cleaning, per

Container

$48.55 $49.30 $50.60 $51.90

Drop Box Washing and Steam

Cleaning, per Drop Box

$64.65 $65.60 $67.30 $69.05

Can/Cart Pressure Washing $12.90 $13.10 $13.45 $13.80

Compactor/Drop Box Special Services:

Compactor Disconnect/Cycle $54.95 $55.75 $57.20 $58.70

Dry Run $113.20 $114.90 $117.90 $120.95

Other Ancillary Services:

Hourly Paid Special, Truck and

Driver

$291.10 $295.45 $303.15 $311.05

Hourly Paid Special, Swamper $96.90 $98.35 $100.90 $103.50))

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 10/10/2025Page 19 of 30

powered by Legistar™249

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: CB 121051, Version: 1

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs:

Can/Toter $32.35 $32.85 $33.70 $34.60

Detachable Container $38.85 $39.45 $40.50 $41.55

Drop Box (2-8 CY) $51.65 $52.40 $53.75 $55.15

Drop Box (10-40 CY) $80.95 $82.15 $84.30 $86.50

Pickup Ancillary Services:

Can/Cart Roll Out (>50 fit or

up/down stairs)

$3.30 $3.35 $3.45 $3.55

Roll Out, Container (<3 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Reposition, Container (>2 CY) $9.55 $9.70 $9.95 $10.20

Entering Secured Buildings $6.50 $6.60 $6.75 $6.95

Container Special Services:

Detachable Container Washing

and Steam Cleaning, per

Container

$48.55 $49.30 $50.60 $51.90

Drop Box Washing and Steam

Cleaning, per Drop Box

$64.65 $65.60 $67.30 $69.05

Can/Cart Pressure Washing $12.90 $13.10 $13.45 $13.80

Compactor/Drop Box Special Services:

Compactor Disconnect/Cycle $54.95 $55.75 $57.20 $58.70

Dry Run $113.20 $114.90 $117.90 $120.95

Other Ancillary Services:

Hourly Paid Special, Truck and

Driver

$291.10 $295.45 $303.15 $311.05

Hourly Paid Special, Swamper $96.90 $98.35 $100.90 $103.50))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs:

Can/Toter $34.60 $35.75 $36.95 $38.15

Detachable Container $41.55 $42.90 $44.30 $45.75

Drop Box (2-8 CY) $55.15 $56.95 $58.85 $60.80

Drop Box (10-40 CY) $86.50 $89.35 $92.30 $95.35

Pickup Ancillary Services:

Can/Cart Roll Out (>50 fit or

up/down stairs)

$3.55 $3.70 $3.85 $4.00

Roll Out, Container (<3 CY) $10.20 $10.55 $10.90 $11.25

Reposition, Container (>2 CY) $10.20 $10.55 $10.90 $11.25

Entering Secured Buildings $6.95 $7.20 $7.45 $7.70

Container Special Services:

Detachable Container Washing

and Steam Cleaning, per

Container

$51.90 $53.60 $55.35 $57.20

Drop Box Washing and Steam

Cleaning, per Drop Box

$69.05 $71.35 $73.70 $76.15

Can/Cart Pressure Washing $13.80 $14.25 $14.70 $15.20

Compactor/Drop Box Special Services:

Compactor

Disconnect/Reconnect Cycle

$58.70 $60.65 $62.65 $64.70

Dry Run $120.95 $124.95 $129.05 $133.30

Other Ancillary Services:

Hourly Paid Special, Truck and

Driver

$311.05 $321.30 $331.90 $342.85

Hourly Paid Special, Swamper $103.50 $106.90 $110.45 $114.10
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Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Deliveries/Pickups/Swap-outs:

Can/Toter $34.60 $35.75 $36.95 $38.15

Detachable Container $41.55 $42.90 $44.30 $45.75

Drop Box (2-8 CY) $55.15 $56.95 $58.85 $60.80

Drop Box (10-40 CY) $86.50 $89.35 $92.30 $95.35

Pickup Ancillary Services:

Can/Cart Roll Out (>50 fit or

up/down stairs)

$3.55 $3.70 $3.85 $4.00

Roll Out, Container (<3 CY) $10.20 $10.55 $10.90 $11.25

Reposition, Container (>2 CY) $10.20 $10.55 $10.90 $11.25

Entering Secured Buildings $6.95 $7.20 $7.45 $7.70

Container Special Services:

Detachable Container Washing

and Steam Cleaning, per

Container

$51.90 $53.60 $55.35 $57.20

Drop Box Washing and Steam

Cleaning, per Drop Box

$69.05 $71.35 $73.70 $76.15

Can/Cart Pressure Washing $13.80 $14.25 $14.70 $15.20

Compactor/Drop Box Special Services:

Compactor

Disconnect/Reconnect Cycle

$58.70 $60.65 $62.65 $64.70

Dry Run $120.95 $124.95 $129.05 $133.30

Other Ancillary Services:

Hourly Paid Special, Truck and

Driver

$311.05 $321.30 $331.90 $342.85

Hourly Paid Special, Swamper $103.50 $106.90 $110.45 $114.10

10. Disposal fee for MSW and processing fee for compostable waste drop box service. Disposal fees for MSW

drop box service shall be assessed on each MSW drop box load at the rates set forth below, measured on a per

tip basis rounded to the next highest 0.01 ton.

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $219.75 per ton

Effective April 1, 2023: $223.05 per ton

Effective April 1, 2024: $228.85 per ton

Effective April 1, 2025: $234.80 per ton))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $234.80 per ton

Effective April 1, 2026: $242.55 per ton

Effective April 1, 2027: $250.55 per ton

Effective April 1, 2028: $258.80 per ton

Processing fees for compostable waste drop box service shall be assessed on each compostable

waste drop box load and measured on a per tip basis rounded to the next highest 0.01 ton. Charges for this

service shall be as follows:

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $110.00 per ton
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Effective April 1, 2023: $111.65 per ton

Effective April 1, 2024: $114.55 per ton

Effective April 1, 2025: $117.55 per ton))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $117.55 per ton

Effective April 1, 2026: $121.45 per ton

Effective April 1, 2027: $125.45 per ton

Effective April 1, 2028: $129.60 per ton

11. Payment of charges-Delinquency and lien

a. Collection and disposal charges shall be against the premises served, and when such

charges have not been paid within 90 days after billing, service shall be discontinued and the charges may

constitute a lien against the premises served. Notice of the City’s lien specifying the amount due and the period

covered and giving the legal description of the premises sought to be charged may be filed with the County

Auditor within the time required and may be foreclosed in the manner and within the time prescribed for liens

for labor and material, as authorized by RCW 35.21.140.

b. Penalty interest at the rate of 12 percent per year, computed monthly, shall be added to

collection and disposal charges that become delinquent. Penalty interest shall be imposed on all such charges

that remain unpaid 30 days after their bill date and shall continue until such charges are paid.

* * *

Section 4. Section 21.40.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126689, is

amended as follows:

21.40.080 Recycling and disposal station rates

A. Basic rates

The following charges will apply at the City’s recycling and disposal stations.

The per ton rate, subject to the minimum charge, will apply to all vehicles.

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective  April 1,

2023

Recyclables No Charge No Charge

Garbage per ton $157 $165

minimum rate $33 $35

Yard Waste per ton $119 $125

minimum rate $23 $24

Wood Waste per ton $119 $125

minimum rate $22 $24

Tires (maximum of four per load)per load $14 $15

Appliances (maximum of two per load)per appliance $30 $32

per appliance if included

with garbage

$8 $9))
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((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective  April 1,

2023

Recyclables No Charge No Charge

Garbage per ton $157 $165

minimum rate $33 $35

Yard Waste per ton $119 $125

minimum rate $23 $24

Wood Waste per ton $119 $125

minimum rate $22 $24

Tires (maximum of four per load)per load $14 $15

Appliances (maximum of two per load)per appliance $30 $32

per appliance if included

with garbage

$8 $9))

Effective

through

March 31,

2026

Effective  April 1,

2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Recyclables* No Charge No Charge No Charge No Charge

Garbage per ton $165 $174 $183 $193

minimum rate$35 $37 $39 $41

Yard Wasteper ton $125 $132 $139 $146

minimum rate$24 $25 $27 $28

Wood Wasteper ton $125 $132 $139 $146

minimum rate$24 $25 $27 $28

Tires

(maximum of

four per load)

per load $15 $16 $17 $18

Appliances

(maximum of

two per load)

per appliance$32 $34 $36 $38

per appliance if

included with

garbage

$9 $9 $10 $11

*Contaminant-free clean recyclables

* * *
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D. Charitable organizations reusing goods

1. Qualified charitable organizations shall be charged on an ongoing basis, rather than on an

occasional or incidental basis, for the disposal of refuse generated within Seattle only, that is deposited at City

recycling and disposal stations, at the following rates.

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $89.50 per ton

Effective April 1, 2023: $94.00 per ton))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $94.00 per ton

Effective April 1, 2026: $99.20 per ton

Effective April 1, 2027: $104.30 per ton

Effective April 1, 2028: $110.00 per ton

2. Qualified charitable organizations may dispose of white goods at no charge under the

following conditions:

a. White goods must be delivered directly to the City’s selected vendor for white good

processing (“vendor”).

b. By the tenth of each month, the qualified charitable organization must provide Seattle

Public Utilities with dated receipts from the vendor for all of the white goods disposed of in the previous

month.

c. The number of white goods disposed of in a calendar year may not exceed the average

the number of white goods delivered to City recycling and disposal stations by the qualified charitable

organization in 1997 and 1998. If the ((above)) conditions listed in subsections 21.40.080.D.2.a and

21.40.080.D.2.b are not met or if limits set forth in this subsection 21.40.080.D.2.c are exceeded, qualified

charitable organizations shall be charged at a per-unit rate equal to that established by contract between the City

and its selected vendor.

3. For purposes of this subsection 21.40.080.D, a charitable organization shall be considered a
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qualified charitable organization if found by the General Manager/CEO of Seattle Public Utilities, or the

General Manager/CEO’s authorized agent, after application by such organization to the General Manager/CEO,

to:

a. Be a credit customer of Seattle Public Utilities;

b. Be a nonprofit charitable organization recognized as such by the Internal Revenue

Service; and

c. Be engaged, as a primary form of its doing business, in processing abandoned goods

for resale or reuse.

* * *

H. The Seattle Housing Authority shall be charged for the disposal of up to 5,800 tons per calendar year

of refuse that is deposited at City recycling and disposal stations, at the following rates.

((Effective through March 31, 2023: $89.50 per ton

Effective April 1, 2023: $94.00 per ton))

Effective through March 31, 2026: $94.00 per ton

Effective April 1, 2026: $99.20 per ton

Effective April 1, 2027: $104.30 per ton

Effective April 1, 2028: $110.00 per ton

If the actual tons delivered in a calendar year exceed this maximum, the Seattle Housing Authority shall

be charged the per ton rate for refuse set forth in subsection 21.40.080.A for the additional tons.

* * *

Section 5. Subsection 21.40.085.A of the Seattle Municipal Code, which section was last amended by

Ordinance 125985, is amended as follows:

21.40.085 Commercial railyard rate

A. Nonresidential, non-contract solid waste generated within the City and directed by the City to the
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Argo Yard or its successor facility for transport and disposal shall be charged at the following rates per ton, with

the specified total minimum charges per disposal:

((Effective date Per ton rate Total minimum charge

Effective through March 31, 2023 $140.55 $3,511.80

April 1, 2023 $142.70 $3,567.50

April 1, 2024 $146.45 $3,661.25

April 1, 2025 $150.30 $3,757.50))

Effective date Per ton rate Total minimum charge

Effective through March 31, 2026 $150.30 $3,757.50

April 1, 2026 $155.30 $3,881.50

April 1, 2027 $160.45 $4,009.60

April 1, 2028 $165.75 $4,141.95

* * *

Section 6. Subsection 21.76.040.B of the Seattle Municipal Code, which section was last amended by

Ordinance 126909, is amended as follows:

21.76.040 Rate discounts

* * *

B. Solid waste. Certified customers billed directly for Seattle Public Utilities solid waste services shall

receive a rate discount equal to 0.5 times the total current residential garbage can or detachable container and

compostable waste collection charges. Certified customers who pay for solid waste services indirectly through

their rent shall receive the following rate credits based on type of collection service and consistent with Section

21.76.050:

((Effective through

March 31, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2023

Effective

April 1, 2024

Effective

April 1, 2025

Garbage can customers $21.10 $21.40 $21.95 $22.50

Detachable container customers $17.20 $17.45 $17.90 $18.35

Yard waste customers $6.80 $6.90 $7.10 $7.30))

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Garbage can customers $22.50 $23.25 $24.00 $24.80

Detachable container customers $18.35 $18.95 $19.60 $20.25

Yard waste customers $7.30 $7.55 $7.80 $8.05

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 10/10/2025Page 26 of 30

powered by Legistar™256

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: CB 121051, Version: 1

Effective through

March 31, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2026

Effective

April 1, 2027

Effective

April 1, 2028

Garbage can customers $22.50 $23.25 $24.00 $24.80

Detachable container customers $18.35 $18.95 $19.60 $20.25

Yard waste customers $7.30 $7.55 $7.80 $8.05

* * *

Section 7. Section 21.36.010 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 122446, is

amended as follows:

21.36.010 Definitions A-B((.))

* * *

7. "Asbestos material" means any material containing at least one (((1))) percent asbestos ((as

determined by polarized light microscopy using the Interim Method of the Determination of Asbestos in Bulk

Insulation Samples contained in Appendix A of Subpart F in 40 C.F.R. Part 763)), unless it can be

demonstrated that the material does not release asbestos fibers when crumbled, pulverized or otherwise

disturbed.

8. "Asbestos-containing waste material" means any waste that contains asbestos. This term includes

asbestos waste from control devices, contaminated clothing, asbestos waste material, materials used to enclose

the work area during an asbestos project, and bags or containers that previously contained asbestos.

9. “Battery bag” means a 1 gallon plastic bag containing household batteries commonly used in

household items such as remote controls, flashlights, clocks, toys, smoke detectors, cameras, and cordless

phones.

* * *

13. "Bundle-of-yardwaste" means (("))yardwaste((" defined in Section 21.36.016)) that is placed in a

container or securely tied so that none of the ((material)) yardwaste blows away or falls out upon lifting and so

that ((it)) the yardwaste is not easily broken apart. Its longest dimension may not exceed ((four ()) 4 (())) feet in
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length; its diameter may not be over ((two ()) 2 (())) feet; and its weight may not exceed ((sixty ()) 60 (()))

pounds.

Section 8. Section 21.36.012 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 122844, is

amended as follows:

21.36.012 Definitions C-E ((.))

* * *

18. "Dangerous waste" means those solid wastes designated in WAC 173-303-070 through WAC ((

173-303-103)) 173-303-102 as dangerous or extremely hazardous waste.

* * *

25. "Electronics" means items no greater than 2 feet by 2 feet by 2 feet such as household batteries,

televisions, computer equipment, radios, calculators, video and audio equipment, phones, cameras, and similar

electronic devices ((which)) , that contain circuit boards. Electronics are ((further defined)) classified as ((

"hand-held" Electronics, which are Electronics that are)) : hand-held if they are held in the hand, such as

phones, cameras, and hand-held music players((, etc)); (("screened" Electronics, which are Electronics with

screens)) screened if they contain screens, such as ((TV's,)) televisions and computer monitors((, etc.)); and ((

"other" Electronics which are Electronics that)) other if they are not held-held or screened, such as ((CPU's))

CPUs, keyboards, table radios, and DVD players((, etc)). Electronics do not include speakers, small appliances,

or other household products.

* * *

Section 9. Section 21.36.016 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 122842, is

amended as follows:

21.36.016 Definitions R-Z((.))

* * *

15. "Special ((Event Service)) event service" means services requiring container and/or drop box
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delivery and pickup at events ((which)) that serve the general public with a duration of one (((1))) week or less,

and which are not part of a series of events sponsored by the same customer. Examples of qualifying events

include Bumbershoot, Folklife, and Seafair. Payment for services will include daily rental, time rates, disposal

charges ((as well as)) , and applicable taxes.

16. “Special items box” means a box no greater than 2 feet by 2 feet by 2 feet for multiple small special

items (electronics, household batteries, small appliances, etc.) with a maximum weight limit of 60 pounds.

* * *

Section 10. This ordinance does not affect any existing right acquired or liability or obligation incurred

under the sections amended or repealed in this ordinance or under any rule or order adopted under those

sections, nor does it affect any proceeding instituted under those sections.

