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Seattle, WA 98104

Andrew J. Lewis, Chair
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Chair Info: 206-684-8807; Andrew.Lewis@seattle.gov

Agenda

Public Assets and Homelessness Committee

Watch Council Meetings Live  View Past Council Meetings

 

Council Chamber Listen Line: 206-684-8566

 

For accessibility information and for accommodation requests, please call 

206-684-8888 (TTY Relay 7-1-1), email CouncilAgenda@Seattle.gov, or visit 

http://seattle.gov/cityclerk/accommodations.
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Public Assets and Homelessness Committee

Agenda

July 6, 2022 - 2:00 PM

Meeting Location:

https://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/public-assets-and-homelessness 

Council Chamber, City Hall, 600 4th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

Committee Website:

This meeting also constitutes a meeting of the City Council, provided that the meeting shall be conducted as a 

committee meeting under the Council Rules and Procedures, and Council action shall be limited to committee 

business.

Members of the public may register for remote or in-person Public 

Comment to address the Council. Details on how to provide Public 

Comment are listed below:

Remote Public Comment - Register online to speak during the Public 

Comment period at the meeting at 

http://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/public-comment. Online 

registration to speak will begin two hours before the meeting start time, 

and registration will end at the conclusion of the Public Comment period 

during the meeting. Speakers must be registered in order to be 

recognized by the Chair.

In-Person Public Comment - Register to speak on the Public Comment 

sign-up sheet located inside Council Chambers at least 15 minutes prior 

to the meeting start time. Registration will end at the conclusion of the 

Public Comment period during the meeting. Speakers must be 

registered in order to be recognized by the Chair.

Submit written comments to Councilmember Lewis at 

Andrew.Lewis@seattle.gov

Please Note: Times listed are estimated

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 2 
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July 6, 2022Public Assets and Homelessness 

Committee

Agenda

A.  Call To Order

B.  Approval of the Agenda

C.  Public Comment

D.  Items of Business

Appointment of Yazmin Fatima Mehdi as member, Seattle Public 

Library Board of Trustees, for a term to April 1, 2027.

Appt 022651.

Attachments: Appointment Packet

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote 

Presenters: Tom Fay, Chief Librarian, Seattle Public Libraries; Carmen 

Bendixen, Board President, Seattle Public Libraries Board of Trustees

City Hall Park Intergovernmental Land Transfer2.

Attachments: Presentation

Briefing and Discussion

Presenters: Councilmember Jeanne Kohl-Welles, Karan Gill, Tom 

Koney, Tony Wright, King County

Seattle Parks Aquatics Update3.

Supporting

Documents: Presentation

Briefing and Discussion

Presenters: Acting Superintendent Christopher Williams, Mike 

Plympton, Justin Cutler, and Michele Finnegan, Seattle Parks and 

Recreation 

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 3 
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July 6, 2022Public Assets and Homelessness 

Committee

Agenda

E.  Adjournment

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 4 
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Appt 02265, Version: 1

Appointment of Yazmin Fatima Mehdi as member, Seattle Public Library Board of Trustees, for a term to April 1, 2027.

The Appointment Packet is provided as an attachment.

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 7/1/2022Page 1 of 1
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*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 

 
 

Appointee Name:  
Yazmin Fatima Mehdi 

Board/Commission Name: 
The Seattle Public Library Board of Trustees 

Position Title:  
Member 

 
  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 

 
 

City Council Confirmation required? 
 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

  City Council  
  Mayor  
  Other: Fill in appointing authority 

Term of Position: * 

4/2/2022 
to 
4/1/2027 

  
☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position 

Residential Neighborhood: 
Queen Anne 

Zip Code: 
98109 

Contact Phone No.:  
Business phone # - NOT personal phone 
# 

Background:  
Yazmin Mehdi has a rich and varied career history spanning the public sector and not-for-profit 
organizations including positions in the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation, the Seattle City 
Budget Office, the Seattle Mayor’s Office under Mayor Paul Schell, The Seattle Public Library, The 
Seattle Public Library Foundation, Crosscut.com, and most recently as Interim District Director for 
Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal.   

Ms. Mehdi has direct experience supporting The Seattle Public Library having been employed as a 
Special Assistant to the City Librarian for Strategic Planning and Projects, having been employed by The 
Seattle Public Library Foundation as Director of Community Programming and Events, and having 
served as a member of the Library Board’s Search Advisory Committee during their 2021-2022 national 
search for a new Chief Librarian.  

Ms. Mehdi has a strong background in volunteerism and board service including membership on the 
boards of Town Hall, University Preparatory Academy, Seattle Board of Park Commissioners, and 
Hilltop Children’s Center.  She holds an undergraduate degree in Social Studies from Harvard and a 
Master in Public Policy from the University of Michigan. 

Authorizing Signature (original signature):  

 
Date Signed (appointed): 6/23/22 
 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 
 

Mayor of Seattle 
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Inf 2080, Version: 1

City Hall Park Intergovernmental Land Transfer

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Printed on 7/1/2022Page 1 of 1
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City Hall Park Intergovernmental 
Land Transfer

Seattle City Council Public Assets and Homelessness committee meeting

July 6, 2022

2:00 PM
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In concert with direction from the council, Executive 
Constantine worked with then Mayor Durkan to propose a 
transfer of City Hall Park to the county in exchange for county 
owned property within the Seattle city limits. 

The King County Council adopted this proposed transfer 
through Ordinance 19379 on December 14, 2021.

