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Watch Council Meetings Live  View Past Council Meetings

              The City of Seattle encourages everyone to participate in its programs and activities. 

For disability accommodations, materials in alternate formats, accessibility information, or 

language interpretation or translation needs, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at 

206-684-8888 (TTY Relay 7-1-1), CityClerk@Seattle.gov, or visit 

https://seattle.gov/cityclerk/accommodations at your earliest opportunity. Providing at least 

72-hour notice will help ensure availability; sign language interpreting requests may take 

longer.
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Libraries, Education, and Neighborhoods 

Committee

Agenda

September 9, 2026 - 9:30 AM

Meeting Location:

https://www.seattle.gov/council/libraries-education-and-neighborhoods

Council Chamber, City Hall, 600 4th Avenue, Seattle, WA  98104

Committee Website:

Members of the public may register for remote or in-person Public 

Comment to address the Council. Please register in advance in order 

to be recognized by the Chair. Details on how to register for Public 

Comment are listed below:

Remote Public Comment - Register online to speak during the Public 

Comment period at the meeting at 

https://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/public-comment. Online 

registration to speak will begin one hour before the meeting start time, 

and registration will end at the conclusion of the Public Comment 

period during the meeting. 

In-Person Public Comment - Register to speak on the public comment 

sign-up sheet located inside Council Chambers at least 15 minutes 

prior to the meeting start time. Registration will end at the conclusion 

of the Public Comment period during the meeting. 

Please submit written comments no later than four business hours 

prior to the start of the meeting to ensure that they are distributed to 

Councilmembers prior to the meeting. Comments may be submitted 

at Council@seattle.gov or at Seattle City Hall, Attn: Council Public 

Comment, 600 4th Ave., Floor 2, Seattle, WA 98104. Business hours 

are considered 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Comments received after that time will 

be distributed after the meeting to Councilmembers and included as 

part of the public record.

Please Note: Times listed are estimated

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 2 
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September 9, 2026Libraries, Education, and 

Neighborhoods Committee

Agenda

A.  Call To Order

B.  Approval of the Agenda

C.  Public Comment

Members of the public may address items on the agenda and 

matters within the purview of the committee. Please register in 

advance to be recognized by the Chair.

D.  Items of Business

Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs (OIRA) Update on 

2025 Investments

1.

Supporting

Documents: Presentation

Briefing and Discussion (10 minutes)

Presenter: Oksana Bilobran, Director, Office of Immigrant and 

Refugee Affairs

Seattle Public Library (SPL) Library Levy Update and Seattle 

Reads 2026

2.

Supporting

Documents: Presentation

Briefing and Discussion (20 minutes)

Presenters: Tom Fay, Executive Director and Chief Librarian, and 

Kiersten Nelson, Seattle Public Library

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 3 
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September 9, 2026Libraries, Education, and 

Neighborhoods Committee

Agenda

Families, Education, Preschool, and Promise (FEPP) Levy 

Year 1 Implementation Update

3.

Supporting

Documents: Presentation

Briefing and Discussion (15 minutes)

Presenter: Dwane Chappelle, Director, Department of Education and 

Early Learning

E.  Adjournment

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 4 
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Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs (OIRA) Update on 2025 Investments
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

OIRA Updates: Immigration 
Enforcement Trends and $4M 
Expanded Investment Portfolio 

September 2026
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

Trends in Immigration Enforcement

• Enforcement numbers dipped 
December-February

• Numbers rose again starting in late 
spring

• July and August marked the highest 
numbers on record

• Between January to July, there were 
477 arrests in Seattle

• Roughly 2-3 arrests per day in 
Seattle

3 7



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

Trends in Immigration Enforcement

• Arrests have had no clear 
trend in location 
(neighborhood) or type of 
location (businesses, roads, 
highways, parking lots, 
airport)

• Similar intensity as in 
surrounding areas in King 
County

4
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

2

$4M Investment Overview
Investment Area

New Investment from 

$4M
Baseline Investment Total 2026 Investment

Removal Defense $1.3M $1.3M $2.6M

Rapid Response*

• Community Grants- $280,000

• Support for schools, workers, and businesses/service providers - $500,000

• Resource Navigation - $250,000

$1.03M
$240K (ongoing baseline)

$100K (Council one-time 

add)

$1.32M

Federal Funding Backfill*

• Legal Orientation Programs- $140,000

• Naturalization Services- $200,000

• English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) & Adult Basic Education -

$655,000

$995,000
$200K (Council one-time 

add)
$1.245M

Emergency Assistance/Basic Needs $300K $0 $300K + 

philanthropy

Language Access & Ethnic Media Needs $75K $40K $115K            

Additional Staffing (2.0 FTE) $300K - $300K

TOTAL $4.0M $1.88M $5.88M

*These figures are flexible and can be adjusted to meet unidentified emerging needs

9



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

Investment Community Impact
Removal Defense and Federal Funding Backfill

1. Legal Defense – The Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs launched 6 
contracts with legal providers to provide legal resources for community, including 
Know Your Rights Trainings, legal clinics and full legal representation. 