Section 11. The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and severable. The invalidity of

any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this ordinance, or the invalidity of its

application to any person or circumstance, does not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the

validity of its application to other persons or circumstances.

Section 12. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 1.04.020

and 1.04.070.

Passed by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2025, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council
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Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this ____day of _______________, 2025.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE 

Department: Dept. Contact: CBO Contact: 

Seattle Public Utilities Spencer Huang Akshay Iyengar 

 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the solid waste system of Seattle Public 

Utilities; revising rates and charges for solid waste services; revising credits to low-income 

customers for solid waste services; and amending Sections 21.36.010, 21.36.012, 21.36.016, 

21.40.050, 21.40.060, 21.40.070, 21.40.080, 21.40.085, and 21.76.040 of the Seattle Municipal 

Code. 

 

Summary and Background of the Legislation: The ordinance would adjust Seattle Public 

Utilities’ solid waste rates on April 1st of 2026, 2027, and 2028. Rate adjustments were last 

approved in 2022 for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025. The ordinance proposes the following 

increases to most residential and commercial solid waste rates on April 1st of each year: 3.3% in 

2026, 3.3% in 2027, and 3.3% in 2028. Transfer station rates will be increased on April 1st of 

each year: 5.2% in 2026, 5.2% in 2027, and 5.2% in 2028.   

 

The proposed rate increases would fund operating expenses, completion of planned capital 

projects, and account for uncertainty during the rate period. The proposed rate adjustments are 

consistent with the average overall rate path of 4.7% per year as approved by the City Council 

through the Seattle Public Utilities Strategic Business Plan in 2024.This legislation also adjusts 

credits for low-income customers through the Utility Discount Program (UDP). 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?   Yes  No  
 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City?   Yes  No 

 

Revenue Change ($); 

General Fund 

2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 

$0 $903,586 $929,520 $956,219 

Revenue Change ($); 

Other Funds 

2025 2026 est. 2027 est. 2028 est. 

$0 $6,903,893 $12,273,508 $10,391,385 

 

3.a. Appropriations 

 

 This legislation adds, changes, or deletes appropriations. 
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3.b. Revenues/Reimbursements 

 This legislation adds, changes, or deletes revenues or reimbursements. 
 

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement Resulting from This Legislation: 

Fund Name and Number Dept Revenue Source 

2025  

Revenue  

2026  

Estimated 

Revenue 

General Fund   No Change $903,586 

SWF – 45010 SPU Rates No Change $6,903,893 

TOTAL  $7,807,479 

 

Revenue/Reimbursement Notes: 2026 revenues are estimates.  

 

3.c. Positions 

 This legislation adds, changes, or deletes positions. 
 

3.d. Other Impacts 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle, including direct or 

indirect, one-time or ongoing costs, that are not included in Sections 3.a through 3.c? If so, 

please describe these financial impacts. 

Several City departments incur solid waste costs. These costs will change commensurate with the 

rate changes proposed in this legislation. 
 

If the legislation has costs, but they can be absorbed within existing operations, please 

describe how those costs can be absorbed. The description should clearly describe if the 

absorbed costs are achievable because the department had excess resources within their 

existing budget or if by absorbing these costs the department is deprioritizing other work 

that would have used these resources.  

N/A. 

 

Please describe any financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation. 

The Solid Waste Fund would not fully recover the cost of its business operations and meet its 

financial policy targets. 

Please describe how this legislation may affect any City departments other than the 

originating department. 

Several City departments incur solid waste costs.  These costs will change commensurate with 

the rate changes proposed in this legislation. Utility Tax payments to the general fund will 

increase. 
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4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? No 

b. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? Yes.  RCW 35.21.157 requires cities that contract for the 

collection of solid waste, or provide for the collection of solid waste directly, notify the 

public of proposed rate increases. 

 

c. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? No. 

 

d. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative.  

 

i. How does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities? How did you arrive at this conclusion? In your response please 

consider impacts within City government (employees, internal programs) as well 

as in the broader community. 

This legislation includes increased funding to the Utility Discount Program that 

provides rate relief to low-income customers. 

 

ii. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses in the 

development and/or assessment of the legislation. 

 

iii. What is the Language Access Plan for any communications to the public? 

SPU does extensive outreach for the Strategic Business Plan. The rate path in this 

legislation is consistent with the rate path outlined in the SBP. SBP outreach includes 

a significant Ethnic Media component with in-language advertising targeting Spanish, 

Chinese, Korean, and Somali speakers. 

 

e. Climate Change Implications  

 

i. Emissions: How is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions 

in a material way? Please attach any studies or other materials that were used to 

inform this response. 

N/A. 

 

ii. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If 

so, explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what 

will or could be done to mitigate the effects. 

N/A. 

 

263



Spencer Huang  
SPU 2026-2028 Solid Waste Rates SUM 

D1b 

4 
Template last revised: December 9, 2024 

f. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)? What mechanisms will be used 

to measure progress towards meeting those goals? 

N/A. 

 

g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP project that involves a shared financial 

commitment with a non-City partner agency or organization?  

N/A. 

 

5. ATTACHMENTS 

 

Summary Attachments: 

Summary Exhibit A – 2026-2028 Solid Waste Rate Study 
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PREFACE - STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN COMPARISON 

Seattle City Council Resolution 32136, passed September 3, 2024, adopted a six-year Strategic Business 

Plan (SBP) for Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) which guides utility investments, service levels, and rate paths 

through 2030. While not a formal rate package, the SBP does give guidance and create accountability for 

the rate setting process. Table 0-1 compares the overall solid waste increases for 2026-2028 proposed 

as part of this legislation with those in the SBP. 

Table 0-1 Comparison of Overall Solid Waste Weighted Average Rate Increases, 2026-2028 

 2026 2027 2028 

Strategic Business Plan 3.1% 3.4% 3.4% 

Proposed  3.2% 3.5% 3.5% 

    

During this time, there have been changes to the proposed increases on an annual basis, but the total 

increases during the overall 2026-2028 rate period stay relatively unchanged.  
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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) provides solid waste services to residences and businesses in the City of 

Seattle (“City”) through the Solid Waste Fund (SWF).  It is supported almost entirely by utility fee 

revenue.  Solid waste customers are either billed by SPU (residential customers) or by collection 

contractors (commercial customers). Contractors pick up garbage, recyclables, and organics from 

residences and business and deliver garbage and organics to SPU’s transfer stations and recyclables to a 

contractor recycling facility in SODO. SPU transfers garbage from the transfer stations to a railhead for 

transport to a contracted disposal site in Oregon. Organics are either picked up by processing 

contractors or delivered by SPU to contractor-owned sites. In addition, SPU, through the SWF, oversees 

the City’s Clean City program, provides conservation programs and outreach, oversees hazardous waste 

disposal programs in conjunction with King County, and maintains and rehabilitates historic landfill sites. 

Residential and commercial rates were last increased by 1.5 percent on April 1, 2023, 2.6 percent on 

April 1, 2024, and 2.6 percent on April 1, 2025 as part of the 2023-2025 Solid Waste Rate Study. Transfer 

Station rates last increased by 5.1 percent on April 1, 2023. 

Key elements of the current rate proposal include: 

1. Shifting Demand: Solid waste demand has gradually shifted back to pre-COVID-19 pandemic levels. 

Residential and commercial demand have recovered since 2022, showing strong resiliency. The 

current projections for solid waste demand during the rate study period continue to project stable 

revenues as well as accounting for the shift to multifamily housing. 

2. Update to Major Contracts: The utility has two major contracts that need to be renewed during 

this rate period: recycling processing in 2027 and long-haul disposal in 2028. Due to the current 

macroeconomic setting and additional improvements requested, SPU anticipates both new 

contracts to come with cost increases. 

3. Completion of Major Capital Facilities: During this rate period, SPU will commence, build, and 

enter service phase two of the South Transfer Station. The impact on rates of higher capital 

spending is substantially offset by the availability of high cash reserves entering the rate period. 

4. Redemption of Outstanding Debt: SPU developed a plan in 2023, identifying an opportunity for 

savings through debt retirement. Assuming proper market conditions, $131 million in cash will be 

used from 2024-2029 to retire the SWF’s outstanding debt by 2030, resulting in interest savings of 

almost $30 million. 

 

1.1  Rate Drivers 

Changes in Demand Forecast 

Customer counts and subscription levels affect revenues and costs.  The impact on rates is incorporated 

into the tables below.  
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Contracts, Operations and Maintenance, and Taxes 

The current inflationary environment is accompanied by higher contract expense. Contract costs are 

expected to increase with demand in addition to inflation.  For this study, the City’s inflationary 

estimates are utilized.  By 2026 contract expenses are expected to be $152.0 million, a $6.4 million 

increase from the prior year. O&M in 2026 is expected to be $65.9 million, a $4.0 million increase from 

2025 projections. Total taxes paid will rise slightly as revenues increase. 

Capital Financing 

Annual capital financing expense is projected to be relatively high during this rate period, with large 

capital projects entering the construction phase. Current projections are $19.8 million in 2026, $21.2 

million in 2027, and $14.4 million in 2028, with exclusive use of operating cash to fund expenses for the 

rate period. Cash reserves will be used to finance the CIP through the rate period (see Other Funding 

Sources below). 

Other Funding Sources 

Other funding sources include asset sales, recycling commodity revenue, miscellaneous revenues, Rate 

Stabilization Fund (RSF) withdrawals, and cash contributions. Cash reserves built up during the prior rate 

period combined with excess revenues generated by meeting the debt service coverage ratio (DSC) 

binding constraints will be used to fund capital expense. There are no RSF transactions anticipated 

during the 2026-2028 period. Recycling commodity revenue has recovered since the 2018 recycling ban 

and the Covid-19 period, and stable commodity rates are expected to continue throughout the 

proposed rate study period. 

Special Item Pickup Service 

Seattle Public Utilities will introduce a new special item pickup service during the next rate period to 

expand solid waste offerings and support landfill diversion, as well as enforcing electronic waste and 

battery bans. The service will roll out in phases to allow time for customer outreach, billing system 

updates, and contractor capacity planning. In 2026, residential customers will receive one special item 

box and one battery collection bag. In 2027, the service will expand to include one large electronics box 

and one bulky furniture pickup. These services will be provided at no additional cost and are included in 

the current rates proposed.  
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1.2 Rate, Bill, and Financial Performance Impacts 

Table 1-1 presents the change in the revenue requirement and the monthly impact of rate increases on 

typical residential can customers, a selection of dumpster customers, and self-haul customers.   

The rate study proposes equal increases across residential and commercial rates of 3.3 percent on April 

1, 2026; 3.3 percent on April 1, 2027; and 3.3 percent on April 1, 2028. Transfer station rates are 

proposed to increase 5.2 percent on April 1, 2026; 5.2 percent on April 1, 2027; and 5.2 percent on April 

1, 2028.  

Because the rate increase is only in effect for nine months of the year, an increase weighted for the April 

effective date is used. See Table 1-1. 

 

Table 1-1: Proposed Solid Waste Revenue Requirements and Bill Impacts 

  
2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Rate Revenue Requirement 
$254.5  $263.5  $276.7  $288.1  

($ millions) 

     

Sample Bills     

Single-Family $59.35  $61.30  $63.30  $65.40  

32 gallon garbage, 96 gallon yardwaste, 96 gallon recycling 

 

Multi-Family $683  $706  $729  $753  

3 cubic yard detach, 96 gallon foodwaste, 3 cubic yard recycling, typical of a 30 unit building 

Commercial $610  $630  $651  $672  

3 cubic yard detach, option recycling, typical of a busy coffee shop or medium size restaurant 

Self-Haul, per ton $165  $174  $183  $193  

Self-Haul, minimum fee $35  $37  $39  $41  

     

Rate Increases     

Weighted Average  3.2% 3.5% 3.5% 

April 1, Residential/Commercial  3.3% 3.3% 3.3% 

April 1, Transfer Stations   5.2% 5.2% 5.2% 

 

Solid Waste Fund (SWF) financial performance is projected to continue to remain stable during the 

proposed rate period. The proposed rate increases will continue to maintain this financial strength while 
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providing the lowest rates possible. Table 1-2 displays the current and projected financial performance 

for the SWF. 

Table 1-1: SWF Financial Policy Performance 2024-2029 ($ millions) 

Policy Target 
2024 

Actual 

2025 

Projected 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

2029 

Estimated 

Net Income Generally Positive $62.5  $27.3  $17.7 

  

$7.8  $0.5  $0.2  

           

Debt Service 

Coverage 

1.7 (w Credit for Taxes) 
8.10 12.69 16.15 14.29 13.50 13.62 

 1.5 (w/o Credit for 

Taxes) 
5.64 7.05 7.87 5.78 4.77 4.84 

           

Cash Balance Year 

End 

Year-End Balance: 
$194.7  $184.2  $180.4  $171.5  $165.1  $145.0  

 20 days contract expense $7.6  $8.0  $8.3  $9.0  $9.6  $10.0  

 45 days operating 

expense 
$27.2  $30.5  $31.8  $33.8  $35.6  $36.9  

           

Cash Financing of 

CIP 

10% or $2.5M ($2003) 
$7.3  $20.8  $19.8  $21.2  $14.4  $21.3  

 Minimum $4.1  $4.3  $4.4  $4.6  $4.7  $4.9  
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 INTRODUCTION 

SPU finances the acquisition, operation, and maintenance of Seattle’s solid waste system through the 

Solid Waste Fund (SWF). As an enterprise fund, the SWF functions like a self-supporting business that 

must generate operating revenues, predominately through user charges (rates), set to be sufficient to 

cover all operating costs and meet financial policy targets. This document provides a summary of the 

2026-2028 Solid Waste Rate Study and outlines the financial and policy issues that go into calculating 

solid waste rates. The Solid Waste Comprehensive Plan, available on SPU’s website, provides more 

information about the solid waste system in general. 

2.1 Ratemaking Process Overview 

The following diagram displays the phases involved in the development of solid waste rates: 

 

Chapter 3 of this document discusses Phase 1 (Revenue Requirement). Chapter 4 addresses Phase 2 

(Cost Allocation), while chapters 5 and 6 discuss Demand and Rate Design, which are included in Phase 

3.  

2.2 Rate Setting Objectives 

To set rates, SPU considers several factors to help evaluate policy and rate design decisions under 

consideration.  

 Revenue Requirement:  Solid waste rates should be sufficient to meet the SWF’s revenue 

requirement. 

 Equity:  Rates should reflect a fair apportionment of the different costs of providing service 

among groups of customers. 

 Customer Payment of Cost of Service: Each customer class should generate sufficient revenue 

to cover both direct and indirect costs of service to the customer class over time. 

 Conservation: The rate structure should encourage waste reduction and recycling activities. 
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 Rate Stability: The rate structure and level should be changed in an orderly manner over time. 

 Customer Understanding: The rate structure should be clear and understandable to the 

customer. 

 Financial Stability: Revenue recovery from rates and other revenue sources should ensure 

financial stability, consistent with financial policies of the City. 

 System and Administrative Costs: The rate structures should minimize long and short-term 

administrative costs, including customer service, billing, and contract administration. 

 Rate Impact Mitigation: Mitigation of the impacts of solid waste rate increases to certain 

customers based on social or economic factors may be considered and implemented. 

2.3 Financial Policy Overview 

Financial policies provide a guiding framework for rate setting for the solid waste utility. These policies 

represent a balance between the competing goals of fiscal conservatism through higher rates today and 

minimizing these same rates by spreading costs over time to future ratepayers. The direct effect of the 

policies is to determine the level at which solid waste rates shall be set, given estimated costs and 

demand, and to define the general manner in which the capital improvement program is to be financed.  

The indirect effects of the policies are to: 

 Shape the financial profile that the SWF presents to lenders and other members of the financial 

community; 

 Establish the SWF’s exposure to financial risk; and 

 Allocate the SWF’s costs between current and future ratepayers. 

The current SWF financial policies were adopted by City Council in 2004 by Resolution 30695, except for 

the debt service coverage without credit for taxes policy which was adopted by Council in 2014 by 

Resolution 31516.  The policies and associated targets are as follows: 

Financial Policy Rate Impacts 

In any future year, the minimum revenue requirement is the lowest amount of revenue necessary to 

simultaneously satisfy all financial policies in that year. Typically, rates are set to just meet all financial 

policies in each year, with the financial target requiring the most revenue defined as the binding 

constraint. For the current rate study, however, rates are set to keep rate increases relatively smooth 

over the three-year path. As a result, additional revenue is generated in 2026-2028 which is then used to 

increase cash financing of the capital program and pay off outstanding debt. Positive net income is 

projected to become the binding constraint in 2028. 

