\ \ SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL 0 e i saros
Q I

Legislation Text

File #: CB 120877, Version: 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE

COUNCIL BILL

AN ORDINANCE relating to animal fees; adjusting and simplifying pet license fees, adoption fees, and spay
and neuter clinic fees; removing guard or attack dog licenses; authorizing the Director of Finance and
Administrative Services to adjust animal fees by Director’s Rule; amending Sections 9.25.030,
9.25.050, 9.25.083, 9.25.100, 9.25.110, 9.25.200, 9.26.020, 9.26.050, and 9.26.060 of the Seattle
Municipal Code; and repealing Sections 9.25.054, 9.26.025, and 9.26.040 of the Seattle Municipal

WHERSX(;G,.the Seattle Animal Shelter is responsible for caring for thousands of stray, orphaned, sick, and
abused animals every year; and

WHEREAS, in conjunction with community expectations of higher standards of care, the level of animal care
and enforcement needs have grown significantly over the years; and

WHEREAS, pet adoption fees currently only cover a subset of the services required to ensure placement for
that pet; and

WHEREAS, an increase in pet adoption fees will support the Seattle Animal Shelter’s ability to provide the
high levels of quality care the public has come to expect and the animals entrusted to the Shelter so
deserve; and

WHEREAS, the City’s current pet adoption fee structure is overly complicated and needs to be simplified; and

WHEREAS, the City’s animal control fees and charges for detainment, adoption, and sheltering services have
not been increased in six years, while the cost of providing boarding, veterinary care, and transporting

of owned animals has gone up significantly; and

WHEREAS, the Director of Finance and Administrative Services can reduce or waive fees when in the best
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interest of the animal; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 9.25.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126691, is
amended as follows:
9.25.030 Authority of the Director

k %k 3k

F. The Director is authorized to establish and change animal fees in Chapter 9.26 by rule.

Section 2. Section 9.25.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 122508, is
amended as follows:

9.25.050 Animal licenses and permits generally((s))

A. The following animal licenses shall be required: potbelly pig, miniature goat, cat, and dog licenses, ((
suard-and-attack-doglicenses;)) and exotic animal permits.

B. Licenses and permits are not transferable.

C. Applications for licenses and permits shall be made on forms approved by the Director and shall be
accompanied by the fee set by ((the-AnimalEee-Ordinance(Seattle Munieipal-Coede)) Chapter 9.26((3)) and, in
the case of male miniature goat, cat or dog licenses, proof of alteration if the animal is altered. Licenses shall be
issued in the name of the owner, and shall be numbered. Licenses shall be issued for a ((twelve€))12-((3))
month period ((and-may-include-atwelve-monthrenewal)). A provisional cat or dog license shall be for a six((
€6}))-month period. ((Gua

the-apphicant’s-complianee-with-Seetion-9-25-054-)) Each permit or subsequent license renewal for the same

animal shall commence from the expiration date of the last valid license or permit.

D. A City of Seattle animal license does not relieve the owner of the obligation to obtain any other
permit or license otherwise required by local, state, or federal law.

Section 3. Section 9.25.054 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 119998, is
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Section 4. Section 9.25.083 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 121178, is
amended as follows:
9.25.083 Owning dangerous animals prohibited - Exception

A. It is unlawful to own a dangerous animal ((fetherthan-alicensed)) , including a guard or attack dog((3
)) . with knowledge that the animal is dangerous, or with reckless disregard of the fact that the animal is

dangerous.

Section 5. Section 9.25.100 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 126691, is
amended as follows:
9.25.100 Penalties

A. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.053((-9-25-854)), 9.25.081, 9.25.083, or 9.25.085
constitutes a gross misdemeanor punishable as provided in Section 12A.02.070. The sentence imposed may be
deferred or suspended in accordance with RCW 35.20.255; however, the probationary period shall be two
years. In case of multiple convictions under this Chapter 9.25, the sentences shall be consecutive; however, the

probationary period shall remain two years.

C. In addition, the court may order the revocation or denial of any ((guard-erattack-doglicense-and-any
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)) potbelly pig, miniature goat, cat, or dog license of or to any person convicted of a crime under this ((ehapter))
Chapter 9.25 for a period not to exceed one year.
* % %
Section 6. Section 9.25.110 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 119998, is
amended as follows:
9.25.110 Denial, suspension, or revocation of license - Order((s))

The Director shall deny, suspend, or revoke a license for an animal found to be a “dangerous animal((5))” in any

ehapter)). The denial, suspension, or revocation of a license shall be in writing in the form of an order, and shall
include a recital of the authority for the action, a brief and concise statement of facts which constitute the
grounds for the denial, and the Director’s signature. A copy of the order, including notice of the right to a
hearing, shall be mailed to the applicant.