2. Naturalization – OIRA has worked with our existing partners to add investments 
to their contracts for Naturalization Services to assist low-income immigrants on 
the path to citizenship. 

3. ESOL & Adult Basic Education – OIRA completed the RFP process for the English 
for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) & Adult Basic Education to support both 
education and workforce development efforts.

5 10



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

Investment Community Impact  
Support for Key Sectors

1. Support for Businesses – OIRA is partnering with the Office of Economic Development (OED) to 
assist immigrant small business owners by providing training and resources. 

2. Support for Workers – OIRA is collaborating with the Office of Labor Standards to offer outreach 
on labor standards, Know Your Rights trainings, and legal support for immigrant workers. 

3. Support for SPS Families – OIRA is working in partnership with Alliance for Education to offer 
basic needs support and Know Your Rights Trainings for educators and families in Seattle Public 
Schools. 

4. Support for Service Providers – OIRA is teaming up with Communities Rising to assist service 
providers with developing preparedness plans. 

6 11



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

Investment Community Impact
Resource Navigation & Basic Needs Support

1. Small Community Grants – OIRA awarded grants to 28 community-based organizations 
addressing urgent and critical needs from immigration policy changes, including basic 
needs aid for income eligible residents, community education workshops, know-your-
rights trainings and family safety planning sessions.

2. OIRA collaborated with the Seattle Foundation to provide grants to community 
organizations addressing basic needs.

3. OIRA partnered with WAISN to support community resource navigation.

7 12



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

Community resource hubs

1. Stand Together Seattle website

2. OIRA website

8 13
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name
Office of Immigrant 
and Refugee Affairs

Questions?

9 14
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The Seattle Public Library 
Seattle Reads &

Library Levy Update
September 9, 2026

www.spl.org
1

Tom Fay, Executive Director and Chief Librarian

Stesha Barnes, Literature & Humanities Program Manager
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Seattle Reads

2

Founded in 1998, Seattle Reads is a city-wide 
book group where people are encouraged to 
read and discuss the same book.

Originally called “If All of Seattle Read the 
Same Book,” Seattle Reads was the first “One 
Book, One City” program. It proved so popular 
that the concept has spread across all 50 
states and even internationally.

The Library lends hundreds of copies of the 
featured book to readers prior to the author's 
visit.

17



Seattle Reads 2026 Selection

3

Our 2026 Seattle Reads selection is 
“True Biz” by Sara Nović.

“True Biz” is revelatory novel that 
plunges readers into the halls of a 
residential school for the deaf, where 
characters face crises both personal 
and political.

This is the first time a book by a deaf 
author has been chosen for Seattle 
Reads. 

18



Seattle Reads 2026 Events

4

• Friday, September 25, 11 a.m.: Ballard 
Branch, 5614 22nd Ave. N.W., Seattle

• Friday, September 25, 7 p.m.: Hugo House's 
Lapis Theater, 1634 11th Ave., Seattle

• Saturday, September 26, 11 a.m.: Southeast 
Seattle Senior Center, 4655 S. Holly St., 
Seattle

• Saturday, September 26, 3 p.m.: Central 
Library, Level 1 Microsoft Auditorium, 1000 
Fourth Ave., Seattle
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2026 Library Levy:
Read. Grow. Belong.

The 2026 Library Levy will invest in:

• Books: For a city of readers and a City of Literature

• Public spaces: Where everyone belongs

• Early literacy: For children and their caregivers

• Enrichment: Materials and programs for all ages

• Empowerment: Classes and resources to help 

achieve life goals
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2026 Library Levy
Investment Areas

Hours & Access
• Open hours at 27 libraries
• Early learning support
• All-ages programs

Collections
• Books and materials
• E-books and e-audiobooks

Building Maintenance
• Capital Improvements
• Routine and responsive maintenance

Technology & Online Services
• Public and staff computers
• Access to the high-speed internet
• Digital equity initiatives

Administration

21
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Levy Results

As we begin budgeting for 2027, we are 
incorporating these levy dollars into our 
planning.