Net Income 

SPU targets generally positive net income. Positive net income is a contingency against projection 

variances and uncertainties regarding revenues.  It is also a signal to bond rating agencies that the City is 

committed to establishing fees that cover costs. 

Debt Service Coverage Ratio 

A high debt service coverage ratio (DSC) assures that enough revenue is available to cover both debt 

payment obligations and ongoing operations. 
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The SWF has two coverage targets associated with two calculation methodologies: 

 1.7 times debt service cost in each year, with credit for City taxes 

 1.5 times debt service cost in each year, without credit for City taxes 

The second policy was approved in 2014 to preserve the SWF’s bond rating as the fund proceeded 

through its cyclical capital investment cycle. Under this policy, revenue used to pay taxes to the City is 

not considered available for making debt service payments. Under the bond covenant however, City 

taxes are subservient to debt payments.  

Operating Cash Balance 

The base policy is to maintain an operating cash balance of at least 20 days contract expense, sufficient 

cash on hand to pay operating expenses, taking into account the lag between cash disbursements and 

cash receipts, and to provide a reserve against projection variances. For 2024, the last year with actuals, 

contract costs for collection, transfer, and processing of solid waste were $139.2 million, resulting in a 

20 days cash target of $7.6 million. In 2026 the cash target is projected to be $8.3 million. 

Since 2015 SPU has sought to maintain higher year-end SWF cash balances on a planning basis, 

equivalent to 45 days of operating expense. The expectation is that this higher cash balance, combined 

with the more stringent debt service coverage ratio described above, will enable the SWF to better 

maintain its bond rating and will provide flexibility in case of financial hardship or major policy changes. 

Under this unofficial policy, the cash target for 2024 was $27.2 million. The projected cash target for 

2026 is $31.7 million.  

Cash Contribution to the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 

The Cash-to-CIP policy mandates a cash contribution to capital investment that is the greater of 10 

percent of total CIP or $2.5 million in 2003 dollars (as adopted by Resolution 30695 in 2004). This policy 

mitigates rapid increase in debt and maintains a minimum investment into the system. The 2024 (last 

year of actuals) target, inflated from 2003 dollars, was $4.1 million. The 2026 target, the first year of the 

new rate period, is $4.4 million. SPU proposes, however, to maintain higher cash contribution levels to 

keep debt service coverage obligations low. Sufficient cash reserves and available revenue exist to 

finance the entirety of the 2026-2028 CIP without incurring any additional debt. 
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 REVENUE REQUIREMENT 

The Rates Revenue Requirement is the total revenue to be recovered each year from direct service 

rates.  Rates revenues, together with other funding sources (operating cash reserves and non-rates 

revenues), cover Solid Waste system cash expenses and meet the SWF’s financial policy requirements 

(see Section 3).   

Table 3-1 summarizes changes in the components of the SWF rates revenue requirement from 2025 to 

2028. The 2025 revenue requirement is from the 2023-2025 rate study and any changes represent 

changes from the assumptions made when the last rate study was completed.   

Table 3-1: Components of the Change in the Solid Waste Revenue Requirement ($ millions) 

  2025 2026 2027 2028 

  Adopted Proposed Change Proposed Change Proposed Change 

Expenditures ($M)        

Operations & Maintenance (O&M)        

Contracts O&M 145.5  152.0  6.4  164.2  12.2  175.0  10.9  

Other O&M 60.9  65.9  5.0  68.5  2.6  71.3  2.7  

Total O&M 206.5  217.9  11.4  232.7  14.8  246.3  13.6  

        

Taxes 34.5  40.4  5.8  41.4  1.1  42.6  1.2  

        

Capital Financing        

Cash Financing (Target) 4.1  4.4  0.4  4.6  0.2  4.7  0.2  

Cash Financing (Additional) 20.5  15.4  (5.2) 16.6  1.3  9.7  (7.0) 

Debt Service 14.6  4.2  (10.4) 4.2  (0.0) 4.2  0.0  

Total Capital Financing 39.2  24.0  (15.2) 25.4  1.4  18.6  (6.8) 

        

Other Financial Policies 0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  (0.0) (0.0) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Total SWF Funding Requirement 280.2  282.2  2.0  299.5  17.3  307.5  8.0  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Other Funding Sources        

Prior Year Operating Cash (16.3) (3.9) 12.5  (8.8) (4.9) (6.4) 2.4  

RSF Deposit (Withdrawal) 0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  

Non-Rates Revenue (9.4) (16.9) (7.5) (17.0) (0.1) (17.0) 0.0  

Total Other Funding Sources (25.7) (20.8) 4.9  (25.8) (5.0) (23.4) 2.4  

        

Net Rates Revenue Requirement 254.5  261.4  6.9  273.7  12.3  284.1  10.4  
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2025 may not match documents included with the 2023-2025 Rate Study or SBP. Categories have been adjusted to be comparable to Proposed 

rates. 
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The expenditures section of Table 3-1 presents the operating fund cash spending components that make 

up the SWF Funding Requirement.  The Other Financial Policies section of the table presents any 

additional revenues required to meet policy targets in excess of cash expense. The Other Funding 

Sources section presents non-rates sources of funding which reduce what must be recovered through 

direct service rates, the reduction being represented as a negative contribution to the net revenue 

requirement.   

Under the current proposal, the SWF rates net revenue requirement rises from $254.5 million in 2025 to 

$261.4 million in 2026, with annual increases of $6.9 million in 2026, $12.3 million in 2027, and $10.4 

million in 2028. Expenditure increases are driven primarily by increased contract expense and, to a 

lesser degree, increased tax expense. 2026 branch O&M, or SPU’s expenses for equipment, salaries, etc., 

is up $5.0 million from 2025 adopted rates, with additional largely inflationary increases in 2027 and 

2028. 

Capital Financing decreases over the rate study period due to a declining debt service schedule on 

existing bonds. No additional bonds are expected.  

The following sections include more detailed descriptions of the components of change in the rates 

revenue requirement.  

3.1 Operations and Maintenance (O&M) 

Adopted 2025 rates assumed $145.5 million in contract O&M. Inflation is the key driver in contract and 

other O&M increases. 

Contracts O&M consists of payments to solid waste collections and landfill contractors. In addition to 

the introduction of the special item pickup service, SPU anticipates a new contract for recycling 

processing in 2027 and a new contract for long haul disposal in 2028. 

“Other O&M” consists of expenses required to maintain the solid waste system as well as the solid 

waste system’s share of the City and SPU’s overall administrative expenses (i.e., finance, customer 

service, etc.). O&M does not include debt service or taxes, which are discussed below.  
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3.2 Taxes   

Table 3-2 presents the projected change in SWF tax expense between 2025 and 2028. SWF tax expenses 

include state and city taxes on revenues and City tonnage taxes (transfer tax).  

Table 3-1: Taxes ($ millions) 

 

2025 

Projected 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Solid Waste Utility Tax     

Solid Waste Utility Tax 28.2 29.0 29.9 30.8 

Tonnage Tax 
5.9 5.9 

6.0 6.0 

Total City Taxes 34.0 34.9 35.9 36.8 

     

State B&O Tax 5.2 5.2 5.4 5.6 

     

Total Taxes 39.2 40.2 41.2 42.4 

     

State Refuse Tax 7.2 7.5 7.7 8.0 

     

     

     

City and state revenue taxes increase with increased revenue. The City’s solid waste utility tax rate for 

the current proposal is planned at 14.2 percent, unchanged since April 1, 2017.  

The tonnage tax is a City-levied per-ton tax on non-recycled solid waste transferred for disposal in 

Seattle.  SPU pays the tax as both a collector of solid waste and an operator of a transfer station in the 

City. The tax is also paid by other entities for the non-contract tons they transfer within the City limits.  

The tax is paid to the City’s General Fund.  Solid waste rates are set to recover the cost of paying the 

tonnage taxes to the City.  

Since 2005, the SWF has classified state refuse tax expense as a payable rather than an expense.  As 

such, these taxes (both the expense and the revenue associated with them) are not included on the SWF 

income statement included in Appendix A Statement of Operating Results.  This procedure has no effect 

on the net income of SWF, as both revenue and expense are reduced equally.  However, these taxes are 

included in Table 3-2 for informational purposes. 
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3.3 Capital Financing Expense 

Solid waste system capital projects are funded through a combination of operating cash and debt. SPU is 

planning to fully finance CIP with operating cash through the rate period.  Projects in this timeline 

include the construction of the South Recycling Center, the South Park remediation project, and the 

SWF’s shared portion of City-wide shared cost projects such as IT upgrades. Total planned capital 

spending for the rate period is $55 million. 

Annual capital financing expense stays steady at around $20 million in 2026, $21 million in 2027, and 

$14 million in 2028.  

Table 3-3 presents capital spending (CIP) and financing assumptions during the rate period and how this 

financing impacts rates. 

Table 3-2: Change in Cash Financing of the CIP ($ millions) 

 
2025 

Adopted 

Adopted 

 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Total CIP $20.8 $19.8 $21.2 $14.4 

     

Cash Financial Policy Minimums     

$2.5 million (2003 nominal $), Or; 4.1 4.4 4.6 4.7 

10% of CIP 2.1 2.0 2.1 1.4 

Active Financial Policy Minimum 4.3 4.4 4.6 4.7 

     

CIP Financing Breakdown     

Cash Financed 24.6 19.8 21.2 14.4 

Debt Financed - - - - 

Cash Financed % 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     

Cash Financing Detail     

     Financial Policy Minimum 4.1 4.4 4.6 4.7 

     Additional Incremental 20.5 15.4 16.6 9.7 

Total Cash to CIP 24.6 19.8 21.2 14.4 

     

Total Debt Service 14.6 4.2 4.2 4.2 

     

Rate Drivers     

Change in Cash Financing  (1.0)  1.4 (6.8) 

Change in Debt Service  (1.8) 0.0 0.0 

Total Rate Impact   (2.8) 1.4 (6.8) 

     

Debt Service 

SPU does not expect to issue any additional SWF debt in the foreseeable future. The utility redeemed 

$60.3 million of outstanding debt in 2024 and $26.3 million in 2025. Assuming proper market conditions, 

the Fund could redeem $13.3 million in 2026, $7.9 million in 2027, $8.1 million in 2028, and $15.2 

million in 2029. As a result of these redemptions, annual debt service will continue to decrease 
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throughout the rate period. Keeping debt service low by financing as much CIP as possible through cash 

instead of debt will minimize the amount of revenue the SWF will need to raise in future years to satisfy 

debt service coverage financial policies. 

Cash Financing 

As discussed in Chapter 2, the minimum cash contribution to the CIP is the greater of 10 percent of the 

CIP in a given year or $2.5 million (in 2003 nominal dollars converted to current nominal dollars). During 

the proposed rate period, the $2.5 million target ($4.4 to $4.7 million per year in rate period nominal 

dollars) is the larger of the two targeted amounts, equating to a minimum financial target cash 

contribution of $13.7 million during the proposed rate period.  

The SWF is projected to fund its $54 million in capital expenditures with operating cash between 2026 

and 2028.  SPU has chosen to not issue additional debt to minimize the need for future rate increases 

driven by debt service coverage. SWF cash reserves are sufficient to fund this increased capital financing 

expense due to a 2015-instituted change in the way that the fund calculates debt service coverage (see 

Financial Policies below). Continued strong operating results also contribute to the financial viability of 

cash financing the CIP during the rate period. 

3.4 Financial Policies  

The impact of financial policies on the revenue requirement varies depending on which target is binding 

(see Section 2.3 for further discussion of financial policies and binding constraints). Revenues must be 

sufficient to cover all cash operating expense AND to meet net income, debt service coverage, cash 

contribution to CIP and operating cash balance targets. Where the binding constraint is meeting cash 

targets, rates are set so that revenues will just equal cash expense AND retain minimum operating cash 

balances. Where the binding constraint is net income or debt service coverage, revenues will be greater 

than cash expense. This “extra cash” may be used to fund operating cash contributions to the CIP in 

excess of targeted levels or may be used to increase cash reserves, or some combination of the two. 

As discussed in Chapter 2, the SWF is using additional cash from the proposed rates to fund cash 

contributions to the CIP and paying off outstanding debt. The new binding constraint will be a positive 

net income, continuing through the rate period to 2030, the end of the current Strategic Business Plan 

period.   

Although cash contributions to the CIP are significantly higher than financial policy targets, this 

incremental expense is not driven by financial policy requirements. Rather, all CIP will be paid for by 

cash instead of another debt issue in an effort to keep the debt service obligation low.  
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3.5 Other Funding Sources 

A significant portion of the total solid waste system funding requirement is paid with by other funding 

sources including operating cash balances, Rate Stabilization Fund withdrawals, and other operating and 

non-operating non-rates revenues. On aggregate, these non-rates funding sources are expected to 

decrease by $5.9M in 2026, increase by $5.0 million in 2027, and decrease by $2.5 million in 2028.  

Following is a discussion of each of the other funding sources. 

Prior Year Operating Cash 

Revenue generated by rates is used to fund current operating expenses, maintain a cash balance as a 

safeguard against unexpected expense, and to fund a portion of the current capital program.  A rate 

may be set to increase, hold constant, or decrease the SWF’s operating fund cash balances.  Decreasing, 

or drawing down a cash balance in a given year, lowers the rates in that year as that cash does not need 

to be received through rate revenues.  However, just like other funding sources, what affects rates is not 

the level in any one year, but the year-to-year change in funding from that source.  

Table 3-4 presents both how cash is used (drawn down or increased) in each year as well as the year-on-

year change in use of cash.  Positive changes (generating more cash than the prior year) increase rates. 

Negative changes (using more cash than in the prior year or generating smaller increases) reduces rates. 

Table 3-3: Proposed Changes to Cash Balances ($ millions) 

 

2025 

Projected 

2026 

Proposed 

 

Change 

2027 

Proposed 

 

Change 

2028 

Proposed 

 

Change 

Operating Cash        

Net Cash from Operating Activities  $(5.4)  $(3.9)  $1.5   $(8.8)  $(4.9)  $(6.4)  $2.4  

Additional Cash from Financial Policies  -    -    -    -    -    -    -   

Change in Cash Balance  (5.4)  (3.9)  1.5   (8.8)  (4.9)  (6.4)  2.4  

        

Starting Balance  194.7   184.2    180.4    171.5     

Ending Balance  184.2   180.4    171.5    165.1     

Some totals may not add due to rounding 

 

Stronger than anticipated operating performance during the prior rate study period has resulted in 

projected cash balances at the beginning of the rate period that are above the minimum policy 

requirements.  

Cash reserves are diverted to financing CIP expense for the proposed rate period, with balances drawn 

down by $3.9 million 2026, $8.8 million in 2027, and $6.4 million in 2028, reducing the amount of 

revenue that needs to be recovered through rates.  

Rate Stabilization Fund Withdrawals 

The 2013-2016 Solid Waste Rate Study established policies around the use of a Rate Stabilization Fund 

(RSF) for the SWF. The RSF was intended to help provide rate stability during a four-year rate period. RSF 
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balances rose to $42 million (as of December 2024) on strong fund performance and are projected to 

end 2025 at approximately the same level. Withdrawals from the RSF are authorized in the event that 

the SWF would miss a financial target. 

The SWF does not anticipate requiring a RSF withdrawal during this rate period to meet financial 

policies.  

Table 3-4: Proposed Changes to the Solid Waste RSF ($ millions) 

 

2025 

Projected 

2026 

Proposed 

 

Change 

2027 

Proposed 

 

Change 

2028 

Proposed 

 

Change 

Rate Stabilization Fund        

Starting Balance 

                        

$42.0  

                            

$43.0  

                     

$1.0  

               

$44.1  

                   

$1.1  

                  

$45.2  

                     

$1.1  

Withdrawal to Fund Financial Policies 
                                

-   

                                    

-   

                          

-   

                       

-   

                        

-   

                          

-   

                          

-   

Interest 
                           

1.0  

                               

1.1  

                     

0.0  

                  

1.1  

                   

0.0  

                     

1.1  

                     

0.0  

Ending Balance 

                        

43.0  

                            

44.1  

                     

1.1  

               

45.2  

                   

1.1  

                  

46.3  

                     

1.1  

 

Non-Rate Revenues 

Non-rate revenues are current year revenues including recycling commodity revenue, miscellaneous 

transfer station revenues, reimbursements from King County, the City’s General Fund and SCL, operating 

and capital grants, interest income and other miscellaneous revenues.  As presented in Table 3-6 below, 

non-rate revenues are projected to increase by $7.5 million in 2026 relative to the assumption for these 

revenues when 2025 rates were set and then remain relatively flat during the 2026-2028 rate period. 

