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Template last revised May 27, 2026 

SDOT and City executive leadership, if the City chooses to pursue 

strategies informed by the Task Force’s recommendations. Progress on 

any future goals would be tracked through existing City oversight and 

reporting processes, not through the Task Force itself. 

g. Does this legislation create a non-utility CIP that involves shared funding 

 with a non-City partner or organization? 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 
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Transportation Funding 
Task Force Appointments 
Transportation, Waterfront, and Seattle Center (STEPS) Committee
August 20, 2026
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2024 Seattle Transportation Levy

11.3 Durable Infrastructure Solutions

Commitments to Voters: 

By January 1, 2029, investigate and propose a comprehensive long-range 
strategy to:

▪ Achieve and maintain an FHWA rating of Good for at least 30% of vehicle bridges 
and a rating of Fair for at least 60% of vehicle bridges; 

▪ Achieve and maintain an average Pavement Condition Index of 80 for arterial 
streets; and

▪ Complete the missing sidewalk network Tier 1 through Tier 5. 

Investigate Transportation Impact Fees as a funding strategy for meeting 
sidewalk, bridge, and pavement needs and make recommendations for a 
Transportation Impact Fee proposal.
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Guiding Legislation
Resolution #32137  

• Directed initial Task Force composition, scope, and 
schedule

• Called for follow-up legislation with more details

Resolution #32145 

• Establish a Transportation Funding Task Force 

• Review current funding, policies, asset management

• Assess impacts/trade-offs of potential policy, funding, 
delivery tools

• Give particular focus to sidewalks, paving, and bridges 
(per Levy Attachment A)

• Provide updates to City Council every 6 months

• Final Recommendations to Council (Dec 2027)
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Guiding Legislation: Membership

Per Resolution #32145:

The Council and Mayor will work together to appoint a 
Task Force that represents diverse perspectives of: 

• Neighborhoods

• Businesses

• Accessibility Advocates 

• Mobility Advocates

• Labor

• Development community

• Transportation project delivery and funding experts

Task Force appointments are required to be 
confirmed by City Council via Resolution.
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Member Recruitment

Public Call for Applications 
Summer 2026

• Advertised widely across web, social 
media, blog posts

• 3 virtual Q&A sessions

• City partners and leadership helped 
spread the word

• Additional outreach to networks 
aligned with resolution categories of 
representation 

Written Applications  May
Assessed on relevant experience, perspectives, and 
interest statements

Interviews  June
30-minute virtual interviews to further evaluated how 
each candidate’s interests, backgrounds, experiences, 
perspectives, and availability could support this work 

Leadership Coordination  July
SDOT coordinated with Mayor’s Office and Council 
leadership to ensure alignment with resolution criteria 
and close gaps in underrepresented voices

Final Membership Slate  August
Submitted for Council Consideration of Appointment
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Attachment A

Appointees & Affiliations
• Erich Armbruster Ashworth Homes

• Taina Bartlett Keystone Capital and 
Strategy

• Michelle Benetua Seattle Parks 
Foundation, King County Open Space 
Equity Cabinet

• Fawzi Belal Urban League, Pacific 
Medical Center Community Board

• Cecelia Black Nondrivers Alliance, 
Seattle Planning Commission

• Clara Cantor Seattle Streets Alliance

• Dorene Cornwell American Council 
of the Blind, Washington Council of 
the Blind

• Marianna Hyke North Coast States 
Carpenters’ Union

• Billy Heatherington Seattle 
Building Trades, Washington Good 
Roads Association, LiUNA Local 242 

• Michael Hintze City of Redmond

• Lauren Lundberg SODO Business 
Improvement Area

• Kim McGillivray Solid Ground, King 
County Metro Fares Cabinet

• Grace Perez Noah’s Truck LLC, 
Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce

• Katy Ricchiuto Transportation 
Choices Coalition

• Bakary B. Sanneh National 
Association of Black Accountants 
Seattle Chapter, Africatown Land 
Trust

• DeiMarlon Scisney ETOD Advisory 
Group, Central District Community 
Preservation and Development 
Authority, Community Technology 
Advisory Board

• Dennis Sills Downtown Seattle 
Association, Housing Development 
Consortium, City of Bothell Salary 
Commission

• Yordanos Teferi Multicultural 
Community Coalition, King County 
Communities of Opportunity 
Governance Group, King County 
Equitable Development Initiative 

• Bart Treece UW Mobility Innovation 
Center, Commute Seattle

• Eugene Wasserman North Seattle 
Industrial Association 

• Kevin Werner Berkely National Labs, 
Seattle Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Former Move Seattle 
Levy Oversight Committee

• Lorelei Williams WSP, Puget Sound 
Regional Council, Seattle Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce

• Jade Yan SCIDpda, International 
Special Review District Board
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Getting to Work!

• August: One-on-One On-Boarding 
Meetings 

• September: Welcome Reception & 
Orientation 

• October 2026 - December 2027: Monthly 
Working Meetings

• Q1 2027: City Council Update
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Thank you!
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Street Improvement Permitting
STEPS Committee briefing
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Our Vision
• Seattle is an equitable, vibrant, 

and diverse city where moving 
around is safe, fair, and 
sustainable. All people and 
businesses can access their 
daily needs and feel connected 
to their community.