Section 7. Section 9.25.200 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance 124039, is amended as
follows:
9.25.200 Amnesty
The Director may from time to time declare periods of amnesty in which the penalties imposed under Sections
9.25.100((5)) and 9.26.020((;-ard-9:26-025)) may be waived. Such periods of amnesty and the terms thereof
may be established upon a finding by the Director that they are likely to have the effect of increasing
compliance with one or more provisions of this Title 9. The Director may promulgate rules and procedures to

implement the provisions of this ((seetitor)) Section 9.25.200.

Section 8. Section 9.26.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 125741, is
amended as follows:

9.26.020 Cat, dog, er goat, or potbelly pig license fee
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A. ((Fnle

926-020-Bthe)) The fee for each annual cat, dog, ((e¥)) miniature goat, or potbelly pig license and for each

annual period of renewal shall be:

€:)) B. To allow time for animals to be spayed or neutered, a one-year altered license may be issued for
unaltered dogs or cats whose owners or guardians intend to have them altered prior to the time the license is up
for renewal. A one-year altered license may also be issued for cats and dogs of any age that were not previously
licensed ((within)) by The City of Seattle if proof of spay or neuter status is not available at the time the license

is requested, and proof of spay or neuter status will be required at the time of renewal. ((Owners-or-guardiansof
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((B-)) C. Late fee for renewal of a cat, dog, ((ex)) miniature goat, or potbelly pig license more than 30

((=)) D. Dog, cat, ((e¥)) miniature goat, or potbelly pig owned by a member of the diplomatic or

consular corps of a country having a treaty with the United States granting immunity from local law, upon

((E)) E. Altered dog, altered cat, ((e¥)) miniature goat, or potbelly pig owned by a person possessing a

valid "senior citizen's identification card" or individuals with disabilities who have been issued a disabilities

identification card from The City of Seattle or State of Washington: 50 percent of the regular license fee.

Effective January 1, 2025, the Director of Finance and Administrative Services is authorized to adjust

these fees by rule as necessary to ensure the fee revenues are sufficient to support the services provided by the

Seattle Animal Shelter, provided that the revenue for these fees shall not exceed costs for such services.

Whenever the Director adjusts these fees by rule, the Director shall file the rule with the City Clerk, pursuant to

Section 3.02.060.

Section 9. Section 9.26.025 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 125741, is

repealed:
((9:26:025-Pothelly-pig licensefee

Section 10. Section 9.26.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 121004, is

repealed:
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Section 11. Section 9.26.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 125450, is
amended as follows:
9.26.050 Other animal control fees and charges
Other animal control fees shall be:

A. Administrative fee for each detained animal:
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I. For the handling and treatment of animals, charges may be assessed to recover the cost of special

equipment or services provided.

Any deposit not collected within one year will be forfeited as a donation to the ((PetPoptlation-Controt

Fund-ereated-by-Ordinanee H8289)) Animal Shelter Donation Fund.

Effective January 1, ((2649)) 2025, the Director of Finance and Administrative Services is authorized to
adjust these fees by rule as necessary to ensure the fee revenues are sufficient to support the services provided
by the Seattle Animal Shelter, provided that the revenue for these fees shall not exceed costs for such services.

Whenever the Director adjusts these fees by rule, the Director shall file ((asehedule-efthese-feeswith-the-City

CElerk)) the rule with the City Clerk, pursuant to Section 3.02.060.

Section 12. Section 9.26.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 125702, is
amended as follows:
9.26.060 Spay and Neuter Clinic fees
The fees at the Seattle Animal Shelter Spay and Neuter Clinic shall be:

A. Surgery fees:

Cats
Spaying ((==)) $((368))140
Neutering ((==)) $((+62))115

Dogs
Dog juvenile/puppy (under 4 months) neuter $130
Dog neuter under 50 pounds ((==)) $((+44))160
Dog neuter 50-80 pounds ((==)) $((+62))170
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Animals other than cats, dogs, and rabbits may be spayed or neutered at the discretion of the Director of
Finance and Administrative Services, or the Director's designee, who shall charge a fee for the service that is
based upon estimated costs, not to exceed $120 per hour of surgery. The Director is authorized to adjust these
fees by rule as necessary to ensure the fee revenues are sufficient to support the spay and neuter services
provided by the Seattle Animal Shelter, provided that the revenue for these fees shall not exceed costs for such
services. Whenever the Director adjusts these fees by rule, the Director shall file ((a-sehedule-ofthesefees-with

the-GityClerk)) the rule with the City Clerk, pursuant to Section 3.02.060.

Section 13. This ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2025.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2024, and signed by
me in open session in authentication of its passage this day of ,2024.
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President of the City Council

Approved/  returned unsigned / vetoed this day of ,2024.

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this day of , 2024,

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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