Table 3-5: Solid Waste Non-Rates Revenues ($ millions) 

 

2025 

Projected 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

SPU Sources     

Recycling Commodity 
                           

$6.0  

                               

$5.9  

                     

$5.8  

                  

$5.7  

Other Misc. 
                           

1.8  

                               

7.4  

                     

7.6  

                  

7.9  

Investment and Other 
                           

1.5  

                               

3.4  

                     

3.3  

                  

3.2  

     

City and County     

Grants 
                           

0.1  

                               

0.2  

                     

0.2  

                  

0.2  
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Total Non-Rates Revenues 
                           

9.4  

                            

16.9  

                  

17.0  

               

17.0  

Change   
                               

7.5  

                     

0.1  

                

(0.0) 

     

     

 

Recycling Processing Revenues 

Recycling processing revenues are paid by the City’s recycling processing contractor to SPU based on 

contract indices for different types of commodities in the recycling stream. Recycling processing expense 

paid by SPU is reported under contract expense. Recycling processing is currently estimated to generate 

$5.9 million in 2026, $5.8 million in 2027, and $5.7 million in 2026 as commodity prices stay stable. This 

contract will be in effect until 2027, with a new contract anticipated for 2028. 

3.6 Other Factors Impacting Rates 

While not direct drivers of the revenue requirement, demand, rate discounts, and the timing of rate 

increases impact the level of rates. 

Demand 

Customer counts, tons and subscription levels affect revenues and the required change in rates from 

year to year. Tonnage decreases reduce costs in some cases, but also reduce the number of units to 

which the costs are allocated. The exact impact on rates depends on the relative changes in cost and 

revenue. In the first year of a rate study, changes from prior projections are reflected as major rate 

drivers. Subsequent years see less drastic change as the new baseline is used.  For 2026, the change in 

the demand forecast from 2023-2025 Rate Study assumptions is the largest deviation, and therefore the 

most significant rate driver.  The 2026 demand components that have varied the most from earlier 

projections include: 

 Residential: Reduced container sizes among curbside garbage customers has been more than 

offset by increased demand for on-site detach service and organics service. Organics service was 

especially helped by the foodwaste ban (Ordinance 124582) which became effective in 2015. A 

shift in work from home due to the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in stronger than expected 

residential demand and that has continued through the prior rate period. 

 Commercial: After a strong economic recovery through 2019, commercial demand experienced 

a severe drop-off in 2020 due to COVID-19. Demand has mostly recovered and now is expected 

to stay stable through the proposed rate period.  

 Self-Haul: Self-Haul demand experienced a dip in 2020 due to COVID-19 but has since recovered 

and is projected for steady performance throughout the rate period.  

These factors are further explained in detail in Chapter 5, Demand. 
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Utility Discount Program (UDP) 

Like other demand components, changes in customer participation in the Utility Discount Program do 

not affect the SWF revenue requirement but do affect the rate increase.  Increased participation in the 

program reduces revenues as more households pay at a discounted rate.  The reduction in revenue must 

be made up through an increase in standard rates.   

UDP growth continues to be a rate driver as the program continues to expand. Program enrollment 

increased during the COVID-19 pandemic. Enrollment is expected to grow as program awareness 

increases.  

See Figure 3-1 for a breakdown and forecast of existing and proposed additional UDP revenue 

reductions. 

Figure 3-1: Existing and Proposed UDP Revenue Reductions 
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 SOLID WASTE COST ALLOCATION 

After the revenue requirement has been determined, the cost allocation process allocates the revenue 

requirement to individual customer classes.  

This process estimates the true, individual cost of serving different types of customers and provides the 

foundation for rate design, although actual rates may vary from the assigned cost allocations because of 

other (often times competing) ratemaking and policy considerations.   

The cost allocation process can be broken into three basic steps: 

 Group Costs into Cost Centers 

 Develop Allocation Factors  

 Allocate Costs to Customer Classes and Rates  

4.1 Cost Centers 

Solid waste costs are divided among various cost centers. All budget activities, as well as current and 

future budget additions, are assigned to a cost center based on primary function. Costs for contracts, 

taxes, and bond interest are modeled based on the latest projections for tons, subscriptions, revenues 

and CIP spending, and are then assigned to cost centers. Table 4-1 shows a list of cost centers. 

Table 4-1: Solid Waste Cost Centers by Category 

SPU Branch O&M Contract Expense Taxes Non-Rate Revenue Capital Financing and Other 

Residential Billing Single Family Garbage Utility Tax General Fund Cash to CIP  

Transfer Station Billing Single Family Compost Tonnage Tax Investments and Interest Debt Service  

Landfills Single Family Recycling State Taxes Grants  
Waste Reduction (All) Commercial Garbage  Change in Cash  
Waste Reduction (Residential) Commercial Compost   Change in RSF  
G&A – General Commercial Recycling  Recycling Commodity  
G&A - Contract Management Multi Family Garbage  Other Misc.  
Hauling (All) Multi Family Compost    
Compost Processing Multi Family Recycling   
Transfer Station Operations Long Haul Disposal   
HR Garbage Processing  

 Recycling Processing    

 Organics Processing  
 LHWMP  

     

4.2 Develop and Assign Allocation Factors 

Once costs are grouped, each cost center is assigned an allocation factor (See Appendix B for a complete 

listing of allocation factors for each Cost Center).  Allocation factors are multipliers that allocate cost 

centers into individual customer classes and eventually rates. The basis for allocation differs by cost 

center but always seeks to logically assign each rate its fair share of the cost of providing a service based 

on known data.  Costs are allocated using allocation factors which are based on the following: 
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Tonnage 

Many solid waste costs, such as contractor payments for recycling processing or garbage transfer and 

disposal, are directly related to tons collected or disposed.  Costs are allocated based on the tonnage per 

rate.  Tons may also be used to allocate certain other costs even though there is not a direct relationship 

between the given cost and tons collected or disposed. Specific garbage, organics, or recycling tonnage 

allocators are used to allocate waste stream specific costs, such as recycling processing. 

Volume 

Multi-family and commercial contracts incur cost based on the volume of service subscribed to by 

customers. For example, fees paid to the Local Hazardous Waste Management Program (LHWMP) are 

based on the total volume of customers’ subscriptions. Detach (Dumpster) customers subscribe to a 

particular size and collection frequency of dumpster, and contractors charge SPU based on a similar 

formula. When costs are incurred based on volume, it is used to distribute those costs to individual 

customer classes.  

Customer Counts and Trips 

This allocation method is used when the cost of service, such as billing expenses, is related to the 

number of households or accounts rather than tonnage or another measure of how much service a 

customer receives. Transfer station billing costs are allocated based on trip counts, since each trip incurs 

the same cost to billing. 

Management Estimates 

Some allocations are based on management estimates of time spent serving different customer classes.  

Such estimates help determine the full cost of service for the class.  For example, workload estimates 

are used to allocate inspection costs and, in conjunction with tons, allocate transfer station costs. 

Direct Assignment 

Where solid waste costs benefit only one customer class, direct assignment to that class of such costs is 

appropriate. 

Proportional Assignment (Revenue Requirement Shares) 

This method assigns costs in proportion to the sum of other allocated costs.  The rate proposal uses this 

allocation method to assign costs such as general and administrative costs. 

Revenue 

Costs which are incurred based on how much revenue is earned are allocated by total revenue. State 

taxes are an example. 

Ad Hoc 

Often no single method is appropriate for allocating costs so a combination of other allocation factors is 

formulated to best fit the type of costs. 
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4.3 Customer Classes 

Solid waste ratepayers are divided into 4 sectors which are divided into 10 total classes. Cost allocation 

is done at the class level and aggregated up to the sector level and is presented in the results below at 

the sector level. See Table 4-2 for a breakdown of these classes. Recycling service is available at no 

additional charge to all customers.  

Table 4-2: Solid Waste Customer Classes 

Sector  Class 

Residential  Curbside (Single-Family, Can/Cart) 

  On-Site (Multi-Family, Detach) 

  Recycling (Curbside or On-Site) 

   

Commercial  Non-Dropbox (Can/Cart and Detach) 

  Dropbox/Rolloff (On-Demand Large Scale Service) 

  Recycling (Limited Service) 

   

Organics   Curbside (Yardwaste) 

  On-Site (Foodwaste) 

   

Transfer Stations  Garbage 

  Organics 

   

Residential Sector 

This customer sector consists of garbage and recycling services for all single-family and multi-family 

households in the City (Organics service is a separate sector discussed below).  This sector is further 

broken down into the following subgroups for rate-setting purposes: Curbside Can/Cart (Single-Family) 

and On-Site Detach (Multi-Family). 

Single-family residences receive weekly curbside garbage collection and bi-weekly recycling collection. 

Multi-family buildings are generally serviced using dumpsters and are required to have garbage service 

of sufficient size and collection frequency to meet the needs of the building.  

Commercial Sector 

This sector covers all non-residential subscribers to garbage collection services. Businesses may 

subscribe to can, dumpster, or drop box collection services at SPU’s commercial rates.  SPU offers 

limited recycling service to small businesses, but for the most part commercial recycling is not part of 

the City-provided services. 

Organics Sector 

SPU offers curbside and on-site organics service. Curbside service is regular, weekly pickup of yardwaste 

containers from single family residences and is the most common organic service offered. Weekly on-

site collection for multi-family buildings is offered to handle foodwaste. Foodwaste is denser and thus 

more costly to process by volume, so rates for foodwaste service are higher than those for yardwaste. 

SPU also offers commercial organics service, but the vast majority of this market is served privately. 
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Recycling and Disposal Station (Self-Haul) Sector 

These customers include residences and businesses that bring garbage and recyclable materials 

(including yard waste and wood waste) to the City’s Recycling and Disposal Stations 

4.4 Allocation Results 

Table 4-3 shows the percentage of the total revenue requirement allocated to each customer sector, by 

year, using the allocation factors by cost center presented in Table 4-3.   

Table 4-3: Cost to Serve Each Customer Sector 
 

Sector/Class 2026 2027 2028 

Residential    

Single-Family Curbside Garbage 23.2% 22.5% 22.1% 

                                Recycling 7.8% 8.6% 8.4% 

Single-Family Garbage & Recycling 30.9% 31.0% 30.5% 

Multi-Family On-Site Garbage 12.1% 11.7% 11.7% 

                             Recycling 7.2% 7.9% 7.8% 

Multi-Family Garbage & Recycling 19.2% 19.6% 19.5% 

Organics (Single and Multi-Family) 17.3% 17.3% 16.9% 

Residential Total 67.4% 67.9% 66.9% 

    

Commercial    

Cans and Detach 17.4% 17.1% 17.3% 

Dropbox 6.9% 6.9% 7.0% 

Commercial Organics 1.2% 1.2% 1.2% 

Commercial Recycling 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Commercial Total 25.6% 25.2% 25.4% 

    

Transfer Stations 7.0% 6.9% 7.7% 

 

All sectors have a stable allocation of costs throughout the entire rate period, which is very similar to 

that calculated for the 2023-2025 Rate Study. 

  

289



Summary Ex A – 2026-2028 Solid Waste Rate Study 

V2 

 26 EXH A to SPU Solid Waste Rates SUM 

See Figure 4-1 for a graphical breakdown of Revenue Requirement shares.  

Figure 4-1: Allocation of Solid Waste Revenue Requirement (2026) 
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 DEMAND 

After the revenue requirement is set and those costs have been allocated to specific customer classes, 

they can be divided by units to get rates. For solid waste, however, units of demand is not a singular 

number but is instead made up of can subscriptions, account fees, pickup, volume, and tonnage charges, 

among others. As a result, the demand forecast projects out the demand and resultant revenue for 

individual rates and rolls them up to the customer class level. Demand also impacts the revenue 

requirement itself, as demand forecasts form the basis for projected contract expense. 

Figure 5-1: Tonnage Forecast 

 

Figure 5-1 shows the current long-term tonnage forecast through 2035 (combined garbage, organics, 

and recycling). While tonnage is not a driver of revenue, since customers subscribe to solid waste service 

based on volume, it is an adequate proxy for a general overview of demand. Since 2017, the higher-

than-expected tonnages have been a driver behind higher-than-expected revenues and higher than 

expected cash balances in the SWF. 

Into the future, tonnage is not expected to change significantly. Total tonnage is expected to rise 19 

percent from 2025-2035 as population grows. 
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Figure 5-2: Normalized Solid Waste Volume Index (2021 = 100) by Customer Sector 

 

While overall tonnage is expected to increase slightly, there is significance among the individual 

components. Single-family garbage is projected to decline due to conservation and waste reduction with 

a 0.7 percent reduction in average residential can sizes. Commercial volume has recovered after 

pandemic lows but is projected to remain flat as construction activity slows. Multi-family volume is 

expected to increase by over four percent and organics by over two percent. While increased organics 

volumes appear to offset volume declines in the single-family and commercial sectors, it is not an offset 

in terms of revenue as organics rates per volume are lower than those for garbage by design to 

encourage diversion. Furthermore, part of the volume decline for these two sectors is diversion to 

recycling, which is free to the customer. See Table 5-1 for a full breakdown of projected volume and 

tonnage changes. 

As noted in the introduction to this Section, solid waste “demand” encompasses multiple factors. Table 

5-1 below presents changes in demand for each customer sector for the primary variables of demand. 
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Table 5-1: Projected Solid Waste Demand Changes 2026-2028 

Sector Customer Count Volume Tonnage 

Residential Curbside (Single-Family) 0.8% -0.2% -0.2% 

Residential On-Site (Multi-Family) 2.2% -1.0% 2.3% 

Commercial 1.1% 0.3% 2.3% 

Organics 2.7% 1.1% 3.5% 

    

A more in depth explanation of each of these revenue sectors follows. 

5.1 Residential Curbside (Single-Family) 

Single-Family and multi-family buildings are served by regular weekly curbside can or cart collection. 

Starting in 2014, subscription counts increased for single-family, driven mainly by growth in the region. 

In 2017, SPU transitioned to a new billing system, which modified the way subscriptions were counted 

for certain premises. This change led to an increase in number of subscriptions. Service counts are 

projected to stay relatively flat during the proposed rate period, with a 1 percent increase over the rate 

study period. Can sizes have been stable since 2013 and are projected to stay the same through 2028.  

Figure 5-3: Historic and Projected Changes to Curbside Residential Demand 

 

 

The long-term trend is expected stay relatively flat, with the increase in subscription counts from 

economic growth being offset by infill development, conservation, and diversion. Infill development 

both reduces the number of subscriptions by replacing single-family homes with multi-family buildings, 

and apartments and condominiums also produce less waste than single-family homes. Both factors 

lower the average can size demanded by customers. Conservation and diversion also decrease can sizes 

by decreasing the amount of waste produced by all customers, single or multi-family, or diverting it to 
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organics or recycling. Infill development, conservation, and diversion, particularly to organics, are 

expected to continue to reduce demand for curbside garbage services. 

5.2 Residential On-Site (Multi-Family) 

Most multi-family buildings in Seattle subscribe to on-site detach (dumpster) service.  Detach customers 

are charged based on the frequency of pickup and the size of the container according to the following 

formula: 

Monthly Rate = Trip Rate * Pickups per Month + Volume Rate *  (Pickups Per Month * Volume of Container) 

The Trip and Volume Rates are set through this rate study. The demand items to track and forecast are 

pickups per month and volume demanded. Growth is expected in both categories as construction of 

multi-family buildings within the City continues to create demand.  

Figure 5-4: Historic and Projected Changes to On-Site Residential Demand 
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The final component of on-site demand is the number of accounts paying the monthly account fee. The 

account fee generates roughly six percent of total on-site revenue. Accounts are expected to increase 

slightly, following historical trend. 

Figure 5-5: Historic and Projected Residential On-Site Accounts 
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5.3 Recycling 

SPU offers bi-weekly curbside recycling pickup for curbside can customers and on-site variable 

frequency pickup for on-site customers. For the most part, can sizes are set – all curbside customers 

receive a 96-gallon cart, and all on-site customers receive recycling cart or detach service that has a total 

volume of 50 percent of their subscribed garbage volume. Larger volume services are also available. 

Limited recycling service is also available to small businesses, though small business recycling amounts 

to less than half a percent of total recycling tonnage. All recycling services are included at no cost with 

accompanying garbage service. 

Figure 5-6: Total Recycling Households and Tonnage 

 

Because there is less customer choice regarding container sizes, recycling is a relatively steady cost 

center. Customer counts are largely unchanged, and tonnage increases coming out of the recession have 

been slow and steady. 