Values & Goals

• Safety
• Equity
• Sustainability
• Mobility & 

Economic 

Vitality
• Livability
• Excellence
• Maintenance & 

Modernization
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Presentation Outline

• Street Use permitting overview

• What a Street Improvement permit (SIP) is

• Code authority

• When and why a SIP is required

• SIP process overview

• SIP Lite 

• Why SIPs matter

• SIP permitting timelines
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Street Use permitting 
overview
• Street Use issues a wide variety of 

permits for use and construction in the 
right-of-way (ROW).

• Two-thirds of our permits issued each 
year are for right-of-way maintenance, 
construction, and minor utility permits

4

Permit Group & 
Type

# of 
Permits 

(2025)

Simple Permits 1195

ROW (Minor Utilities,  
Construction, and 
Maintenance) 9154

Majors (SIP & UMP) 660

Public Space 
Management 1083

Total 12092
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SIP in context

• Street improvement permits (SIP) fall 
under our major permit category and 
account for approximately 5% of our 
annual permit issuances.

• However, they often lead to other 
permits, including outdoor dining cafes, 
planters, and other furniture and 
amenities 
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What is a SIP?

Our most complex permit type.  Provides 
regulatory review for projects that:

• Include new infrastructure, or 
improvements that require an engineer

• Involve complex geometry that requires 
survey to understand

• Involve multiple assets and stakeholders

• Involve multiple codes, rules, and 
regulations

• Require as-built records
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Code authority
The Seattle Department 

of Construction and 
Inspections (SDCI) determines 
which right-of-way improvements a 
project must make under the Land 
Use Code (SMC 23).

We review and approve the design 
of these improvements and issue 
permits for their construction 
under the Street Use Code (SMC 
15).

Examples of Land Use Required 
Improvements:

• Sidewalks and walkways — SMC 
23.53.006

• Street Improvements — SMC 
23.53.010, 23.53.015, and 23.53.020

• ROW dimensions and access 
easements — SMC 23.53.025

• Alley improvements — SMC 23.53.030
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When a SIP is needed
These types of improvements require a 
SIP:

• New curbs, sidewalks and frontage 
improvements

• Water, sewer or stormwater main 
extensions

• New paving or street-widening projects

• More than 2,000 sq. ft. of new 
impervious surface

• Major projects such as Link Light Rail 
extensions
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SIP in Design
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SIP: before and after
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Critical links with SDCI

SIP has ties with SDCI permits to make 
sure that the onsite improvements and the 
street improvements work together. 

• 60% SIP links to SDCI building permit. This makes 
sure that the project meets our standards. 

• After the 60% approval, SDCI continues their 
permit review and issues the construction permit. 
This step doesn’t link to the SIP.

• We continue working with the applicant and issue 
the SIP.

• SDCI and SDOT Inspectors coordinate to confirm 
all required street improvements are complete 
before issuing certificates of occupancy.
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SIP Projects transform streets 
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SIPs are also for major civic projects

Ocean Pavilion

Washington State Convention Center

Climate Pledge Arena

Sound Transit facilities
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SIP projects related to SDCI permits

14

Year
SDCI Construction 

Permits Issued
Associated SIP and SIP 

Lite Permits
% SIPs

2022 1475 26 1.8%

2023 1420 34 2.4%

2024 1273 30 2.4%

2025 1422 37 2.6%
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How the SIP process works

Applicant 
Submits SIP

Pre-Application 

steps with SDCI
30% Submittal

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW (0-30%) 

Building 
Permit Intake 

at 60% 
Approval

60% Submittal 

Design Guidance

90% Submittal 

Formal Review

Approval &

Permit Issuance

SIP REVIEW (60% to 100%)
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SIP Lite: A faster track for small projects

• Projects installing new ADA curb ramps on corner lots

• Alley access improvements that are less than 2,000SF

• Dedication and widening of existing paved alley >2ft wide

• New curb and sidewalk adjacent to an existing curb and sidewalk on 
the same block face
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How the SIP Lite process works

Pre-Application 

steps with SDCI

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW

Applicant 
Submits 
SIP Lite

90% Submittal 

Formal Review

Approval &

Permit Issuance 

SIP REVIEW (90% to 100%)

64



Why SIPs matter

Street improvement permits are tool to 
create safer, consistent streets and sidewalks 
for a more livable Seattle. 

They matter because they create 
accountability to ensure private developers 
deliver accessible sidewalks and access to transit 
a community services, essential utility 
infrastructure for functional homes and 
buildings, and landscaping and street trees that 
enhance neighborhood livability for the people 
that will call them home or work.
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SIP permitting 
timelineCurrent timeline (last 90 days)

Permit 
Type

Total 
Days 
(p75)

Days 
with 
the 
City

Formal Review Time

1st cycle 
goal

Met
Add’l cycles 

goal
Met

SIP 1,343 477
30 

days
69% 20 days 72%

SIP Lite 848 299

75 percent of permits are approved 
within the number of days shown on 
the chart.

Timelines are affected by:
• Incomplete or poorly submitted 

drawings that require additional 
corrections

• Time gap between each correction 
submittals results in overall increase in 
permit timelines.

• City guidance delayed during review 
owing to capacity constraints
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Trend for SIP Lite Issuance Time (p75)

A line graph of how long it took to get a SIP Lite permit in calendar days. The graph covers the period from January 2025 to July 2026. The graph shows the total days, the number of days the permit application was with the applicant, and the number of days it was with the City.
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Questions?
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Contact

Stay in touch

alyse.nelson@seattle.gov

206-423-6330
seattle.gov/transportation
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