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STRATEGY 7

Encourage small and local business development opportunities.

ACTION NEXT STEPS

Develop land 
use tools to 
increase spaces 
for small and local 
businesses

Foster an identity 
or branding for 
the Crown Hill 
business district

Support local 
pop-up markets 
and vendors

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Existing staff

DEPTS 
OPCD

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Only in Seattle, 
NMF, SDOT Pole 
Banners

DEPTS 
OED, OPCD, SDOT

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Only in Seattle, 
NMF

DEPTS 
OPCD

COMMUNITY
•	 Participate in developing 

design guidelines and/or 
development standards

COMMUNITY
•	 Seek funding for amenities such 

as benches, banners, signs, etc.

•	 Continue building relationships 
and organizational capacity 
with local businesses

COMMUNITY
•	 Work with owners of 

underutilized properties to 
hold events

•	 Continue and expand Crown 
Hill Market and other local 
events

CITY STAFF
•	 Develop Design Guidelines 

and/or Development Standards 
that encourage smaller 
commercial spaces and 
pedestrian-oriented design in 
targeted areas

CITY STAFF
•	 Support community-led efforts

•	 Provide assistance with grant 
applications

CITY STAFF
•	 Develop Design Guidelines 

and/or Development Standards 
that encourage flexible event 
space in new development with 
associated electric and water 
hookups and public restrooms. 

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Focus on creating spaces for small businesses at 90th & Mary Ave to grow an environment that can 

support a vibrant, neighborhood-scaled business district

•	 Consider additional opportunities for growing small commercial nodes throughout the urban village 
that make it easier to walk and bike to access everyday needs

•	 Explore code changes that make it easier for residents to operate at-home businesses.

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Create a Crown Hill business directory and neighborhood business district branding

•	 Design and install pole banners and/or welcome signage at key locations, such as at the 
Holman pedestrian bridge. 

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Work with owners of vacant commercial spaces or parking lots to hold events such as food truck 

nights, host the Crown Hill Market, community dinners, and cleanup or garden workdays.

•	 Explore strategies to create indoor community meeting and gathering space (see page 16)
STRATEGY 8

Increase the tree canopy and green infrastructure.

ACTION NEXT STEPS

Leverage existing 
City programs 
to increase 
tree canopy, 
landscaping, 
raingardens, 
and community 
gardens or 
P-Patches

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Trees for 
Neighborhoods

DEPTS 
Parks, OPCD, SPU, 
SDOT

COMMUNITY
•	 Apply for free street and shade 

trees through Seattle’s Trees 
for Neighborhoods Program

•	 Encourage neighbors to plant 
trees and/or raingardens, 
especially in areas with 
localized flooding

•	 Participate in Design Review to 
encourage tree planting

CITY STAFF
•	 Support community-led efforts

•	 Pursue green infrastructure 
projects to reduce drainage and 
sewer problems while adding 
vegetation

•	 Explore potential for expanding 
green infrastructure retrofit 
projects and development 
partnerships

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Create signage for “landmark trees” and update Crown Hill Tree Walk Map

•	 Explore opportunities for landscaping future center medians
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STRATEGY 10

STRATEGY 9

Leverage growth to create an inclusive and family-friendly neighborhood.

Create opportunities for multi-cultural sharing, education, understanding, and celebration.

ACTION

ACTION

NEXT STEPS

NEXT STEPS

Encourage family-
friendly design 
and features 
throughout the 
neighborhood

Encourage family-
sized backyard 
cottages and 
tandem housing 
development

Increase the 
amount and 
variety of 
affordable housing 
options

Continue 
and expand 
community events 
and projects that 
bring together 
neighbors, 
community 
organizations, and 
local businesses

Collaborate 
with Indigenous 
communities 
to support and 
represent their 
cultures in 
authentic ways

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Neighborhood 
Matching Grants, 
Play Street Permits