5.4 Commercial 

Commercial customers subscribe to one or more options from three types of service: can, detach 

(dumpsters), or dropbox. Can customers may subscribe to service of any frequency with a charge per 

pickup based on can size. Detach customers subscribe to service with a charge based on a pickup and 

volume rate: 

Monthly Rate = (Trip Rate * Pickups per Month) + (Volume Rate * Pickups per Month * Volume of Container) 

Lastly, dropbox customers pay an on-demand pickup rate and a tonnage rate.  
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Figure 5-7: Historic and Projected Commercial Volume and Pickups 

 

Commercial demand is highly correlated to regional economic performance, within the larger long-term 

context of conservation and diversion. Commercial tonnage has gone through at least three cyclical 

increases and decreases over the last 25 years within a long-term decline trend. During the pandemic, 

tonnage fell from 140,000 tons in 2018 to 110,000 tons in 2020.  As the economy has recovered, 

commercial tonnage has somewhat recovered, and commercial volume and pickup subscriptions have 

increased as well. However, a long-term trend of conservation and diversion is still projected to be the 

dominant theme in the commercial sector.  
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SPU provides limited recycling and organics services to small business. Most recycling and organics 

services are provided by independent third-party companies. SPU services are offered as a courtesy.  

With the implementation of the food waste ban in 2015, commercial organics subscription volumes 

increased 70 percent 2014 to 2016. Despite this growth, commercial organics is less than one percent of 

total organics tonnage and will continue to remain a service offered as a courtesy by SPU, with the 

intention that this industry remains largely in the realm of the private sector. Commercial organics is 

included under “On-Site Food Waste” in the organics section below.  

Small businesses in Seattle can also subscribe to limited recycling service, though like organics, this 

service is largely also private sector. The demand for this service is included under residential recycling. 

Total commercial recycling tonnage is less than half a percent of total recycling tonnage. 

Clear Alleys Program (CAP) 
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indoor locations for containers, the CAP program offers pre-paid bag service with multiple pickups per 

day. SPU is not assuming an expansion of CAP-designated areas, only changes in demand for current 

CAP customers. The CAP program is a small portion of SPU’s services and provides less than $300,000 in 

revenue per year. SPU is projecting a slow recovery in CAP demand after the pandemic drop. 

Figure 5-8: CAP Pickups 

 

 

Argo Direct 

SPU allows for the delivery of solid waste from third parties directly to the railroad for transport to 

landfill in Oregon. SPU projects 7,000 tons per year (compared to 250,000 total tons) or less delivered to 

the railhead. 
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Figure 5-9: Monthly Organics Volume in Gallons 

 

Weekly curbside volume has been declining as customers switch to smaller containers and single-family 

homes are replaced with multi-family development. These trends are expected to continue, especially as 

newer homes with smaller yards reduce the need for large yard waste containers. On-site food waste 

demand has increased with the expansion of multi-family housing and the increased adoption of in-

home diversion of food waste away from the garbage. A large increase in organics tonnage was seen 

following the implementation of the food waste ban in 2015, though there was not an accompanying 

increase in subscriptions or subscription revenue because food waste tends to be small and dense. 

Regardless, on-site volume is expected to continue to increase throughout the rate study period.  
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the utility. Transfer stations saw a slight dip with COVID-19 closures, but recovered quickly after 
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Figure 5-10: Historic and Projected Self-Haul Tonnage 
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 RATE DESIGN 

Rate design is the last step in the rate-setting process, in which the structure and level of the rates for 

each of the different services and service levels is determined.  

Rate design is the point at which non-cost considerations such as rate gradualism, encouraging waste 

reduction, low-income rate assistance, and other policy issues are factored into the rates.  In some 

cases, these considerations result in deviations from setting rates at their cost of service.   

6.1 2026-2028 Rate Design Strategy 

The rate study proposes equal increases across residential and commercial rates of 3.3 percent on April 

1, 2026; 3.3 percent on April 1, 2027; and 3.3 percent on April 1, 2027. Transfer station rates are 

proposed to increase 5.2 percent on April 1, 2026; 5.2 percent on April 1, 2027; and 5.2 percent on April 

1, 2028.  

The following rates would remain unchanged throughout the proposed rate period: 

 Zero Can/Vacancy rate: The rate paid for vacant units with no service, and a small number of 

legacy customers with no garbage service 

 New Account Charge: $10 fee assessed on new accounts. 

6.2 Residential Curbside (Single-Family) Garbage Rates 

The rates charged by SPU for residential garbage can service vary with the garbage service levels to 

which the customer subscribes.  Currently, SPU’s variable can rates are structured so that a customer’s 

bill increases with the amount of garbage service to which they subscribe.  Both single-family and multi-

family dwellings can subscribe to variable can service though this service is sometimes synonymous with 

single-family, while on-site service (See Section 5.3) is synonymous with multi-family.  

In addition to covering the cost of garbage collection, transfer, and disposal, residential can rates cover 

recycling collection and processing costs, part of compost collection and processing costs, and low-

income rate assistance.  Can rates are shown in Table 6-1. Increasing rates for larger cans provide 

important price signals to encourage customers to recycle, reduce waste and minimize their can size.  A 

typical single-family customer is reported as a 32-gallon garbage can (and a 96-gallon yard waste cart). 

 

Table 6-1: Residential Curbside (Single-Family) Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Extras $13.95  $14.40  $14.90  $15.40  

Garbage Can/Cart Size     

12 Gallon (Micro) $28.25  $29.20  $30.15  $31.15  

20 Gallon (Mini) $34.65  $35.80  $37.00  $38.20  

32 Gallon (Standard) $45.05  $46.55  $48.10  $49.70  

64 Gallon $89.95  $92.90  $95.95  $99.10  

96 Gallon $135.05  $139.50  $144.10  $148.85  
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6.3 Residential On-Site (Multi-Family) Garbage Rates 

Residential detachable container service is available to apartment buildings with five or more residential 

units. Detachable rates reflect SPU’s contract payments structure and include a flat monthly account 

fee, a trip rate charged for each container pick-up, and a volume rate (a trip rate that varies with 

container size): 

Monthly Rate = Pickups per Month * (Trip Rate + Volume Rate * Container Size) 

Dumpster rate components are designed to further encourage dumpster customers to recycle, reduce 

waste and minimize the number of collections per week and the number of containers. Proposed rates 

are below: 

Table 6-2: Residential On-Site (Multi-Family) Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Monthly Account Fee $49.50  $51.15  $52.85  $54.60  

Detach Rate Components     

Pickup Rate $37.05  $38.25  $39.50  $40.80  

Uncompacted Volume Rate $28.55  $29.50  $30.45  $31.45  

Compacted Volume Rate $58.00  $59.90  $61.90  $63.95  

     

Compacted rates are higher than un-compacted rates because a compacted container can hold up to 

five times the garbage of an un-compacted container.  Based on SPU data, compacted containers weigh 

2.03 times regular containers, on average.  Therefore, the volume rate for compacted dumpsters is 

charged at 2.03 times that of uncompacted container rates.   

6.4 Commercial Rates 

Commercial rates include container and drop box service for both garbage and organics.  Individual rate 

components may vary from what allocated costs dictate in an effort to further encourage dumpster 

customers to recycle, reduce waste and minimize the number of collections and containers. Commercial 

customer rate changes are identical to those for residential customers. 

Can 

Can service rates are shown in Table 6-3 for weekly pickup, though customers may subscribe to any 

frequency of pickup which is logistically feasible. 

Table 6-3: Commercial Can Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

On-Site Cans (Weekly Pickup)     

20-Gallon $42.00  $43.30 $44.82 $46.33 
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32-Gallon $60.84 $62.79 $64.95 $67.12 

64-Gallon $119.51 $123.41 $127.52 $131.63 

96-Gallon $140.08 $144.62 $149.39 $154.36 

     

 

Detach (Dumpsters) 

Detach services include uncompacted and compacted service.  The contents of the container are tipped 

into the collection vehicle and customers are charged for each tip (pick up), regardless of the amount of 

waste within the container. The formula for commercial detachable rates is the same as for residential 

customers: 

Monthly Rate=Trip Rate * Pickups per Month + Volume Rate * (Pickups per Month * Container Size) 

Table 6-4: Commercial Detach Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Monthly Account Fee $33.30 $34.40 $35.55 $36.70 

Detach Rates     

Pickup Rate $21.70  $22.40  $23.15  $23.90  

Uncompacted Volume Rate $36.70  $37.90  $39.15  $40.45  

Compacted Volume Rate $74.55  $77.00  $79.55  $82.20  

     

Drop Box/Rolloff 

Drop box service customers are delivered a roll-off container that is then picked up and transferred for 

disposal through one of the transfer stations.  Customers are charged for the delivery of the container, 

the pick-up of the container, a rental/account fee, and a per ton (disposal) fee for its content. The 

disposal fee is intended to cover SPU’s cost of transfer and disposal, taxes on the tons disposed, and a 

portion of SPU’s administrative costs.  Proposed drop box fees can be found in Table 6-5. 

Table 6-5: Dropbox Detach Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Monthly Account Fee $142.55  $147.25  $152.10  $157.10  

Pickup Rate $275.30  $284.40  $293.80  $303.50  

Tonnage Rate $234.80  $242.55  $250.55  $258.80  
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6.5 Organics Rates 

Organics service is divided into curbside and on-site rates. Curbside rates are generally for  single-family 

yard waste customers, while on-site rates are for multi-family and commercial food waste customers. 

On-site food waste rates are based on commercial garbage can rates, but a 32 percent discount is 

offered for organics. Detach is also available at the same pickup and volume rate as detach commercial 

garbage, but again with a 32 percent discount. 

Table 6-6: Organics Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Curbside Yard Waste Weekly (Single-Family) 

20-Gallon (Mini) $7.50  $7.75  $8.00  $8.25  

32-Gallon $11.25  $11.60  $12.00  $12.40  

96-Gallon (Standard) $14.30  $14.75  $15.25  $15.75  

On-Site Food Waste Cans (Multi-Family, Commercial) 

32-Gallon $41.35  $42.70  $44.10  $45.55  

64-Gallon $81.15  $83.85  $86.60  $89.45  

96-Gallon $95.30  $98.45  $101.70  $105.05  

 

6.6 Transfer Station Rates 

Transfer station rate increases are included in the rate proposal. Minimum fee vehicles are charged the 

0.20 ton minimum while Per Ton vehicles are weighed and charged for their tonnage. 

Table 6-7: Transfer Station Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Garbage 

Minimum $35  $37  $39  $41  

Per Ton $165  $174  $183  $193  

Organics 

Minimum $24  $25  $26  $27  

Per Ton $125  $132  $139  $146  

 

6.7 Other Rates 

Other rates include ancillary charges such as cleaning, locking and unlocking, and secured building entry 

fees, among others. This category also includes rates which only apply to specific customers, such as 

railhead disposal fees or CAP. 
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Ancillary charges are roughly 1.0 percent of residential garbage revenue and 1.0 percent of commercial 

revenue, or about $2.6 million in 2024. A full list of ancillary rates is located in Appendix E, Rate Tables. 

 

Railhead Disposal (Argo Direct) Fee 

Non-contract commercial waste is brought by private transfer stations to the railhead in south Seattle, 

where it is placed on a train and taken to the landfill in Arlington, Oregon. There is a 25-ton minimum 

charge. 

Table 6-8: Railhead Disposal (Argo Direct) Fee 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Railhead Rate per Ton $150.30  $155.30  $160.45  $165.75  

Minimum $3,757.50  $3,881.50  $4,009.60  $4,141.95  

 

 

Clear Alley Program (CAP) Bag Rates 

Starting in 2009, residential and commercial customers located within areas designated by SPU, and 

whose containers were located in the right-of-way, were required to subscribe to a pre-paid bag service 

in lieu of container service. Rates for the service are designed so that customers pay a bill equivalent to 

those of detach customers on a volume basis. 

Table 6-9: Clear Alley Program (CAP) Bag Rates 

 2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Garbage Bag Size     

15-Gallon $5.95  $6.15  $6.35  $6.55  

30-Gallon $8.40  $8.70  $9.00  $9.30  

Organics Bag Size     

15-Gallon $4.00  $4.15  $4.30  $4.45  

30-Gallon $5.80  $6.00  $6.20  $6.40  
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 UTILITY DISCOUNT PROGRAM 

Qualified low-income customers receive a 50 percent discount on their solid waste bill or a fixed credit 

on their Seattle City Light bill (if they do not receive an SPU bill directly). For can customers, the fixed 

credit is equal to 50 percent of the typical solid waste customer’s bill (i.e., 50 percent of the single can 

rate plus food and yard waste). For apartment dwellers the fixed credit is equal to 50 percent of the 

average dumpster bill per household.  This approach is consistent with the other City utilities.  

There is no discount on extra garbage or food and yard waste charges for qualified low-income 

customers.  Extra garbage or food and yard waste is billed at full rates. Low-income rate credits can be 

found in Table 7-1. 

Table 7-1: Proposed UDP Rates and Credits 

Customer Type 

2025 

Adopted 

2026 

Proposed 

2027 

Proposed 

2028 

Proposed 

Seattle Public Utilities Discounts     

SPU Customer Discount 50% Discount 50% Discount 50% Discount 50% Discount 

     

Seattle City Light Credits     

Multi-Family Can Customer $22.50  $23.25  $24.00  $24.80  

Multi-Family Detach Customer $18.35  $18.95  $19.60  $20.25  

Organics $7.30  $7.55  $7.80  $8.05  

     

Utility Low Income Emergency Assistance Program 

The Emergency Assistance Program offers eligible low-income customers facing shut off due to 

delinquent bills an emergency credit of 50 percent off their past-due combined bill, up to a maximum 

credit of $518 (in 2024) for wastewater, water, and solid waste bills combined.  They are eligible to 

receive this credit once per calendar year or twice per calendar year if children under the age of 18 live 

in the household.  In 2012 the eligibility requirements were changed from 120 percent of the federal 

poverty level to 70 percent of state median income, leading to increased usage of this service. Annual 

solid waste charges to this program do not exceed $300,000 and are not a significant expense to the 

SWF. 
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APPENDIX A  STATEMENT OF OPERATING RESULTS 

The Statement of Operating Results shows all components of the debt service coverage calculations. It 

does not display non-cash expenses. 

Statement of Operating Results ($ Millions) 

  2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

  Actual Projected Proposed Proposed Proposed Estimated 

Operating Revenue        

Direct Service 
 $171.8 $174.3 $176.3 $180.2 $187.3 $194.6 

Commercial  75.7 76.4 77.0 79.3 81.9 85.0 

Other  37.8 35.8 34.6 35.6 36.5 36.8 

RSF Withdrawals (Deposits)  - - - - - - 

Total Operating Revenue  285.3 286.6 288.0 295.1 305.8 316.4 

        

Operating Expenses        

Contracts  139.2 146.4 152.0 164.2 175.0 182.0 

Branch O&M  43.5 61.9 65.9 68.5 71.3 74.1 

Taxes  38.0 39.4 40.4 41.4 42.6 43.0 

Total Operating Expenses  220.6 247.7 258.2 274.1 288.9 299.1 

              

Net Operating Income  64.7 38.9 30.7 22.0 17.9 18.4 

        

Adjustments  40.9 37.6 38.4 39.2 40.1 40.1 

        
        

Revenue Available for Debt Service        

With Credit for Taxes  105.6 76.5 68.1 60.2 56.9 57.4 

Without Credit for Taxes  73.5 42.5 33.2 24.4 20.1 20.4 

        

Annual Debt Service  13.0 6.0 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 

        

Debt Service Coverage        

With Credit for Taxes (Target = 1.7)  8.10 12.69 16.15 14.29 13.5 13.62 

Without Credit for Taxes (Target = 

1.5) 

 5.64 7.05 7.87 5.78 4.77 4.84 
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APPENDIX B  STATEMENT OF CASH FLOW 

 

 

 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

 Actual Projected Proposed Proposed Proposed Estimated 

Starting Balance $204.0 $194.7 $184.2 $181.3 $173.5 $168.2 

       

Additions to Cash       

Operating Revenues 285.3 286.6 288.0 295.1 305.8 316.4 

Non-Operating Revenues 14.9 3.6 3.4 3.4 3.2 3.1 

Grants 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Total Additions to Cash 300.4 290.3 291.6 298.6 309.2 319.7 

       

Deductions from Cash       

Contracts 139.2 146.4 152.0 164.2 175.0 182.0 

Branch O&M 50.3 61.9 65.9 68.5 71.3 74.1 

Cash Contributions to CIP 7.3 20.8 19.8 21.2 14.4 21.3 

Taxes 38.0 39.4 40.4 41.4 42.6 43.0 

Debt Service 14.6 6.0 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 

Debt Service Redemptions 60.3 26.3 13.3 7.9 8.1 15.2 

Total Deductions from Cash 309.7 300.8 295.5 307.4 315.6 339.8 

       

Ending Cash Balance 194.7 184.2 180.4 171.5 165.1 145.0 
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APPENDIX C  COST ALLOCATION 

This appendix contains a list of cost centers, budgeted costs for 2026, and an allocation to general 

customer classes. Some totals may not add up due to rounding; table is in thousands of dollars. 