75% of August voters said yes to the Library 
Levy proposal

The levy package presented to voters was 
$479.8M over seven years (2027-33)
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Thank you!

www.spl.org
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Slide 1

Every Child Ready-Families, Education, 
Preschool & Promise (FEPP) Levy 
Year 1 Implementation Updates
September 9, 2026
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Slide 2

Agenda

1 Grounding in Purpose

2 Governance Updates

3 Implementation Updates

4 Looking Ahead
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Slide 3

Grounding in Purpose

OUR VISION

All Seattle children and youth will attain the 

skills and credentials they need to make a 

living wage.

The Every Child Ready-FEPP Levy will invest in high-quality, 

equitable programs to support the learning, health, development, 

and safety of Seattle’s children and youth, from cradle to career.

27



Slide 4

Every Child Ready-FEPP Levy

Supporting children and families 
to establish a strong foundation 
for lifelong learning

Promoting the academic 
achievement and physical and 
mental wellness of students

Advancing college and career 
pathways with supported transitions 
and learning opportunities

28



Slide 5

Implementation Timeline

Year 1 Timeline
• Nov 2025- Voters approve Every Child 

Ready-FEPP Levy

• Jan 2026- Revenue collection begins; 
Calendar Year investments start 

• Aug 2026- Implementation & 
Evaluation Plan legislation takes effect 

• Sep 2026- School Year investments start 

ECR-FEPP Levy Year 1

2026 Calendar/Fiscal Year

School Year 2026-2027

29



Slide 6

Governance: Levy Oversight Committee

• Aug: 12 Mayoral and Council 
appointees confirmed

• Sep: Boards & Commissions 
training and required paperwork

• Oct: Retreat and first monthly 
meeting 

6 30



Slide 7

Governance: Interdepartmental Team (IDT)

• Sep: Cabinet-level kick-off meeting to 
review IDT charter including purpose, 
structure, and roles 

• Oct: Department staff workgroups 
begin

• Workgroup tasks:
• Finalize Q1-Q2 2026 Quarterly memo and 

external dashboard
• Finalize 6-year RFP schedule integrating 

re-bid requirement
• Evaluation co-design and workplan 

development 
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Slide 8

Implementation: Start

• 2026 Calendar year and SY 26-27 DEEL and SPR 
investments implemented as planned 

• Home Visiting and Health services began in Q1 as 
planned 

• Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) increased co-
pay support for families beginning on 9/1

• Childcare worker payment applications opened on 9/7

• 11th Year of Seattle Preschool Program (SPP) began 
this month with 35 locations participating in the new 
full year, ten-hour day model

8 32



Slide 9

Implementation: Learn

• 2026 Calendar year and SY 26-27 DEEL, SPR, 
and HSD investments in partnership with 
Seattle Public Schools (SPS), Public Health-
Seattle & King County (PHSKC), and 
community-based organizations 
implemented as planned 

• One-time investment in five additional SPS 
schools for SY 26-27 in final negotiation with 
SPS ($1M); Announcement expected late 
September

9 33



Slide 10

Implementation: Launch

• 2026 Calendar year and SY 26-27 DEEL 
and HSD investments with Seattle 
Colleges, University of Washington, 
and community-based organizations 
implemented as planned

• Path to Trades Non-Colleges RFP to 
open this Fall

10 34



Slide 11

Summary

All LOC members are confirmed and meetings start in October. 

All calendar year investments (started in Q1 or Q2 2026) are operating as 
planned and expected to meet annual service targets.

All 2026-2027 school year investment contracts (Q3 start) are signed 
or in final stages of negotiation.

Interdepartmental Team will start in September.1

2

3

4
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Looking Ahead for SY 2026-2027

12

Start

• Universal Childcare & 
Preschool Feasibility study 
begins

• Child Care Assistance Program 
process evaluation begins

• RFQ for SY 27-28 SPP 
expansion process

• Investment design for SPP 
Waitlist Voucher Pilot

Learn

• New Food Assistance Program

• Review Youth Mental Health 
portfolio process evaluation 
finding

• RFPs for investments beginning 
SY 27-28 (School-based, 
Community-based, Restorative 
Practices, Opportunity-Based 
Mentoring, School Based 
Health Centers)

• RFP for HSD Youth Behavioral 
Health

Launch

• Seattle Promise scholars, new 
and returning, start at Seattle 
Colleges September 28

• New Path to Trades services 
start

• RFP for HSD Youth 
Development

• Post-secondary Landscape 
Analysis study begins
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Thank you
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