DEPTS 
OPCD, SDOT

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
TBD

DEPTS 
OPCD

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS OR 
FUNDING 
MHA, Affordable 
Housing on Religious 
Organization Property

DEPTS 
OPCD, OH

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Neighborhood 
Matching Grants

DEPTS 
OPCD, SDOT, DON

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Neighborhood 
Matching Grants

DEPTS 
OPCD, DON

COMMUNITY
•	 Advocate for youth-focused design 

features in new development

•	 Initiate projects to involve youth in 
shaping the public realm

•	 Utilize the City’s Play Street Program

COMMUNITY
•	 Encourage property owners to 

add family-sized housing in their 
backyards

COMMUNITY
•	 Advocate for affordable housing 

development

•	 Explore ownership and funding 
models to create long-term 
affordability such as co-ops, 
co-housing, and land trusts

COMMUNITY
•	 Continue Holman Grove Street 

Festivals and other events

•	 Engage local businesses and 
community organizations to 
expand local events

COMMUNITY
•	 Support, engage, and 

collaborate with Indigenous 
communities on community 
events and public realm 
improvement projects

CITY STAFF
•	 Develop Design Guidelines 

and/or Development Standards 
that encourage child-friendly 
design features such as art, 
play spaces, natural areas, and 
amenities sized for children 

CITY STAFF
•	 Raise awareness about 

opportunities for adding ADUs 
and/or tandem houses on lots 
zoned RSL

CITY STAFF
•	 Explore land use tools to 

incentivize affordable housing

•	 Explore partnerships with 
service providers, community 
organizations or religious 
institutions to redevelop 
property with affordable housing

CITY STAFF
•	 Engage underrepresented 

communities to further identify 
and assist with implementing 
their interests for programs, 
events, and facilities

CITY STAFF
•	 Collaborate with Indigenous 

communities on Design 
Guidelines

•	 Collaborate on and support 
projects that integrate Indigenous 
culture, art, and place names in 
the public realm

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Involve youth and elderly in the creation of public art projects, especially to create child-friendly designs 

in underutilized spaces, such as pop-up parks designed for play, social seating, and natural play areas. 

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Incorporate family-friendly design features into ADUs, amenity space 

provided as part of new development

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Provide information to existing religious organizations who own land

•	 Connect existing religious organizations with affordable housing developers

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Create community events around physical improvements to the neighborhood, such as public 

art that reflect underrepresented cultures in Crown Hill and provide spaces for learning

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Explore how streetscape design, landscaping, architecture, public art, and public spaces can 

reflect Indigenous values and communities
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STRATEGY 12

Build community capacity for civic engagement and collective work.

Grow the 
capacity of 
community 
groups to 
manage 
and expand 
community-
serving 
initiatives

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
Only in Seattle, 
NMF

DEPTS 
OED, DON

COMMUNITY
•	 Seek funding to grow 

organizational capacity

•	 Continue building relationships 
with residents and businesses

•	 Create partnerships to share 
and improve resources, 
services, and collaboration

•	 Continue and grow community 
events, including Holman 
Grove Street Festival

CITY STAFF
•	 Connect community members 

and business owners to 
resources and technical 
assistance

STRATEGY 11

Integrate art into the public realm.

ACTION NEXT STEPS

Integrate local 
art into new 
development

Install 
temporary or 
permanent 
art and 
programming 
in underutilized 
spaces and on 
blank walls

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
NMF, mART Grants, 
NCA, Art in Parks 
Program

DEPTS 
ARTS, DON, OPCD,

POTENTIAL PROGRAMS 
OR FUNDING 
NMF, mART Grants, 
NCA, Art in Parks 
Program

DEPTS 
OPCD, SDOT, DON

COMMUNITY
•	 Advocate for art during Design 

Review process to include art 
in new development

•	 Engage and prioritize local 
artists from underrepresented 
communities and communities 
of color