 

Cost Center Allocation Method              Residential     Commercial 

       Transfer 

          Total 

        Station 

SPU Branch O&M   24% 22% 33% 24% 

Billing 
Customer Counts and 

Trips 
6,224 0 0 6,224 

Environmental Garbage Tonnage 
                             

605  
                   787                  754               2,145  

G&A - Contract Management 
Management 

Estimates 
7,335 2,445 0 9,780 

Transfer Stations - Hauling (All) Tonnage 
                             

267  
                   185                  133  

                 

586  

Transfer Stations - Operations Tonnage 6,232 4,315 3,099 13,646 

G&A - General Tonnage 22,620 7,646 2,327 32,593 

HR 
Proportional 

Assignment 
1,231 416 127 1,773 

Contract Expense   57% 51% 45% 55% 

N000156 Single Family Garbage Direct Assignment 22,002 - - 22,002 

N000159 Single Family Recycling Direct Assignment 14,281 - - 14,281 

N000157 Single Family Compost Direct Assignment 22,417 104 - 22,521 

N000156 Multi Family Garbage Direct Assignment 8,922 - - 8,922 

N000159 Multi Family Recycling Direct Assignment 13,700 - - 13,700 

N000157 Multi Family Compost Direct Assignment 863 - - 863 

N000156 Commercial Garbage Direct Assignment - 23,015 - 23,015 

N000157 Commercial Compost Direct Assignment - 1,687 - 1,687 

N000159 Commercial Recycling Direct Assignment - 57 - 57 

N050501 Long-Haul Disposal Tonnage 6,632 8,628 8,263 23,523 

N050107 Garbage Transfer/Processing Tonnage - - - - 

N050107 Recycling Tonnage 8,457 - - 8,457 

N050107 Compost Tonnage 4,944 366 390 5,700 

N050201 LHWMP Volume 4,410 2,392 - 6,082 

Taxes  14% 17% 13% 15% 

City Utility Tax Ad-hoc 20,398 8,610 0 29,007 

City Tonnage Tax Tonnage 1,672 2,175 2,083 5,930 

State B&O Tax Revenue 3,528 1,489 397 5,415 

 5% 9% 9% 6% 
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CIP, Financial Policies, and Non-Rates 

Revenues 
Ad-hoc 9,332 6,431 1,715 17,478 

Solid Waste Fund Total Total in Dollars 186,070 70,747 19,287 276,106 

 

Class Share of SWF 

Total 67% 26% 7% 100% 
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APPENDIX D  DEMAND ANALYSIS 

The following is an overview of the demand projection for the major demand categories. Actuals may 

not match those published elsewhere by SPU.  

Customer Class Rate 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

Actual Projected Proposed Proposed Proposed Estimated 

Residential Curbside Can 

Pickups 
0 Can 2,619 2,720 2,821 2,821 2,887 2,887 

 12 Gallon 21,136 20,991 20,846 20,846 20,751 20,751 

 20 Gallon 50,350 50,270 50,190 50,190 50,138 50,138 

 32 Gallon 82,120 82,634 83,148 83,148 83,484 83,484 

 64 Gallon 11,476 12,117 12,758 12,758 13,177 13,177 

 96 Gallon 4,684 4,974 5,264 5,264 5,454 5,454 

  Total 172,385 173,706 175,027 175,027 175,891 175,891 

        

Residential On-Site Detach Accounts 5,412 5,493 5,579 5,667 5,752 5,838 

 Pickups 37,487 37,939 37,974 38,010 38,045 38,080 

  Volume (Cubic Yards) 91,368 92,773 93,810 94,847 95,887 96,925 

        

Commercial Garbage Accounts 8,190 8,313 8,443 8,576 8,705 8,835 

 Pickups 86,350 78,974 79,426 79,879 80,332 80,785 

 Volume (Cubic Yards) 112,319 102,367 102,515 102,662 102,810 102,958 

  Dropbox Tonnage 3,838 3,679 3,631 3,584 3,536 3,488 

        

Organics Yardwaste Pickups 13 Gallon 40,074 40,715 41,415 42,115 42,818 43,518 

 32 Gallon 37,121 39,068 41,078 43,088 45,103 47,113 

 96 Gallon 93,189 92,377 91,813 91,249 90,684 90,120 

  Total 170,384 172,160 174,306 176,452 178,604 180,751 

        

Organics Foodwaste Pickups Pickups 2,148 2,154 2,153 2,152 2,151 2,151 

  Volume (Cubic Yards) 15,975 16,996 17,839 18,682 19,528 20,371 

        

Transfer Station Tonnage Garbage 129,161 135,288 120,244 118,466 116,230 120,324 

  Organics 6,777 7,026 7,071 7,229 7,413 7,545 

        

System-wide Tonnage Garbage 352,658 358,350 365,807 374,373 382,319 392,110 

 Organics 96,026 97,505 99,974 102,533 104,712 107,468 

311



Summary Ex A – 2026-2028 Solid Waste Rate Study 

V2 

 48 EXH A to SPU Solid Waste Rates SUM 

  Recycling 86,430 85,336 84,359 83,409 81,804 81,561 
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APPENDIX E  RATE TABLES 

Most solid waste rates are rounded to the nearest nickel. 

Customer  Rate 

2025 2026 2027 2028 

Adopted Proposed Proposed Proposed 

            

Residential Curbside 

Can 
0 Can $6.85 $6.85 $6.85 $6.85 

 12 Gallon 28.25 29.20 30.15 31.15 

 20 Gallon 34.65 35.80 37.00 38.20 

 32 Gallon 45.05 46.55 48.10 49.70 

 64 Gallon 89.95 92.90 95.95 99.10 

 96 Gallon 135.05 139.50 144.10 148.85 

 Extras 13.95 14.40 14.90 15.40 

            

Residential On-Site 

Detach 
Account Fee 49.50 51.15 52.85 54.60 

 Pickup Charge 37.05 38.25 39.50 40.80 

 Uncompacted Volume 28.55 29.50 30.45 31.45 

  Compacted Volume 58.00 59.90 61.90 63.95 

      

Yardwaste  13 Gallon 7.50 7.75 8.00 8.25 

 32 Gallon 11.25 11.60 12.00 12.40 

 96 Gallon 14.30 14.75 15.25 15.75 

  Extras 7.25 7.50 7.75 8.00 

      

Commercial Cans 20 Gallon 42.00 43.30 44.82 46.33 

 32 Gallon 60.84 62.79 64.95 67.12 

 64 Gallon 119.51 123.41 127.52 131.63 

  96 Gallon 140.08 144.62 149.39 154.36 

      

Commercial Detach Account Fee 33.30 34.40 35.55 36.70 

 Pickup Rate 21.70 22.40 23.15 23.90 

 Uncompacted Volume  36.70 37.90 39.15 40.45 

  Compacted Volume  74.55 77.00 79.55 82.20 

      

Commercial Dropbox Account Fee 142.55 147.25 152.10 157.10 
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 Pickup Rate 275.30 284.40 293.80 303.50 

  Tonnage Rate 234.80 242.55 250.55 258.80 

      

Clear Alley Rates 15 Gallon Garbage Bag 5.95 6.15 6.35 6.55 

 30 Gallon Garbage Bag 8.40 8.70 9.00 9.30 

 15 Gallon Organics Bag 4.00 4.15 4.30 4.45 

  30 Gallon Organics Bag 5.80 6.00 6.20 6.40 

      

Ancillary Rates Can/Cart Delivery 34.60 35.75 36.95 38.15 

 Dumpster Delivery 41.55 42.90 44.30 45.75 

 Small Roll-off Delivery 55.15 56.95 58.85 60.80 

 Large Roll-off Delivery 86.50 89.35 92.30 95.35 

 
Can/Cart 

Rollout/Reposition 
3.55 3.70 3.85 4.00 

 Detach Rollout/Reposition 10.20 10.55 10.90 11.25 

 Enter Secure Building  6.95 7.20 7.45 7.70 

 Dumpster Cleaning 51.90 53.60 55.35 57.20 

 Roll-off Cleaning 69.05 71.35 73.70 76.15 

 Can/Cart Cleaning 13.80 14.25 14.70 15.20 

 Connect/Disconnect 58.70 60.65 62.65 64.70 

 Dry Run 120.95 124.95 129.05 133.30 

 Truck, Hourly Special 311.05 321.30 331.90 342.85 

  Swamper, Hourly Special 103.50 106.90 110.45 114.10 

      

Misc., Bulky, Etc. Garbage Curbside Extra 13.95 14.40 14.90 15.40 

 Organics Curbside Extra 7.25 7.50 7.75 8.00 

 CFCs Charge 8.00 8.25 8.55 8.80 

 Electronics 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 

  Bulky Item/Appliance 30.00 31.00 32.00 33.00 

      

Transfer Station Rates Garbage, per Ton 165.00 174.00 183.00 193.00 

 Garbage, Minimum Charge 35.00 37.00 39.00 41.00 

 Organics, per Ton 125.00 132.00 139.00 146.00 

 Organics, Minimum Charge 24.00 25.00 27.00 28.00 

 Vehicle Tires 15.00 16.00 17.00 18.00 

  Large Appliances 32.00 34.00 36.00 38.00 
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CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s civil infraction code; conforming the Seattle Municipal Code with
changes in state law and making technical corrections; and amending Sections 16.64.040 and 21.36.922
of the Seattle Municipal Code.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 16.64.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 120023, is

amended as follows:

16.64.040 Violation-Penalty((.))

Except as provided in this ((title)) Title 16, failure to perform any act required or the performance of any act

prohibited by this ((title)) Title 16 is designated as a class 2 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120 and may not

be classified as a criminal offense. ((The provisions of the Seattle Municipal Code)) Sections 11.31.020 through

11.31.070 ((shall)) apply to the disposition of such civil infractions.

Section 2. Section 21.36.922 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126921, is

amended as follows:

21.36.922 Civil infractions

A. The violation of or failure to comply with any section of this Chapter 21.36 identified in this Section

21.36.922 is designated as a civil infraction and shall be processed as contemplated by chapter 7.80 RCW.

B. The violation of or failure to comply with any of the following sections is a Class 1 civil infraction

under RCW 7.80.120:

Section 21.36.415 (Discarding potentially dangerous litter), except that the maximum monetary
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penalty and default amount is $500, not including statutory assessments

Section 21.36.030 (Unlawful hauling of City's Waste - Exceptions)

Section 21.36.084 (Prohibition on use of expanded polystyrene food service products)

Section 21.36.086 (Compostable or recyclable food service ware required)

Section 21.36.089 (Construction and demolition waste recycling required)

Section 21.36.100 (Single-use plastic and recyclable paper checkout bags)

C. The violation of or failure to comply with any of the following sections is a Class 2 civil infraction

under RCW 7.80.120:

Section 21.36.410 (Littering)

((C.)) D. The violation of or failure to comply with any of the following sections ((shall be a civil

infraction and subject as)) is a Class 3 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120 ((to a maximum monetary penalty

and default amount of $50, not including statutory assessments)):

Section 21.36.044 (Containers required - Nonresidential)

((Section 21.36.410 (Littering)))

Section 21.36.425 (Accumulation of solid waste)

Section 21.36.430 (Unlawful use of City litter receptacles)

Section 21.36.440 (Unlawful use of solid waste container on private property)

((D.)) E. For purposes of RCW 7.80.040, the "enforcement officers" authorized to enforce the

provisions of the Solid Waste Code are: (1) the Director of Seattle Public Utilities; (2) authorized

representatives, assistants, or designees of the Director of Seattle Public Utilities; and (3) commissioned

officers of the Seattle Police Department and persons issued nonuniformed special police officer commissions

by the Chief of Police with authority to enforce such provisions.

((E.)) F. An action for a civil infraction shall be processed in the manner contemplated by chapter 7.80

RCW.
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((F.)) G. The City Attorney is authorized for and on behalf of The City of Seattle to initiate legal action

to enforce this Chapter 21.36 as deemed necessary and appropriate.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 1.04.020 and

1.04.070.

Passed by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2025, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this _____ day of _________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________
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Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: CBO Contact/Phone: 

Law – Criminal James Kenny/ 684-8532 N/A 

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s civil infraction code; conforming 

the Seattle Municipal Code with changes in state law and making technical corrections; and 

amending Sections 16.64.040 and 21.36.922 of the Seattle Municipal Code. 

 

Summary and Background of the Legislation: 

 

The civil infraction ordinance is designed to ensure that Seattle’s civil infraction code 

generally matches state law.   

 

The primary effects of this ordinance are to: 

 Section 1.  It updates 16.64.040, the Harbor Code, to make the default infraction 

penalty a class 2 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120, which is $125.   

 Section 2.  It updates 21.36.922 to increase littering infraction penalties under 

21.36.410 to class 2 civil infractions under RCW 7.80.120, which is $125, to 

implement Chapter 312, Laws of 2025, ESHB 1293.  Currently, the littering 

infraction penalty is a class 3 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120, which is $50. 

 

 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?  ___ Yes __X__ No  

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?  ___ Yes __X_ No 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to the City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? No. 
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Are there financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? No. 
 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? This 

legislation would impact the Seattle Police Department and Municipal Court. 
. 

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? No. 

 

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? No. 

 

d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? No. 

 

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities?  What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the 

public? This legislation does not appear to have any RSJI implications or impact any 

vulnerable or historically disadvantaged community. 

 

f. Climate Change Implications 

1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a 

material way? No. 

 

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so, 

explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or 

could be done to mitigate the effects. No. 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s). This legislation does not include a 

new initiative or major programmatic expansion. 

 

Summary Attachments: None. 
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CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s criminal code; conforming the Seattle Municipal Code with changes in
state law and making technical corrections; adding a new Section 12A.06.095 to the Seattle Municipal
Code; amending Sections 3.33.020, 12A.06.187, 12A.06.195, 12A.09.020, 12A.12.040, 12A.14.075,
and 12A.14.170 of the Seattle Municipal Code; and repealing Sections 12A.06.045, 12A.08.120, and
12A.08.130 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 3.33.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 125881, is

amended as follows:

3.33.020 Jurisdiction-Authority

The Municipal Court has jurisdiction to try violations of all City ordinances and all other actions brought to

enforce or recover license penalties or forfeitures declared or given by any such ordinances. It is empowered to

forfeit cash bail or bail bonds and issue execution thereon, to hear and determine all causes, civil or criminal,

arising under such ordinances, and to pronounce judgment in accordance therewith; provided, that for a

violation of the criminal provisions of an ordinance no greater punishment shall be imposed than is authorized

by state law. Judges of the Municipal Court shall not defer sentence for an offense sentenced under Section

11.56.025. As authorized by RCW 35.20.255, the period of probation shall not extend for more than five years

from the date of conviction for a defendant sentenced under Section 11.56.025 or for a domestic violence

crime, which includes any non-felony crime listed in RCW 10.99.020, and the following crimes when

committed by one family or household member, as that term is defined in Section ((12A.06.120)) 12A.09.020,

against another: Assault, Stalking, and Violation of an Order under Section 12A.09.020, Reckless
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Endangerment under Section 12A.06.050, Coercion under Section 12A.06.090, Interfering with the Reporting

of Domestic Violence under Section 12A.06.187, Property Destruction under Section 12A.08.020, Criminal

Trespass First Degree under Section 12A.08.040, and Criminal Trespass Second Degree under Section

12A.08.040; and two years in all other cases. All civil and criminal proceedings in Municipal Court, and

judgments rendered therein, shall be subject to review in the Superior Court by writ of review or on appeal.

Costs in civil and criminal cases may be taxed as provided by law.

Section 2. Section 12A.06.045 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126691, is

repealed:

((12A.06.045 Cyberstalking

A. A person is guilty of cyberstalking if he or she, without lawful authority and under circumstances not

amounting to a felony attempt of another crime:

1. Knowingly and without consent:

a. Installs or monitors an electronic tracking device with the intent to track the location of

another person; or

b. Causes an electronic tracking device to be installed, placed, or used with the intent to

track the location of another person; and

2.

a. Knows or reasonably should know that knowledge of the installation or monitoring of

the tracking device would cause the other person reasonable fear;

b. Has notice that the other person does not want to be contacted or monitored by him or

her; or

c. The other person has a protective order in effect protecting him or her from the

defendant.

