
600 Fourth Ave. 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 1Res 32078 Name:

Status:Type: Resolution (Res) Held

In control: City Council

On agenda: 1/10/2023

Final Action: Ord. No.

Title: A RESOLUTION affirming The City of Seattle’s support for the Iranian people engaged in peaceful
protest for their fundamental human rights; condemning the Iranian security forces’ violation of the
rights of women and girls; affirming the rights of local Iranian-American, immigrant, and refugee
communities to assemble without fear of persecution; and calling on Governor Inslee, President
Biden, and Seattle-based businesses to take specific actions to support the Iranian people.

Sponsors: Dan Strauss, Debora Juarez

Indexes:

Attachments: 1. Summary and Fiscal Note

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

postponedCity Council1/10/2023 1 Pass

postponedCity Council1/10/2023 1 Pass

postponedCity Council1/3/2023 1 Pass

referredCity Council1/3/2023 1

sent for reviewCity Clerk12/28/2022 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

RESOLUTION __________________

A RESOLUTION affirming The City of Seattle’s support for the Iranian people engaged in peaceful protest for
their fundamental human rights; condemning the Iranian security forces’ violation of the rights of
women and girls; affirming the rights of local Iranian-American, immigrant, and refugee communities
to assemble without fear of persecution; and calling on Governor Inslee, President Biden, and Seattle-
based businesses to take specific actions to support the Iranian people.

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2022, a 22-year-old Kurdish-Iranian woman named Mahsa Jina Amini passed

away in the custody of a division of Iran’s security force called the “Morality Police” following a three-

day coma due to wounds, including bone fracture, hemorrhage, and cerebral edema - consistent with

severe beating - inflicted by the police for purportedly wearing a hijab improperly; and

WHEREAS, witness reports, including video footage of Mahsa Jina Amini’s violent arrest by the Morality

Police for allegedly violating Islamic Republic of Iran’s strict dress code, sparked widespread protests
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for justice in Iran; and

WHEREAS, Amini’s death ignited protests in the streets of Iran by ordinary people calling for a full-fledged

revolution with their rally cry of: “woman, life, freedom” (translated from Farsi “zan, zendegi, azadi”);

and

WHEREAS, this revolution is led by women of Iran and mobilized by women, men, and children seeking

freedom of speech, expression, and other basic human rights without fear of persecution or retaliation

by Iran’s Islamic Republic; and

WHEREAS, the news of Mahsa's death in 2022 spread to cities around the world - including Seattle - inspiring

marches to amplify the voices of Iranian women and show support for countless other Iranians

sacrificing their lives for basic human rights; and

WHEREAS, Iran’s Islamic Republic regime continues to violate international law despite overwhelming

evidence of constant human rights violations; and

WHEREAS, the people of Iran have been oppressed by the Islamic Republic of Iran for over 40 years through

brutal crackdowns on peaceful protests and the eventual removal of Internet access to silence protestors

and prevent their organizing; and

WHEREAS, 227 of 290 members of Iran’s parliament called the protesters “Mohareb,” which means “Enemy

of God” and carries the death penalty, and as such called on the judiciary to sentence protestors with the

death penalty; and

WHEREAS, the people of Iran demand basic human rights such as freedom of expression without fear of

retaliation or violence, and they call for international protection by leaders such as the United Nations

(U.N.); and

WHEREAS, since 1979 Iran has been called the ‘Islamic Republic of Iran’, but the Islamic religion has become

a scapegoat for barbaric forms of control by a patriarchal dictatorship upon women and girls, youth,

ethnically diverse, and LGBTQIA communities in Iran subject to imprisonment, torture, and killing for
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simply living their lives peacefully; and

WHEREAS, the rise in power of the Islamic Republic of Iran forced many Iranians to flee their homeland in

search of a better life, and members of the Iranian diaspora now constitute an important part of Seattle’s

diverse population, contributing to its thriving economy; and

WHEREAS, the Associated Students of the University of Washington located in Seattle have unanimously

passed a resolution that supports an immediate pause of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA) negotiations, and discredits the National Iranian American Council (NIAC) as a lobbying arm

of the Islamic Republic of Iran; and

WHEREAS, the Islamic Republic of Iran is a member of the U.N. with the responsibility to uphold the values