King County Council Motion 15955
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Photo of Property to be received by King County 

 
 

Address of Property to be Received by King County: 400 Third Avenue, Seattle 
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Roads Property: 1239 S Rose Street, KCPN 218500-0895 

 
 

 

 

Wastewater Property: Cesar Chavez Park: 700 S Cloverdale St, KCPN 788360-3130 

 
 

Metro Property: 1403 NW 54th Street, KCPN 276830-0455 

 

Photo of Parcels to be Received by 
City of Seattle:
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Tax Title and Facilities Properties: 

Cesar Chavez Fragment 8401 7th Ave S, KCPN 788360-2915 

 

Sunset Hill Viewpoint Park, KCPN 047200-1460  

 
 

Inverness Ravine, KCPN342604-9188 
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W Duwamish GB – SW Othello, KCPN 211520-0100 

 
 

E Duwamish GB – S Massachusetts, KCPN 539260-0080 

 

Cheasty Green Space – S Columbian Way, KCPN 417460-0014 
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E Duwamish GB – 10th Ave S, KCPN 395940-1891 

 
 

Burke-Gilman Greenway – N, KCPN 882090-2280 

 

Burke Gilman Greenway – S, KCPN 735220-0730 

 
 

Duwamish Head GB – SW Walker St, 915160-0735 
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Upon transfer, King County’s first priority is the safe reopening 
of City Hall Park. The county is committed to a public process 
prior to activation of the park, and it will remain green space.
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The acquisition of City Hall Park by the County would inform 
and relate to the current civic campus planning initiative by 
offering a consistent ownership framework with a range of 
strategies aimed at increasing the viability of the City Hall Park 
as part of a holistic, safe, and welcoming urban environment. 

We will work with community partners to develop and evaluate 
options for park activation, and the potential revival of the 
Courthouse south entrance.
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Text

600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

File #: Inf 2081, Version: 1

Seattle Parks Aquatics Update
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 1July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and RecreationJuly 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

Seattle Parks and Recreation

Aquatics Ramp-Up

City Council Public Assets and Homelessness Committee

23



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 2July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

Overview of SPR Aquatics Line of Business

Funded Services (and Summer 2022 Status):

• 8 indoor pools (5 open)

• 2 outdoor pools (open)

• 9 lifeguarded beaches (6 open)

• 22 wading pools (20 open)

• Boat launches - 7 motorized + 20 hand-carry (open)

• 2 small craft boating facilities (open)

• 10 spray parks (9 open)

2022 Budget Summary: 

• $9.3M: 35% General Fund; 65% Park Fund (fees)

• 48.5 Regular FTE + ~200 year-round temporary employees
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 3July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

Ramping Up Aquatic Services: 2020 to 2022

• March 2020: Pools closed to public; hiring freeze in place

• Summer 2020: 5 beaches open – August only and within 
newly designed COVID protocols

• Fall 2020: Lifeguard recertification program held for 
current staff (COVID protocols)

• Summer 2021: 6 beaches open; also 11 wading pools, 2 
outdoor pools and 2 indoor pools (modified schedules)

• Fall 2021: 4 additional indoor pools open (modified 
schedule); begin offering lifeguard certification classes to 
public (COVID protocols)

• Winter 2022: 7th indoor pool opens (modified schedule)

• Summer 2022: 6 beaches, 7 pools (2 outdoor pools + 5 
indoor), 20 wading pools open
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 4July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

Summer Aquatics: Staffing

• Beach Program Deep Dive

• Staffing (assumes 9 beaches): 

• 1 Beach Program Supervisor

• 18 Beach Leadership Roles (7-day operations)

• ~80 temporary Beach Lifeguards

• Safety and training: Beach staff have a higher 
requirement than pool staff for fitness and 
swimming strength

• Reduced Site Selection Criteria: Past attendance, 
geographic distribution, equity, site characteristics 

• Summer Aquatics: The Aquatics team grows by 200+ seasonal staff 
each summer (beaches, indoor and outdoor pools, wading pools)
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Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 5July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

National Lifeguard Shortage

SPR is part of a national lifeguard shortage 
Contributing factors include:

• Consistent with overall labor shortage
• More employment opportunities at similar pay 

rates – many with fewer minimum requirements 
and less responsibility

• Temporary employees sought other roles 
during pandemic-related closures

• Normal “pipeline” to lifeguard training and 
employment stalled during COVID

• Despite continuous hiring efforts since fall 
2021, current status of SPR Lifeguard roles:
• Approximately 12 regular vacancies

• 200+ temporary vacancies

27



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 6July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

Lifeguard Requirements/Recruitment

Lifeguards are SPR employees and meet minimum qualifications:

• Minimum age: 16 years of age 

• Pre-employment physical and background check 

• American Red Cross Lifeguard Training Course and Certification

• Northwest Lifeguard Skills Test

• Additional training requirements for Beach Lifeguards, leadership positions 
(post-employment)

Recruitment Efforts: 

• Advertising on social media, City website, Washington Recreation and Parks 
Association, drowning prevention advocacy groups like the Washington State 
Drowning Prevention Network

• Outreach to high school swim teams 

• Advertise and conduct lifeguard training classes (14 since 1/1/22)

28



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 7July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

Next Steps

Continue recruitment strategies to seek qualified candidates

Partner with SHDR:

• Longer Term: Review wage study results 

• Near Term: Allow hiring at a higher starting rate

• Will continue to explore new ideas, e.g., “Lifeguard 
Auxiliary”

Continue to ramp up “pipeline” to employment

• Summer Lifeguard Training Team – Mount Baker Beach

• Lifeguard Training at Teen Late Night – Rainier Beach

• Expanding Teen Programs

• Expanding Swim Lesson Program - including Swim Aide 
Role

Request support in getting the word out...

www.seattle.gov/parks/about-us/jobs/aquatics-employment-
and-training

29

http://www.seattle.gov/parks/about-us/jobs/aquatics-employment-and-training


Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number 8July 6, 2022 Seattle Parks and Recreation

Questions?

Photo from Opening Weekend 2022 – Colman Pool
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