B. It is not a defense to the crime of cyberstalking that the person was not given actual notice that the
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other person did not want the defendant to contact or monitor him or her. It is not a defense to the crime of

cyberstalking that the defendant did not intend to frighten, intimidate, or harass the other person.

C. The provisions of this Section 12A.06.045 do not apply to the installation, placement, or use of an

electronic tracking device by any of the following:

1. A law enforcement officer, judicial officer, probation or parole officer, or other public

employee when any such person is engaged in the lawful performance of official duties and in accordance with

state or federal law;

2. The installation, placement, or use of an electronic tracking device authorized by an order of a

municipal, state, or federal court;

3. A legal guardian for a disabled adult or a legally authorized individual or organization

designated to provide protective services to a disabled adult when the electronic tracking device is installed,

placed, or used to track the location of the disabled adult for which the defendant is a legal guardian or the

individual or organization is designated to provide protective services;

4. A parent or legal guardian of a minor when the electronic tracking device is installed, placed,

or used to track the location of that minor unless the parent or legal guardian is subject to a court order that

orders the parent or legal guardian not to assault, threaten, harass, follow, or contact that minor;

5. An employer, school, or other organization, who owns the device on which the tracking

device is installed and provides the device to a person for use in connection with the person's involvement with

the employer, school, or other organization and the use of the device is limited to recovering lost or stolen

items; or

6. The owner of fleet vehicles, when tracking such vehicles. For the purposes of this Section

12A.06.045, "fleet vehicle" means any of the following:

a. One or more motor vehicles owned by a single entity and operated by employees or

agents of the entity for business or government purposes;
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b. Motor vehicles held for lease or rental to the general public; or

c. Motor vehicles held for sale, or used as demonstrators, test vehicles, or loaner

vehicles, by motor vehicle dealers.))

Section 3. A new Section 12A.06.095 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:

12A.06.095 Hazing

A. No student, or other person in attendance at any public or private institution of higher education, or

any other postsecondary educational institution, may intentionally haze another.

B. As used in this Section 12A.06.095, "hazing" includes any act committed as part of a person's

recruitment, initiation, pledging, admission into, or affiliation with a student organization, athletic team, or

living group, or any pastime or amusement engaged in with respect to such an organization, athletic team, or

living group that causes, or is likely to cause, bodily danger or physical harm, or serious psychological or

emotional harm, to any student or other person attending a public or private institution of higher education or

other postsecondary educational institution in this City, including causing, directing, coercing, or forcing a

person to consume any food, liquid, alcohol, drug, or other substance which subjects the person to risk of such

harm, regardless of the person's willingness to participate. "Hazing" does not include customary athletic events

or other similar contests or competitions.

C. Hazing is a gross misdemeanor.

Section 4. Section 12A.06.187 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance 118107, is

amended as follows:

12A.06.187 Interfering with the reporting of domestic violence((.))

A. A person commits the crime of interfering with the reporting of domestic violence if the person:

1. Commits a crime of domestic violence, as defined in Section ((12A.06.120)) 12A.09.020; and

2. Prevents or attempts to prevent the victim of or a witness to that domestic violence from

calling a 911 emergency communication system, obtaining medical assistance or making a report to any law
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enforcement official.

B. Commission of a crime of domestic violence under subsection ((A of this section)) 12A.06.187.A is a

necessary element of the crime of interfering with the reporting of domestic violence.

C. Interfering with the reporting of domestic violence is a gross misdemeanor.

Section 5. Section 12A.06.195 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 125881, is

amended as follows:

12A.06.195 Court order requiring surrender of firearm, dangerous weapon, or concealed pistol license

* * *

B. When entering an order authorized under Section ((12A.06.130, 12A.06.165, or 12A.06.170))

12A.09.020 or RCW 7.105.450, 7.105.455, 9A.46.040, 9A.46.050, 9A.46.080, ((or)) 9A.46.085, 10.99.040, or

10.99.050 and upon a showing by either clear and convincing evidence or a preponderance of the evidence, but

not by clear and convincing evidence, that a party has used, displayed, or threatened to use a firearm or other

dangerous weapon in a felony, that a party has previously committed any offense making the party ineligible to

possess a firearm under the provisions of RCW 9.41.040 or that a party's possession of a firearm or other

dangerous weapon presents a serious and imminent threat to public health or safety or to the health or safety of

any person, the court shall:

1. Require the party to surrender any firearm or other dangerous weapon;

2. Require the party to surrender any concealed pistol license issued under RCW 9.41.070;

3. Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing a firearm or other dangerous weapon;

4. Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing a concealed pistol license.

C. During any period of time a person is subject to a court order issued under Section ((12A.06.130,

12A.06.165, or 12A.06.170)) 12A.09.020 or RCW 7.105.450, 7.105.455, 9A.46.040, 9A.46.050, 9A.46.080, ((

or)) 9A.46.085, 10.99.040, or 10.99.050 after a hearing of which the person received actual notice and at which

the person had an opportunity to participate, that restrains the person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an
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intimate partner of the person or child of the intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would

place an intimate partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child, that includes a finding that

the person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of the intimate partner or child, and, that, by its

terms, explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against the intimate

partner or child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury, the court shall:

1. Require the party to surrender any firearm or other dangerous weapon;

2. Require the party to surrender any concealed pistol license issued under RCW 9.41.070;

3. Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing a firearm or other dangerous weapon; and

4. Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing a concealed pistol license.

* * *

Section 6. Section 12A.08.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance 108567, is

repealed:

((12A.08.120 Vehicle Prowling

A person is guilty of vehicle prowling if, with intent to commit a crime against a person or property therein, he

enters or remains unlawfully in a vehicle.))

Section 7. Section 12A.08.130 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 122789, is

repealed:

((12A.08.130 Criminal impersonation.

A. A person is guilty of criminal impersonation if the person:

1. claims to be a law enforcement officer or creates an impression that he or she is a law

enforcement officer, does an act with intent to convey the impression that he or she is acting in an official

capacity and a reasonable person would believe the person is a law enforcement officer; or

2. falsely assumes the identity of a veteran or active duty member of the armed forces of the

United States with intent to defraud for the purpose of personal gain or to facilitate any unlawful activity.
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B. Criminal impersonation is a gross misdemeanor.))

Section 8. Section 12A.09.020 of the Seattle Municipal code, last amended by Ordinance 127056, is

amended as follows:

12A.09.020 Adoption of RCW sections

The following RCW sections as amended are adopted by reference:

* * *

7.105.460 - Enforcement and penalties - Extreme risk protection orders - False petitions

9.41.010 - Definitions

9.41.368 - Firearm security and storage - Loss or theft - Owner or other person

9.41.390 - Assault weapons - Manufacturing, importing, distributing, selling prohibited - Exceptions -

Penalty

* * *

9A.50.900 - Construction

9A.52.100 - Vehicle prowling in the second degree

9A.60.010 - Definitions

9A.60.045 - Criminal impersonation in the second degree

9A.82.180(1), (2), (3)(a), (4), (7) - Catalytic converters - Marking requirements - Defense

* * *

69.50.4018 - Sentencing considerations (except that these provisions apply to all misdemeanors and

gross misdemeanors for public use and possession of a controlled substance)

Chapter 116, Laws of 2025 - Traveling animal acts - Certain animals

* * *

Section 9. Section 12A.12.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 123191, is

amended as follows:
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12A.12.040 Disorderly conduct on buses

* * *

B. As used in this Section 12A.12.040:

1. "Transit station" or "transit facility" means all passenger facilities, structures, stops, shelters,

bus zones, properties, and rights-of-way of all kinds that are owned, leased, held, or used by a transit authority

for the purpose of providing public transportation services.

2. "Transit vehicle" means any motor vehicle, street car, train, trolley vehicle, ferry boat, or any

other device, vessel or vehicle that is owned or operated by a transit authority or an entity providing service on

behalf of a transit authority that is used for the purpose of carrying passengers on a regular schedule.

3. "Transit authority" means a city transit system under RCW 35.58.2721 or chapter 35.95A

RCW, a county transportation authority under chapter 36.57 RCW, a metropolitan municipal corporation transit

system under chapter 36.56 RCW, a public transportation benefit area under chapter 36.57A RCW, an

unincorporated transportation benefit area under RCW 36.57.100, a regional transportation authority under

chapter 81.112 RCW, the Washington state ferries, or any special purpose district formed to operate a public

transportation system.

* * *

Section 10. Section 12A.14.075 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 124301, is

amended as follows:

12A.14.075 Unlawful use of weapons to intimidate another

* * *

D. Effective May 1, 2027, a person convicted of unlawful use of weapons to intimidate another shall

lose his or her permit to purchase firearms, if any, and the court shall send notice of the conviction to the

Washington State Patrol firearms background check program.

Section 11. Section 12A.14.170 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126691, is
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amended as follows:

12A.14.170 Weapons prohibited in certain places

A. It is unlawful for any person to enter the following places when he or she knowingly possesses or

knowingly has under his or her control a weapon:

1. The restricted access areas of a jail, or of a law enforcement facility, or any place used for the

confinement of a person (a) arrested for, charged with, or convicted of an offense((,)) ; (b) held for extradition

or as a material witness((,)) ; or (c) otherwise confined pursuant to an order of a court, except an order under ((

RCW Chapter)) chapter 13.32A or 13.34 RCW. Restricted access areas do not include common areas of egress

or ingress open to the general public;

2. Those areas in any building which are used in connection with court proceedings, including

courtrooms, jury rooms, judge's chambers, offices and areas used to conduct court business, waiting areas, and

corridors adjacent to areas used in connection with court proceedings. The restricted areas do not include

common areas of ingress and egress to the building that is used in connection with court proceedings, when it is

possible to protect court areas without restricting ingress and egress to the building. The restricted areas shall be

the minimum necessary to fulfill the objective of this subsection 12A.14.170.A.2. For purposes of this

subsection 12A.14.170.A.2, "weapon" means any firearm, explosive as defined in RCW 70.74.010, or any

weapon of the kind usually known as slung shot, sand club, or metal knuckles, or any knife, dagger, dirk, or

other similar weapon that is capable of causing death or bodily injury and is commonly used with the intent to

cause death or bodily injury. In addition, the local legislative authority shall provide either a stationary locked

box sufficient in size for pistols and key to a weapon owner for weapon storage, or shall designate an official to

receive weapons for safekeeping, during the owner's visit to restricted areas of the building. The locked box or

designated official shall be located within the same building used in connection with court proceedings. The

local legislative authority shall be liable for any negligence causing damage to or loss of a weapon either placed

in a locked box or left with an official during the owner's visit to restricted areas of the building. The local
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judicial authority shall designate and clearly mark those areas where weapons are prohibited, and shall post

notices at each entrance to the building of the prohibition against weapons in the restricted areas;

3. The restricted access areas of a public mental health facility certified by the department of

social and health services for inpatient hospital care and state institutions for the care of the mentally ill,

excluding those facilities solely for evaluation and treatment. Restricted access areas do not include common

areas of egress and ingress open to the general public;

4. That portion of an establishment classified by the state liquor control board as off-limits to

persons under ((twenty-one ()) 21 (())) years of age; ((or))

5. The restricted access areas of a commercial service airport designated in the airport security

plan approved by the federal transportation security administration, including passenger screening checkpoints

at or beyond the point at which a passenger initiates the screening process. These areas do not include airport

drives, general parking areas and walkways, and shops and areas of the terminal that are outside the screening

checkpoints and that are normally open to unscreened passengers or visitors to the airport. Any restricted access

area shall be clearly indicated by prominent signs indicating that firearms and other weapons are prohibited in

the area ((.)) ;

6. The premises of a library established or maintained pursuant to the authority of chapter 27.12

RCW;

7. The premises of a zoo or aquarium accredited or certified by the Association of Zoos and

Aquariums or the Zoological Association of America or a facility with a current signed memorandum of

participation with an Association of Zoos and Aquariums Species Survival Plan; or

8. The premises of a transit station or transit facility. For purposes of this subsection

12A.14.170.A.8, "transit station" and "transit facility" have the same meaning as defined in RCW 9.91.025.

"Transit station" and "transit facility" do not include any "transit vehicle" as that term is defined in RCW

9.91.025.
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B. The perimeter of the premises of any specific location covered by subsection ((A of this section))

12A.14.170.A shall be posted at reasonable intervals to alert the public as to the existence of any law restricting

the possession of firearms on the premises.

* * *

D. Subsections 12A.14.170.A.1, 12A.14.170.A.2, 12A.14.170.A.3, ((and)) 12A.14.170.A.5,

12A.14.170.A.6, 12A.14.170.A.7, and 12A.14.170.A.8 do not apply to correctional personnel or community

corrections officers, as long as they are employed as such, who have completed government-sponsored law

enforcement firearms training, except that subsection 12A.14.170.A.2 does apply to a correctional employee or

community corrections officer who is present at a courthouse building as a party to an antiharassment

protection order action or a domestic violence protection order action under chapter 7.105 or 10.99 RCW, or an

action under Title 26 RCW where any party has alleged the existence of domestic violence as defined in RCW

7.105.010.

* * *

Section 12. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 1.04.020

and 1.04.070.

Passed by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2025, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this _____ day of _________________, 2025.
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____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: Executive Contact/Phone: 

Law – Criminal James Kenny/ 684-8532  

 
* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s criminal code; conforming the Seattle 

Municipal Code with changes in state law and making technical corrections; adding a new 

Section 12A.06.095 to the Seattle Municipal Code; amending Sections 3.33.020, 12A.06.187, 

12A.06.195, 12A.09.020, 12A.12.040, 12A.14.075, and 12A.14.170 of the Seattle Municipal 

Code; and repealing Sections 12A.06.045, 12A.08.120, and 12A.08.130 of the Seattle Municipal 

Code. 

 

Summary and background of the Legislation: This legislation updates Seattle’s criminal code 

mostly to reflect changes made to corresponding state statutes by the Legislature in 2023-2025. 

This is done because the State requires in RCW 39.34.180 that the City be responsible for all 

misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor crimes occurring in the City. Pursuant to RCW 35.21.163, 

the penalty for City misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor crimes must generally match that of 

State misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor crimes. 

 

The primary effects of this ordinance are to: 

 

 Section 1. It has a technical correction to 3.33.020 updating a citation from a repealed 

ordinance, 12A.06.120, to a current ordinance, 12A.09.020. 

 Section 2. It repeals Cyberstalking under SMC 12A.06.045 because in 2023 the 

Legislature merged the crimes of Cyberstalking and Stalking in RCW 9A.46.110 

using Chapter 461, Laws of 2023, HB 1696, and repealed the former crime of 

Cyberstalking in RCW 9A.90.130. The City adopted by reference as amended the 

crime of Stalking in RCW 9A.46.110 through SMC 12A.09.020 in Ordinance 

125881, so Cyberstalking under SMC 12A.06.045 is no longer needed because RCW 

9A.46.110 now includes Cyberstalking. 

 Section 3. It adds the crime of Hazing as a new section 12A.06.095, which is modeled 

after RCW 28B.10.901, which was amended by the Legislature in Chapter 196, Laws 

of 2023, HB 1002.  

 Section 4. It has a technical correction to 12A.06.187 updating a citation from a 

repealed ordinance, 12A.06.120, to a current ordinance, 12A.09.020.  

 Section 5. It has technical corrections to 12A.06.195 updating repealed ordinance 

citations to current ordinance citations. 

 Section 6. It repeals 12A.08.120 Vehicle Prowling so that it can be replaced by 

adopting RCW 9A.52.100 so prolific vehicle prowlers who reach their third or 

subsequent offense can be prosecuted as a felony offense. This is done at the request 

of the KCPAO. 
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 Section 7. It repeals 12A.08.130, Criminal Impersonation, so that it can be replaced 

by adopting RCW 9A.60.045, Criminal Impersonation in the Second Degree, and 

RCW 9A.60.010, Definitions. This implements Chapter 51, Laws of 2025, SHB 

1205. 