COMMUNITY
•	 Work with owners of 

underutilized property to identify 
locations and plan art installations

•	 Work with SDOT Public Space 
Management to permit art 
installations in ROW

•	 Engage and prioritize local 
artists from underrepresented 
communities and communities 
of color

CITY STAFF
•	 Support community-led efforts

•	 Develop Design Guidelines 
and/or Development 
Standards that encourage 
tree planting inclusion of 
multicultural art in design 
guidelines

CITY STAFF
•	 Support community-led efforts

•	 Connect community with 
existing City programs and 
grants

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Foster identity of Crown Hill with art, such as a mural program featuring local artists, especially 

local BIPOC artists

•	 Connect individual art pieces as a neighborhood-wide feature, such as an outdoor museum or art 
walk

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Empower a broad range of community members and underrepresented groups to lead and 

participate in the creation of public art projects

•	 Create an “outdoor art museum” or mural district along Holman Road in ROW remnants

•	 Paint utility boxes, street murals, and crosswalks using SDOT Neighborhood & Community Permits

CONSIDERATIONS & IDEAS
•	 Form a Land Use Committee to coordinate community involvement in Design Review & 

other planning initiatives

•	 Expand youth engagement and leadership in community groups

•	 Work with DON to develop an inclusive engagement plan

•	 Develop a volunteer database and raise awareness about opportunities to participate
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KEY STRATEGIES & DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS
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Develop land use tools 
to increase spaces 
for small and local 
businesses and foster 
a walkable cluster 
of small and local 
businesses on Mary Ave 
& NW 90th St

Continue to grow 
“Holman Grove” as a 
community gathering 
space and catalyst 
for generating a 
neighborhood identity

Create multi-language 
wayfinding “Welcome 
to Crown Hill” signage, 
art, or pole banners, 
at gateways and along 
primary pedestrian routes

Integrate 
art into new 
development, 
especially 
along Holman 
Road & 85th

Encourage family-
friendly backyard 
cottages and 
tandem housing 
development, 
especially in RSL and 
LR1 zones

Grow a 
secondary 
commercial node 
with enhanced 
pedestrian space, 
art, and signage

Encourage 
family-friendly 
features along 
the Crown Hill 
Loop to make it 
interesting for 
all ages

Foster an identity or 
branding for the Crown 
Hill business district

Support and collaborate 
with Labateyah and other 
Indigenous communities 
to ensure their cultures 
and values are integrated 
into the built environment

Build on the identity 
and activity generated 
by Holman Grove 
by installing art and 
programming in 
underutilized spaces such 
as unused ROW or blank 
walls

COMMUNITY PRIORITY C
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A distinct neighborhood with great destinations and a vibrant public realm
COMMUNITY PRIORITY ACOMMUNITY PRIORITY A

Grow a walkable neighborhood center at NW 90th Street and NW Mary Ave. STRATEGY 1

STRATEGY 2

STRATEGY 3

Streets that encourage walking and make it easy to get around
COMMUNITY PRIORITY B

Design and implement projects that enhance pedestrian comfort and connectivity.

Create a more engaging and comfortable walking experience along arterial roads.

Improve the user experience at transit stops and plan for multi-modal hubs.

STRATEGY 4

STRATEGY 5

STRATEGY 6

SUMMARY OF STRATEGIES & ACTIONS

Create and enhance places that foster a cohesive neighborhood identity.

Encourage inviting open spaces and places for social interaction and public life.

