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The growing rent 
debt crisis is 

disproportionately 
harming 

communities of 
color

ApartmentList.com Survey Data -

https://www.apartmentlist.com/research/september-housing-payments
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Working-class households are struggling to 
keep up with basic expenses
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Households reporting difficulty paying for usual household expenses in 
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US Census

https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/household-pulse-survey.html
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+ Capitalism’s major economic crisis

+ COVID crisis

+ Deferred (but not forgiven) expenses =

a tsunami of evictions, foreclosures, and 
bankruptcies once the emergency 
declarations expire
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The national 
tsunami

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-

estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/
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The 
Washington 

state 
tsunami

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-

estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/

• 649,000 – 789,000 
households at risk of 
eviction once emergency 
measures expire. 

• That’s 26–34% of all 
renter households
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The rent and mortgage 
moratoriums that our 
movement won are 
important stopgap 
measures - but they will 
not solve the mounting 
debt crisis that renters 
and working class
homeowners face

Kathryn, Central District: 

• “A freeze in evictions means 
nothing if people are faced with 2-
18 months of back rent to pay at 
the end of this crisis. You think 
homelessness in seattle is bad 
NOW?”

Kurt from Tacoma: 

• “Even with a moratorium on 
evictions, allowing rent debt to 
accrue during this disaster will 
ensure that our residents will be 
economically destabilized far 
beyond the time period of the 
work shutdown. We need to do 
everything we can to minimize 
upheaval until the illness and its 
direct impacts can be brought under 
control.”
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State/national movement to cancel 
all rent, mortgages, utilities, late 

fees, and housing debt

✔Cover all residential 
renters who have 
suffered 
economically during 
the COVID crisis.

✔Suspend mortgage 
payments for 
homeowners, small 
landlords (those who 
are “natural persons” 
i.e. not corporations), 
and affordable 
housing providers 
who have suffered 
economically during 
the COVID crisis.
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Tenants have organized, fought back, and won!
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Community panel

• What are you, your neighbors, and your co-workers experiencing 
during this COVID crisis?

• What must Seattle City Council and state government do to 
protect tenants from the eviction tsunami?

Seattle City Council Sustainability and Renters' Rights Committee

Councilmember Kshama Sawant, Chair
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