 Section 8. It adopts by reference RCW 9.41.010 which the Legislature amended in 

2023 to have an expansive definition of assault weapon, which is necessary to support 

the sale of assault weapons ban gross misdemeanor, passed by the Legislature in 2023 

in Chapter 162, Laws of 2023, SHB 1240. It adopts by reference RCW 9.41.368 

which is the civil infraction of failing to report a lost or stolen firearm which was 

passed by the Legislature in 2024 in Chapter 286, Laws of 2024, SHB 1903. It adopts 

by reference RCW 9.41.390 the sale of assault weapons ban which is a gross 

misdemeanor passed by the Legislature in 2023 in Chapter 162, Laws of 2023, SHB 

1240. It adopts by reference Vehicle Prowling in the Second Degree under RCW 

9A.52.100, at the request of the KCPAO. It adopts by reference RCW 9A.60.045, 

Criminal Impersonation in the Second Degree, and RCW 9A.60.010, Definitions, to 

implement Chapter 51, Laws of 2025, SHB 1205. It adopts by reference portions of 

RCW 9A.82.180 which make it a gross misdemeanor to possess up to six catalytic 

converters that do not contain the appropriate identification and passed by the 

Legislature in 2024 in Chapter 301, Laws of 2024, ESHB 2153. It adopts by reference 

a gross misdemeanor ban on certain animals used in traveling animal acts, which 

implements Chapter 116, Laws of 2025, ESB 5065. 

 Section 9. It amends the crime of Disorderly Conduct on Buses under 12A.12.040 to 

apply to Washington State ferries to implement Chapter 234, Laws of 2025, SB 5716. 

 Section 10. It amends the crime of Unlawful Use of Weapons to Intimidate Another 

under 12A.14.075 to include the penalty of losing one’s permit to purchase firearms, 

effective May 1, 2027, which implements Chapter 370, Laws of 2025, ESSHB 1163. 

 Section 11. It adds libraries, zoos, aquariums, transit stations, and transit facilities to 

the list of places where it is a gross misdemeanor to possess a weapon under 

12A.14.170, which implements the Legislature’s changes to RCW 9.41.300 in 2024 

in Chapter 285, Laws of 2024, 2SSB 5444. 

 

 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project? ___ Yes   __X__ No  
 

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget? ___ Yes   __X__ No 

   

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to the City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? 
There could be some indirect cost to the Police Department, the City Attorney’s office and 

Municipal Court in adjudicating and sentencing the new crimes.  
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Are there financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? 

These new crimes are crimes under state law, which would be enforced in Seattle by the 

Police Department regardless of the legislation, so the cost to that department would not be 

affected by not implementing the legislation. The costs to the City Attorney’s Office and 

Municipal Court would be avoided by not implementing the legislation. Pursuant to RCW 

39.34.180, the City is responsible for all misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor crimes 

occurring in the City. 
. 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? This 

legislation would affect the Police Department, as officers would be enforcing these new 

crimes, the City Attorney’s Office in prosecuting the same, and Seattle Municipal Court in 

adjudicating and sentencing the same. 

 

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? No. 

 

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? No. 

 

d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? No. 

 

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities? Unknown. 

 

f. Climate Change Implications 

1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a 

material way? No. 

 

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so, 

explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or 

could be done to mitigate the effects. No. 

 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s). This legislation does not include a 

new initiative or major programmatic expansion. 

 

Summary Attachments: None. 
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CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s traffic code; conforming the Seattle Municipal Code with changes in
state law and making technical corrections; and amending Sections 11.22.080, 11.31.050, and 11.58.005
of the Seattle Municipal Code.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.22.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 124686, is

amended as follows:

11.22.080 Vehicle license plates displayed

A. Display requirements. No person shall operate any vehicle on any street or alley unless a valid

license plate or plates are attached thereon as required by RCW 46.16A.200. The vehicle license plates shall be

attached conspicuously at the front and rear of each vehicle for which the same are issued but if only one (((1)))

license plate is legally issued for any vehicle such plate shall be conspicuously attached to the rear of such

vehicle. Each vehicle license plate shall be placed or hung in a horizontal position at a distance of not more

than four (((4))) feet from the ground and shall be kept clean and uncovered so as to be plainly seen and read at

all times; this requirement shall not apply in cases where the Washington ((state patrol)) State Patrol has

granted permission to deviate therefrom, as provided in RCW 46.16A.200.

B. Unlawful acts. No person shall:

1. ((display)) Display a license plate or plates on the front or rear of any vehicle that were not

issued by Washington Department of Licensing for the vehicle;

2. ((display)) Display a license plate or plates on any vehicle that have been changed, altered, or
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disfigured, or have become illegible;

3. ((use)) Use license plate holders, frames, covers, or other materials that conceal, obstruct,

distort, change, alter, or make a license plate or plates illegible. License plate frames may be used on license

plates only if the frames do not obscure license tabs or identifying letters or numbers on the plates and the

license plates can be plainly seen and read at all times;

4. ((operate)) Operate a vehicle unless a valid license plate or plates are attached as required

under this ((section)) Section 11.22.080;

5. ((transfer)) Transfer a license plate or plates issued under ((RCW Chapter)) chapter 46.16A

RCW between two (((2))) or more vehicles without first making application to transfer the license plates. A

violation of this subsection (((B)(5))) 11.22.080.B.5 is a traffic infraction subject to a fine not to exceed ((five

hundred dollars ()) $500 (())); or

6. ((fail)) Fail, neglect, or refuse to endorse the registration certificate, except as authorized

under this ((section)) Section 11.22.080. (((RCW 46.16A.200)))

Section 2. Section 11.31.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126681, is

amended as follows:

11.31.050 Response to notice of traffic infraction-Contesting determination-Hearing-Failure to appear

A. Any person who receives a notice of traffic infraction shall respond to such notice as provided in this

((section)) Section 11.31.050 within ((fifteen (15))) 30 days of the date of the notice.

* * *

Section 3. Section 11.58.005 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126681, is

amended as follows:

11.58.005 Operating motor vehicle in a negligent manner-Penalty

* * *

C.
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1. A person commits negligent driving with a vulnerable user victim in the first degree if he or

she operates a vehicle, as defined in Section 11.14.710, in a manner that is both negligent and endangers or is

likely to endanger any person or property, and he or she proximately causes the death of a vulnerable user of a

public way.

2. Negligent driving with a vulnerable user victim in the first degree is a gross misdemeanor.

The mandatory minimum fine is $1,000, which may not be reduced. There shall be a suspension of driving

privileges for 90 days, and the court shall notify the Washington State Department of Licensing of the

suspension of driving privileges.

((1.)) 3. A person commits negligent driving with a vulnerable user victim in the second degree

((with a vulnerable user victim)) if, under circumstances not constituting negligent driving with a vulnerable

user victim in the first degree or negligent driving in the first degree, he or she operates a vehicle, as defined in

Section 11.14.710, in a manner that is both negligent and endangers or is likely to endanger any person or

property, and he or she proximately causes ((the death,)) great bodily harm((,)) or substantial bodily harm of a

vulnerable user of a public way.

((2.)) 4. Negligent driving with a vulnerable user victim in the second degree ((with a vulnerable

user victim)) is a traffic infraction and is subject to the penalties provided by RCW 46.61.526.

D. For the purposes of this Section 11.58.005:

1. "Negligent" means the failure to exercise ordinary care, and is the doing of some act that a

reasonably careful person would not do under the same or similar circumstances or the failure to do something

that a reasonably careful person would do under the same or similar circumstances.

2. "Exhibiting the effects of having consumed liquor, cannabis, or any drug" means that the

person has the odor of liquor, cannabis, or any drug on his or her breath, or that by speech, manner, appearance,

behavior, lack of coordination, or otherwise exhibits that he or she has consumed liquor, cannabis, or any drug,

and either:
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a. Is in possession of or in close proximity to a container that has or recently had liquor,

cannabis, or any drug in it; or

b. Is shown by other evidence to have recently consumed liquor, cannabis, or any drug.

3. "Exhibiting the effects of having inhaled or ingested any chemical, whether or not a legal substance,

for its intoxicating or hallucinatory effects" means that a person by speech, manner, appearance, behavior, or

lack of coordination or otherwise exhibits that he or she has inhaled or ingested a chemical and either:

a. Is in possession of the canister or container from which the chemical came; or

b. Is shown by other evidence to have recently inhaled or ingested a chemical for its

intoxicating or hallucinatory effects.

4. "Great bodily harm" and "substantial bodily harm" have the same meaning as provided in

RCW 9A.04.110.

5. “Vulnerable user of a public way” means:

a. A pedestrian;

b. A person riding an animal; or

c. A person operating or riding any of the following on a public way:

1) A farm tractor or implement of husbandry, without an enclosed shell;

2) A bicycle;

3) An electric-assisted bicycle;

4) An electric personal assistive mobility device;

5) A moped;

6) A motor-driven cycle;

7) A motorized foot scooter; or

8) A motorcycle.

E. Any act prohibited by this ((section)) Section 11.58.005 that also constitutes a crime under any other
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law of this City may be the basis of prosecution under such other law notwithstanding that it may also be the

basis for prosecution under this ((section)) Section 11.58.005. (((RCW 46.61.525)))

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 1.04.020 and

1.04.070.

Passed by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2025, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this _____ day of _________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk
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(Seal)
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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: CBO Contact/Phone: 

Law – Criminal James Kenny/ 684-8532 N/A 

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s traffic code; conforming the 

Seattle Municipal Code with changes in state law and making technical corrections; and 

amending Sections 11.22.080, 11.31.050, and 11.58.005 of the Seattle Municipal Code.  

 

Summary and Background of the Legislation: 

 

The traffic ordinance is designed to ensure that Seattle’s traffic code matches state law, 

which requires, pursuant to RCW 46.08.020, that traffic laws be uniform throughout the state 

and prohibits a local authority from enacting or enforcing any ordinance in conflict with the 

provisions of state traffic laws.  It is discretionary with the Council only to the extent that 

nobody can force the Council to enact legislation.   

 

The primary effects of this ordinance are to: 

 Section 1.  It updates 11.22.080 to make it an infraction to have a covered license 

plate, which implements a change to RCW 46.16A.200 in Chapter 84, Laws of 2024, 

HB 1963. 

 Section 2.  It updates 11.31.050 to allow 30 days to respond to a notice of infraction 

instead of 15 days, which implements a change to RCW 46.63.070(1) in Chapter 240, 

Laws of 2021, ESSB 5226. 

 Section 3.  It updates 11.58.005 to add the gross misdemeanor crime of Negligent 

Driving with a Vulnerable User Victim in the First Degree.  It clarifies that Negligent 

Driving with a Vulnerable User Victim in the Second Degree is a traffic infraction.  It 

provides a definition of “vulnerable user of a public way.”  All of these changes 

implement the new RCW 46.61.5259 and the amended RCW 46.61.526 from Chapter 

471, Laws of 2023, HB 1112. 

 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?  ___ Yes __X__ No  

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?  ___ Yes __X_ No 
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Does the legislation have other financial impacts to the City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? No. 

 

Are there financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? No. 
 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? This 

legislation would impact the Seattle Police Department and Municipal Court. 
. 

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? No. 

 

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? No. 

 

d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? No. 

 

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities?  What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the 

public? This legislation does not appear to have any RSJI implications or impact any 

vulnerable or historically disadvantaged community. 

 

f. Climate Change Implications 

1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a 

material way? No. 

 

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so, 

explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or 

could be done to mitigate the effects. No. 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s). This legislation does not include a 

new initiative or major programmatic expansion. 

 

Summary Attachments: None. 
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CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE __________________

COUNCIL BILL __________________

AN ORDINANCE relating to removing the City residency requirement for judges pro tempore in Seattle;
amending Section 3.33.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature has amended Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 35.20.200 to

provide, among other things, that the Presiding Judge has the authority to appoint Municipal Court

judges pro tempore, and that the terms of office of judges pro tempore must be specified in writing; and

WHEREAS, under Washington State case law the maximum term of appointment for judges pro tempore

appointed pursuant to the authority of an individual elected official cannot extend beyond the term of

office of that elected official; and

WHEREAS, Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) 3.33.140, governing the appointment of Municipal Court judges

pro tempore, should be consistent with RCW 35.20.200 and further should clearly set forth the

maximum allowable term of appointment consistent with state law; and

WHEREAS, RCW 35.20.200 only applies to cities that have more than 400,000 residents and all other

municipal and district courts are authorized to use pro tem judges without a city residency requirement;

and

WHEREAS, it has been increasingly difficult to find qualified pro tem judges who reside in Seattle, and

without available pro tem judges court calendars may need to be canceled; and

WHEREAS, RCW 35.20.200 was revised in the 2025 Legislative Session to allow for Seattle Municipal Court

to use pro tem judges who reside outside Seattle; NOW, THEREFORE,
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 3.33.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 120002, is

amended as follows:

3.33.140 Judges pro tempore((.))

A. The Presiding Municipal Court Judge shall((, from attorneys residing in the City and qualified to

hold the position of judge of the Municipal Court as provided in RCW 35.20.170 and SMC Section 3.33.110,))

appoint judges pro tempore who shall act in the absence of the regular judges of the Court or in addition to the

regular judges when the administration of justice and the accomplishment of the work of the Court make it

necessary. The Presiding Municipal Court Judge may appoint, as judges pro tempore, any full-time King

County District Court judges. The term of office for a judge pro tempore must be specified in writing and

cannot exceed the term of office of the regular elected Municipal Court judges.

B. A judge pro tempore must be an elector of the state and an attorney admitted to practice law before

the courts of record of the state. A judge pro tempore need not be a resident of Seattle.

C. While acting as judge of the Court, judges pro tempore shall have all of the powers of the regular

judges. Before entering upon his or her duties, each judge pro tempore shall take, subscribe and file an oath as

is taken by a municipal judge. Judges pro tempore shall not practice before the Municipal Court during their

term of office as judges pro tempore.

D. Municipal Court Judges pro tempore shall receive such compensation as shall be fixed by ordinance

of the City, and such compensation shall be paid by the City except that district court judges shall not be

compensated by the City other than pursuant to an interlocal agreement.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 1.04.020 and

1.04.070.

Passed by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2025, and signed by
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me in open session in authentication of its passage this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned / vetoed this ____day of _______________, 2025.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2025.

____________________________________

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE 

Department: Dept. Contact: CBO Contact: 

Seattle Municipal Court Gary Ireland Linda Taylor-Manning 

 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to removing the City residency requirement for 

judges pro tempore in Seattle; amending Section 3.33.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code. 

 

Summary and Background of the Legislation: This legislation removes a residency 

requirement from the position of judges pro tem. The Washington state legislature adopted a 

change to RCW 35.20.200 that eliminates a city residency requirement for municipal courts 

authorized under RCW 35.20.010. Seattle is the only Washington city that utilizes a municipal 

court authorized under RCW 35.20.010. Other municipal and district courts are already 

authorized under RCW to recruit pro tem judges without a residency requirement.  

 

The Seattle Municipal Court has had difficulty recruiting qualified pro tem judges in part 

because of the residency requirement. The intent of this legislation is to boost the number of pro 

tem judges, leading to reduced case load and time for resolution. Without an adequate pool of 

pro tem judges, Seattle Municipal Court must cancel or consolidate calendars, causing delays 

and impacting the efficient delivery of justice. 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?   Yes  No  
 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation have financial impacts to the City?   Yes  No 

 

3.d. Other Impacts 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle, including direct or 

indirect, one-time or ongoing costs, that are not included in Sections 3.a through 3.c? If so, 

please describe these financial impacts. 

No. 

 

If the legislation has costs, but they can be absorbed within existing operations, please 

describe how those costs can be absorbed. The description should clearly describe if the 

absorbed costs are achievable because the department had excess resources within their 

existing budget or if by absorbing these costs the department is deprioritizing other work 

that would have used these resources.  

N/A 
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Please describe any financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation. 

Without this legislation, the Seattle Municipal Court might continue struggling to find qualified 

judges pro tem. 

Please describe how this legislation may affect any City departments other than the 

originating department. 

N/A 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Is a public hearing required for this legislation?  

No. 

 

b. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

No. 

 

c. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?  

No. 

 

d. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative.  

 

i. How does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities? How did you arrive at this conclusion? In your response please 

consider impacts within City government (employees, internal programs) as well 

as in the broader community. 

N/A 

 

ii. Please attach any Racial Equity Toolkits or other racial equity analyses in the 

development and/or assessment of the legislation. 

 

iii. What is the Language Access Plan for any communications to the public? 

N/A 

 

e. Climate Change Implications  

 

i. Emissions: How is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions 

in a material way? Please attach any studies or other materials that were used to 

inform this response. 

N/A 

 

ii. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If 

so, explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what 

will or could be done to mitigate the effects. 

N/A 
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f. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)? What mechanisms will be used 

to measure progress towards meeting those goals? 

N/A 

 

g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP project that involves a shared financial 

commitment with a non-City partner agency or organization?  

No. 

 

5. ATTACHMENTS 

 

Summary Attachments: None. 
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