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and on November 24, 2022, the U.N. Human Rights

Council (UNHRC) body held an urgent session and created a new fact-finding mission to investigate the

human rights violations by the Islamic Republic of Iran; and

WHEREAS, the U.N. took action to terminate Iran’s membership in the U.N. Commission on the Status of

Women on December 14, 2022; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE MAYOR

CONCURRING, THAT:

Section 1. The Seattle City Council stands in solidarity with the people of Iran that are engaged in

legitimate and peaceful protests against an oppressive, corrupt government known as the Islamic Republic of

Iran; respects the rich history and diverse culture of the Iranian diaspora and inclusion of their voices in

decisions that impact their community; fully supports the efforts by the people of Iran to promote the

establishment of basic freedoms that build the foundation for the emergence of a freely elected, open, and

democratic political system; and supports the right of Iranian dissidents to assemble, without fear of persecution

and violence, whether in Iran, Seattle, or internationally.

Section 2. The Seattle City Council demands that the Iran’s Islamic Republic regime abide by its
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international obligations with respect to human rights and civil liberties - including freedoms of assembly,

speech, and press without threat of violence or retaliation - and condemns Iran’s Islamic Republic regime’s

decades-long patterns of human rights violations against the Iranian people, significant corruption, and

destabilizing activities abroad.

Section 3. The Seattle City Council: will motivate local technological and business sectors to protect

internet access and tools for organizers in Iran and in the Seattle area; calls on local and international Seattle-

based companies to reject requests by the regime to cutoff the Iranian people from social media and other

communications platforms; calls on the Seattle-based business, technology, and arts communities to leverage

their business networks to support Seattle Iranian grassroots organizers in their daily efforts to amplify voices

of Iranian people with tangible tools such as meeting space, advertising, and social media support; and offer

space to amplify the voices of Iranian people; and commends the statements of support for Iran protests from

the Washington State electorate, community leaders, and key partners.

Section 4. The Seattle City Council applauds and stands with the Associated Students of the University

of Washington for their leadership in speaking up for their Iranian peers. The Seattle City Council: calls on

Washington State Governor Inslee and the Washington State Legislature to clearly and proactively support the

Iranian people’s right to live in a free society; encourages the government of the United States to provide

assistance to the Iranian people to have free and uninterrupted access to the internet, including by broadening

General License D-1; urges the Federal Bureau of Investigation to conduct investigations on organizations such

as the National Iranian American Council for their corrupt influence on U.S. foreign policy; urges the U.S.

President and the U.S. Secretary of State to work with the international community, such as the United Nations,

to ensure that violations of human rights are part of all formal and informal multilateral or bilateral discussions

with and regarding Iran; and urges Congress and the Biden Administration to work to convene emergency

sessions of the United Nations Security Council and the United Nations Human Rights Council to condemn the

ongoing human rights violations perpetrated by the Iranian regime and establish a mechanism by which the
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Security Council can monitor and respond to such violations.

Section 5. The City of Seattle stands in solidarity with the people of Iran in their fight for

basic freedoms, and thereby joins the global movement to amplify the voices of people of Iran in their

Revolution recognized as “Zan, Zendegi, Azadi,” a rally cry translated from Farsi for “Woman, Life, Freedom,”

in honor of the sacrifice and resistance of Iranian people in the face of ongoing human rights violations by a

tyrannical regime formally known as the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Adopted by the City Council the ________ day of _________________________, 2023, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its adoption this ________ day of _________________________, 2023.

____________________________________

President ____________ of the City Council

The Mayor concurred the ________ day of _________________________, 2023.

____________________________________

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this ________ day of _________________________, 2023.

____________________________________

Elizabeth M. Adkisson, Interim City Clerk

(Seal)
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