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

a.	Use interim interventions and art installations to activate NW 90th Street & Mary Ave NW to 
create a community gathering space

b.	Designate NW 90th and/or NW Mary Ave as a Festival Street

c.	Integrate the concept of Holman Grove into the design of redevelopment and public spaces at 
Mary Ave & 90th

d.	Create a vibrant pedestrian environment on NW Mary Ave with commercial uses and 
community gathering spaces

e.	Reinforce neighborhood gateways and important corners with signage, architecture, public art, 
and streetscape improvements

f.	 Develop land use tools that increase the amount of green and open space that positively 
influence the public realm

g.	Explore land use tools and or partnerships to create indoor community meeting and event 
space

h.	Activate underutilized spaces in the public realm with programming, art,  markers, or murals

a.	Improve east-west connections across Holman Road and north-south connections across NW 
85th Street

b.	Implement land use tools that encourage through-block pedestrian connections in new 
development on long blocks

c.	Design & implement cost-effective walkways for residential areas that can slow traffic and 
provide space for trees and green stormwater infrastructure 

d.	Implement improvements on NW 85th St. that improve pedestrian comfort and traffic flow

e.	Develop land use regulations to require more comfortable and active pedestrian spaces along 
15th Ave NW

f.	 Explore locations and feasibility for landscaped medians on 15th Ave NW/Holman Road

g.	Identify transit-related improvements on arterial streets that increase the reliability and 
efficiency of transit service

h.	Improve the user experience at transit stops and plan for future transit.

807



CROWN HILL ACTION PLAN - DRAFT 31

COMMUNITY PRIORITY CCOMMUNITY PRIORITY C

Connected, engaged, and thriving communities

Encourage small and local business development opportunities. STRATEGY 7

STRATEGY 8

STRATEGY 9

STRATEGY 10

STRATEGY 11

STRATEGY 12

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

ACTIONS

a.	Develop land use tools to increase spaces for small and local businesses

b.	Foster an identity or branding for the Crown Hill business district

c.	Support local pop-up markets and vendors

d.	Leverage existing City programs to increase tree canopy, landscaping, raingardens, and 
community gardens or P-Patches

Increase the tree canopy and green infrastructure.

Provide opportunities for multi-cultural sharing, education, understanding, and celebration.

Leverage growth to foster an inclusive and family-friendly neighborhood.

Integrate art into the public realm.

Build community capacity for civic engagement and collective work.

e.	Continue and expand community events and projects that bring together neighbors, 
community organizations, and local businesses

f.	 Collaborate with local Indigenous communities on ways to support and represent their cultures 
in authentic ways

g.	Encourage family-friendly design and features throughout the neighborhood

h.	Encourage family-sized backyard cottages and tandem housing development

i.	 Increase the amount and variety of affordable housing options

j.	 Integrate local art into new development

k.	Install temporary or permanent art and programming in underutilized spaces and on blank 
walls

l.	 Grow the capacity of community groups to manage and expand community-serving 
initiatives

808



32 CROWN HILL ACTION PLAN - DRAFT 809



Ketil Freeman 
LEG Crown Hill Action Plan SUM  

D1 

1 
Template last revised: December 1, 2020 

SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: CBO Contact/Phone: 

Legislative Freeman 48178 NA 

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: 
A RESOLUTION recognizing the efforts of the Crown Hill community to prepare an action 

plan for their community; and identifying strategies and actions to implement the Crown Hill 

Urban Village Action Plan. 

 

Summary and background of the Legislation: 

This legislation recognizes the work of the Crown Hill community in developing an action 

plan to guide growth and redevelopment in the Crown Hill Urban Village in northwest Seattle. 

Development of the action plan began in 2018. 
 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?   ___ Yes _X_ No  

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?    ___ Yes _X_ No 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? 
No. 

 

Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? 

No. 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? 

Yes, the Office of Planning and Community Development, the Seattle Department of 

Transportation, and the Seattle Department of Neighborhoods. 

 

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? 

No 

 

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

No 
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d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? 

No, applicable throughout the Crown Hill urban village planning area.   

 

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities? What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the public? 

The plan was developed with input from multiple community meetings. Language access 

needs were assessed prior to each meeting. 

 

f. Climate Change Implications 

1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a 

material way?  

No. 

 

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so, 

explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or 

could be done to mitigate the effects. 

NA. 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)? 

NA. 

 

List attachments/exhibits below: 
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